Sermon Sunday 31.8.25 Luke 14.7-14.

A few years back my daughter was preparing for her ordination. She had two
choices to make before the celebration. The first was to participate in a retreat
with her fellow “ordinands” or to visit a place of mission.

She very wisely chose to visit Tonga.

With her Mother in tow, we arrived in Fiji where we were accommodated in the
Theological College in Suva. So far, so good. Next stop Tonga.

Soon after our arrival we were invited to a wedding, not knowing the people
involved. Atthe wedding “FEAST,” we were ushered toward the Bridal Table and
seated almost next to the bride and groom. [ was astounded at the feelings that |
had to contend with.

Humbled and also feeling very uncomfortable, we took our allotted place, very
aware of the sacrifices that had been taken on our behalf as someone else now
had to find another place to sit.

From that demonstration of humility and hospitality, (love of strangers),we also
became the object of their prayers. Everywhere, everyone, wanted to pray for
us. This was another assault on my pride.

Humility can be described as thinking lowly of oneself. Not proud, arrogant or
assuming, making oneself meek or humble. It is demonstrated as part of the
nature or character of God, as gentleness and His blessing is for those who
posses it.

Moses was very meek, more than all the men that were on the earth.”
[Nu.12.3-8]. His story and relationship with God is worth revisiting in the Book
of Exodus. God speaks clearly to him, mouth to mouth, reveals himself and uses
him in delivering the Nation of Israel from the bondage of the “Egyptions.”

Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem exemplifies His character of meekness and
gentleness. “Behold your King is coming to you, humble and mounted on a
donkey. This fulfilled the prophecy of Zech.9.9 [Matt.21-5].
Itis included in the beatitudes, “Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the
earth” [Matt.5v5 and Ps.37-11]
As God’s chosen ones, we are also exhorted to emulate it by putting on
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patlence .[Col.3.12]

THIS IS OUR WORK.
It is a fruit of the Spirit in Gal.5-23 and mentioned as gentleness.

Humility’s reward is exultation and greatness. “Whoever humbles himself like
this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven”. [Matt 18.1-4 and 23-12].
Luke 14-11 tells us “ everyone who exalts themselves will be humbled and he
who humbles himself, will be exalted”,

The Gospel of St. Luke 14. 7-12 is an example of how humility is closely linked
with hospitality. Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem, preaching, teaching and
healing. Watching him closely were the lawyers and Pharisees, who were
always ready to expose or find fault with his theology.
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During his travel to the house of a leading Pharisee to partake of the Sabbath
meal, Jesus encounters a man with a sever illness, possibly Dropsy. Posing the
question to the lawyers and Pharisees as to the legitimacy of healing the poor
person on the Sabbath, Jesus promptly heals him.

The critics could not answer him. They weresilenced.  This man may also
have been hungry, waiting for some scraps or leftovers from the meal.

At the place where the Sabbath meal was te be shared, Jesus began observing
how some of the guests were choosing the places of honour. He takes the
opportunity to share a parable about humility, of taking the lowest place first.
This challenged the status of those who felt entitled to take the best places at the
feast. They saw it as rightfully theirs, because of their privileged status in the
community. (Ps.33.18. Heb.4-13 God never takes his eyes off us.)

He continues to turn the “status quo” up-side-down” by saying to the host whom
he should be inviting to a Celebratory meal. People just like the man outside, The
poor, the lame, maimed and blind. In other words, those who would never be
able to repay him. He assures the host that he will be repaid at the resurrection
of the “just” and included at the great Banquet. This will be his reward.
(Lk14.24)

What hinders humility? Some traits are more more obvious than others.

Pride: Having a high opinion of one-self. Pharisaical. “I am important”.
Arrogance: “Ireally know much more than you do.” ‘I'm clever!”

Self - sufficiency: “I can do it my way.” “I'm 0K”

Circumstances: “First let me bury my relative. I'm not ready yet. "Tomorrow”.
Shame: “I am not worthy enough.”

Guilt:  “T will never be forgiven, I'm not good enough”

Fear: We only need to look back at the story of Adam/Eve in the Garden of Eden
to see how destructive this deep emotion can cripple our relationship with God.

After disobediently giving in to the wiles of the serpent and eating the forbidden
fruit, the pair had their eyes open. Here too we have the first “fake news”, as the
serpent discredited God’s command. "Did God really say ....".

They became aware of their misdeed, clothed and hid themselves “from the
presence of God”. {Gen.3.8-11). God called out to them”, “Where are you?”
They knew their nakedness and attempted to cover their sin. They were afraid!
However, the Lord God could see beyond their meager attempts to clothes
themselves.

When we are afraid, hiding behind our fear, God also calls, “Where are you?”
Fear often keeps us from humbling ourselves completely, before a loving,
seeking God, because we fear for ourselves, that we may be broken and exposed
in the searching light of God’s Holy Spirit.
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These are all self awareggss, character destroying, attitudes. instead of
acknowledging the God who says “Come to me in all humility “ (Zeph: 2.3 ) “1 Am
the way, truth and life.”  (John 5.40)

“Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand of God and He will exalt you
in due time. Casting all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Peter5.6),

Sometimes we prepare for the partaking of the Eucharist, by praying the prayer
of “Humble access” beginning with the words “We do not presume to come to
your table merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness (our deeds) but in
you manifold and great mercies.” It is here that we have a sacred moment to
reflect on our own hindrances to total peace, with God and each other.

One of the verses of the Hymn we sang a few weeks ago expressed this well. The
First line gives the context then takes us on the soul’s journey.

Come down o love divine.
Seek thou this soul of mine
And visit it with thine own ardour glowing.

Let holy charity my outer vesture be,
And lowliness become mine inner clothing;

True lowliness of heart

Which takes the humbler part,
And o’er its own shortcomings
Weeps with loathing.

We are not left in this predicament as verse 4 brings us to a stunning outcome.

And so the yearning strong,
With which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the power of human telling;

For none can guess its grace
Till he become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. Bianco da Siena.

True humility is humbly walking with God, who shows us the way to navigate
this life, here in this place. Quieting our fearful hearts with his truth and
partaking of his life with His Spirit within us. This is what an abundant life is al}
about. How can we refuse it?



