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From the Vicar
Dear Parishioners,

was important at that time as well as today to
ask the question, “Why are miracles rejected
without further consideration?”

Welcome to the Trinity Times
Christmas 2021 edition.

In his book Miracles which I commend you to
read C.S. Lewis said that miracles do not cause
us to believe so much as believing brings forth
miracles. When we believe, we begin to find God
in things as ordinary as each other and the world
around us. That’s possible even when things are
bad. When we give up the illusion of control
then we can better see God’s out-of-control
grace. Faith is strengthened through the
pleasure that comes from remembering the
miracle stories. But not just that. When we
choose faith over control, we have a much better
chance of experiencing those miracles of God’s
grace all around us right now.

One of the classic ways in
which
Christians
have
provided evidence for their faith is through
miracles. By looking at prophecies from the Old
Testament fulfilled in Christ, or healing and
nature miracles, or the resurrection we have
tried to show that there is a convergence of signs
all pointing to Jesus as the Son of God. However,
since the Enlightenment, there has been a strong
rejection of miracles by modernism so that it has
become necessary to apologise for the
introduction of miracles rather than using them
for evidence. Post modernists continue to
devalue miracles seeing them as merely a
perception of truth to the viewer. C. S. Lewis in
his book Miracles and in essays on the subject
sought to clear the ground so that miracles could
again be discussed.

C.S. Lewis also in his book Miracles called
Christmas the Grand Miracle. He noted that Every
other miracle prepares for this, exhibits this, or results
from this...The fitness, and therefore credibility, of the
particular miracles depend on their relations to the
Grand Miracle. (1)

One of the factors that brought Lewis to public
attention and continue to do so was his confident
affirmation of the supernatural—God, demons,
miracles, and all. How could a sophisticated
Oxford professor believe such things in the
twentieth century? When his face appeared on
the cover of Time Magazine in 1947, it read,
“Oxford’s C. S. Lewis: His Heresy Christianity.”
What made Lewis such a “heretic?” Well, he
rejected the fashion to lower the bar of belief,
minimising the things you really needed to
embrace to be a Christian. German theologian
Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834) had
reinterpreted the faith so that it could be quite
palatable for its “cultured despisers.” Rather
than confront their objections, he gave ground so
that there would be no obstacles such as miracles
to get in the way. Liberalism tends to present
Christianity without any miracles. Occasionally
someone would accept a really big miracle such
as the Resurrection but then deny the virgin
birth, turning water into wine, walking on
water, feeding the five thousand, and so on. It

So if you can believe in Christmas - the
incarnation of the Son of God: the Grand Miracle,
you should have no problem believing the
miracles in the Old Testament narratives or the
miracle of the Virgin Birth, the miracles Jesus
performed of feeding the multitudes, of his
healing the sick, raising the dead, walking on
water and calming the storms. You also need
have no problem in believing in the bodily
resurrection of Jesus and his ascension back into
the heavenly realms, where he reigns as King of
kings and Lord of lords.
In other words, to believe the essence of the
Christmas story is to believe the miracle that will
open the pathway to faith and eternal life, a life
of following this risen Jesus as your Lord. To
understand and believe the truth of the
Incarnation will not only transform your idea of
Christmas—it will change your life now and
forever.
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well-established Christian miracles are part of it, that
In God in the Dock Lewis expands this thought
they all either prepare for, or exhibit, or result from
with laser like clarity:
the Incarnation. Just as every natural event exhibits
the total character of the natural universe at a
One is very often asked at present whether we could
particular point and space of time; so every miracle
not have a Christianity stripped, or, as people who
exhibits the character of the Incarnation. (2)
asked it say, ‘freed’ from its miraculous elements, a
Christianity with the miraculous elements
As we worship God and meditate on the
suppressed. Now, it seems to me that precisely the one
religion in the world, or, at least the only one I know,
Incarnation this Christmas season, let us
with which you could not do that is Christianity. In a
remember the love he showed in coming down
religion like Buddhism, if you took away the miracles
from heaven to become one of us, for our
attributed to Gautama Buddha in some very late
salvation. St Paul writing to the Philippians in
sources, there would be no loss; in fact, the religion
one of the earliest of Christian hymns nails it:
would get on very much better without them because
in that case the miracles largely contradict the
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
teaching. Or even in the case of a religion like
equality with God a thing grasped, but emptied
Mohammedanism, nothing essential would be altered
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in
if you took away the miracles. You could have a great
the likeness of men. And being found in human form,
prophet preaching his dogmas without bringing in
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
any miracles; they are only in the nature of a
of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
digression, or illuminated capitals. But you cannot
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
possibly do that with Christianity, because the
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
Christian story is precisely the story of one Grand
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
Miracle, the Christian assertion being that what is
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
beyond all space and time, what is uncreated, eternal,
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
came into nature, into human nature, descended into
(Phillipians 2: 6-11 English Standard Version)
His own universe, and rose again, bringing nature up
with Him. It is precisely one great miracle. If you take
Wishing you a Happy and Blessed Christmas,
that away there is nothing specifically Christian left.
There may be many admirable human things which
Christianity shares with all other systems in the
world, but there would be nothing specifically
Fr Robert Newton, Vicar, Holy Trinity Kew
Christian. Conversely, once you have accepted that,
then you will see that all other well-established
Christian miracles —because, of course, there are ill1) Miracles, CS Lewis, Harper Collins 2012
established Christian miracles; there are Christian
2) God in the Dock, CS Lewis, William B
legends just as much as there are heathen legends, or
modern journalistic legends—you will see that all the
Eerdmans 2014

Letters
Dear Editor,
I write to express my gratitude for being able virtually to experience the Sunday Eucharist during the many
Covid 19 lockdowns. Whilst nothing can satisfy as well as actual physical participation, we are fortunate in our
time to have the electronic technology.
My thanks then to Fr. Newton, Fr. Holland, The Rev. Lesley Dixon, Darcy newton, George Bland and Stephen
Kerr for their respective roles over this difficult time.
(Name withheld by request)
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Hume Anglican Grammar Mt Ridley
Board Matters:
There is a particular group, all volunteers, consisting of people from many backgrounds who are
charged with the stewardship of the School. The School is governed by a council, which we call a
Board, consisting of Directors. This dedicated group set direction, oversee the school’s finances,
develop building projects, provide strategic oversight, and secure the School’s future.
Our board has been eminently successful throughout the 14 years of our school’s life, which is largely
due to the makeup of its membership. Foremost, it comprises expert, diligent and experienced
governors who are most of all, passionate and dedicated to the success of the School.
As Business Manager of the School, I oversee and manage its finances and physical assets. I have also
another role, one that also has a significant impact upon the welfare of the School, As the Company
Secretary to the Board I look after all its administrative matters, and I would like share news of a longserving member who will this year complete his third and final term as a Director on the Hume
Anglican Grammar Board.
The Reverend Robert Newton joined the Board on 22 November 2011, and over the past ten years has
made a splendid contribution to the School. Throughout his time, he has served on the Property and
Projects Committee and the Governance and Development Committee. This reflects his interest,
versatility and ability to make a significant contribution to the effective governance of the School.
Robert’s extensive experience as an Anglican priest, teacher and school Chaplain has been invaluable
in contributing to Board deliberations. On behalf of the School, and the Board of Directors, I convey
our thanks to Robert for his service. We will miss his candour, insightfulness and wonderful sense of
humour.
We wish Robert all the best and know that he will not be far away. I am sure we will continue to see
him, especially as his wife Jane, as one of our Mt Ridley Primary teachers, maintains that strong
connection.
Kieran Mitchell - Business Manager

Some High Days and Holy Days in December
3
6
24
25
26
28

Francis Xavier
St Nicholas
Christmas Eve
Christmas
St Stephen
Holy Innocents

**
3rd December:
Francis
seasick missionary

Livingstone, Billy Graham and the Alpha
Courses rolled into one. His mass conversions
became legendary – he baptised 10,000 people
in one month and in just ten years of work was
credited with 700,000 conversions.

Xavier

-

the

Ignatius Loyala sent his friend and follower
Francis Xavier (born 1506) to the Orient as a
missionary. What a missionary! Imagine David

Xavier became the most famous Jesuit
missionary of all time, working so hard that he
had only a few hours’ sleep each night. He was
known as ‘the Apostle of the Indies’ and ‘the
Apostle of Japan’. He began by reforming Goa,
which contained numerous Portuguese
Catholics, notorious for cruelty to their slaves,
open concubinage, and neglect of the poor. For
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three years, by example, preaching and writing
the nearby city of Myra, where he almost
verses on Christian truths set to popular tunes,
certainly
suffered
persecution
and
Francis did much to offset this betrayal of Christ
imprisonment at the hand of the Roman
by bad Christians.
Emperor Diocletian.
For the next seven years he worked among the
Paravas in southern India, in Ceylon, Malacca,
the Molucca islands, and the Malay peninsula.
He met with immense success among the lowcaste, but with almost none among the
Brahmins.

Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a
participant at the First Council of Nicaea, which
formulated the Creed which we still say today.
He even, reportedly, slapped another bishop in
a squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity.
Nicholas died in Myra about 343 AD, but the
stories of his generosity and kindness were just
beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three
girls whom he rescued from certain prostitution
by giving them gold for their dowries. When the
father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas
said he should thank God alone.

In 1549 he ventured on to Japan, translated an
abridged statement of Christian belief, and
made a hundred converts in one year at
Kagoshima alone. When he left Japan, the total
number of Japanese Christians was about 2,000;
within 60 years they were resisting fierce
persecution, even to death.

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father
Christmas, who emerged in Victorian times as a
jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile,
Dutch and German settlers had taken him to
America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt
Nicklas.

Wherever Xavier sailed, he left after him
numerous organised Christian communities.
Not bad for a man who suffered seasickness and
had trouble in learning foreign languages!
Xavier died in 1551, on his way to China. His
body was preserved and enshrined for many
years. His right arm was detached in 1615 and
is still preserved in the church of the Gesu at
Rome. He was canonised by Gregory XV in
1622, and declared Patron of the Foreign
Missions by Pius XI in 1927.

It was in America that Nicholas received his
final two great breaks into real stardom. The
first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a
New York Episcopal minister, turned from his
lifework of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon,
to write a fun poem for his children one
Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now
universally known by its first line: ‘T’was the
Night Before Christmas’.

**
6th December:
How Father Christmas got
where he is today

From Clement Moore we discovered that St
Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked and whitebearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh,
reindeer and a sack of toys on his back. It was
Clement Moore who also revealed that St
Nicholas enters houses down chimneys and fills
children’s stockings with toys and sweets.

One person you are bound to run into this
Christmas season is Father Christmas. If he
looks tired, just remember that he has been
around a long time and gone through a lot of
transformations.
Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited,
white-bearded star of the retail trade that he is
today. He began life as Nicholas, born way back
about 260 AD in Patara, an important port on
the southern coast of what is now Turkey. When
his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas
gave it away to the poor. He became a bishop of

So how did we find out that Father Christmas
wears red? That was the US Coca-Cola
advertising campaign of 1931, who finally
released the latest, up-to-date pictures of Father
Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed
coat and a large belt.
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These days, it is good that Father Christmas
nine months later on 25th December. John
uses reindeer and doesn’t have to pay for petrol.
Chrysostom, the Archbishop of Constantinople,
In order to get around all the children in the
encouraged Christians worldwide to make
world on Christmas Eve, he will have to travel
Christmas a holy day in about 400 AD.
221 million miles at an average speed of 1279
miles a second, 6,395 times the speed of sound.
In the early Middle Ages, Christians celebrated
For all those of us who are already exhausted
a series of midwinter holy days. Epiphany
just rushing around getting ready for
(which recalls the visit to the infant Jesus of the
Christmas, that is a sobering thought.
wise men bearing gifts) was the climax of 12
days of Christmas, beginning on 25th
**
December. The Emperor Charlemagne chose
24th December:
Christmas Eve
25th December for his coronation in 800, and the
prominence of Christmas Day rose. In England,
How do you celebrate Christmas Eve? It has its
William the Conqueror also chose 25th
own customs, the most popular of which is
December for his coronation in 1066, and the
going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mass.
date became a fixture both for religious
This is the only Mass of the year that is allowed
observance and feasting.
to start after sunset. In Roman Catholic
countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland,
Cooking a boar was a common feature of
Midnight Mass is in fact the most important
mediaeval Christmas feasts, and singing carols
church service of the entire Christmas season,
accompanied it. Writers of the time lament the
and many people traditionally fast beforehand.
fact that the true significance of Christmas was
In other countries, such as Belgium and
being lost because of partying. They condemn
Denmark, people dine during the evening, and
the rise of ‘misrule’ – drunken dancing and
then go on to the Midnight Service.
promiscuity. The day was a public holiday, and
traditions of bringing evergreen foliage into the
Australia is behind some countries when it
house and the exchange of gifts (usually on
comes to exchanging presents: in Germany,
Epiphany) date from this time.
Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange
on Christmas Eve. But we are ahead of Serbia
In the 17th century the rise of new Protestant
and Slovakia, where the Christmas tree is not
denominations led to a rejection of many
even brought into the house and decorated until
celebrations that were associated with Catholic
Christmas Eve.
Christianity. Christmas was one of them. After
the execution of Charles I, England’s Puritan
Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of
rulers made the celebration of Christmas illegal
the fireplace, but traditionally it was lit on
for 14 years. The restoration of Charles II ended
Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous year’s
the ban, but religious leaders continued to
log, and then would be burned non-stop until
discourage excess, especially in Scotland. In
th
th
12 Night (6 January). Tradition also decreed
Western Europe (but not worldwide) the day
that any greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe
for exchanging gifts changed from Epiphany
must wait until Christmas Eve until being
(6th January) to Christmas Day.
brought into the house.
By the 1820s, the significance of Christmas was
**
declining. Charles Dickens was one of several
25th December:
Christmas
writers who sought to restore it. His novel A
Christmas Carol was significant in reviving
The Bible does not give a date for the birth of
merriment during the festival. He emphasised
Jesus. In the third century it was suggested that
charity and family reunions, alongside religious
th
Jesus was conceived at the Spring equinox, 25
observance. Christmas trees, paper chains,
March, popularising the belief that He was born
cards and many well-known carols date from
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this time. So did the tradition of Boxing Day, on
supposed tomb was discovered in 415, his
26th December, when tradesmen who had
popularity soared. His (supposed) relics were
given reliable service during the year would
taken to Constantinople and then Rome, along
collect ‘boxes’ of money or gifts from their
with some stones (allegedly) used at his
customers.
martyrdom.
**
26th December:
St Stephen – the first
martyr (died c 35 AD)

Early on the Church made Stephen the patron
saint of deacons. In the late Middle Ages he was
also invoked to help against headaches (?!).

Have you ever stopped to consider that the very
first martyr of the Christian Church was a
deacon? It was Stephen, one of the first seven
deacons of the Christian Church. He’d been
appointed by the apostles to look after the
distribution of alms to the faithful poor, and to
help in the ministry of preaching.

In England, 46 ancient churches are dedicated
to him, most of them built after the Norman
Conquest. In art Stephen is usually given a book
of the Gospels and a stone, and sometimes the
palm of martyrdom.
**
28th December:

Acts 6 and 7 tells us all that we know of his life,
and the passages seem to suggest that he was an
educated Hellenistic
Jew. Certainly,
Stephen’s famous challenge to the Jews reveals
him to have been learned in the Scriptures and
the history of Judaism, besides being eloquent
and forceful.

Holy Innocents

The death of a very young child is perhaps the
hardest grief of all to bear. So, the 28th December
is a very poignant day in the church calendar. It
is when the worldwide Church joins with
bereaved parents to grieve the loss of babies and
young children. For Holy Innocents day recalls
the massacre of the young male children of
Bethlehem by Herod the Great.

Stephen's proclamation on the day of his
martyrdom pulled no punches. He told the
Jews that God did not depend on the Temple.
The Temple was but a temporary institution
destined to be fulfilled and superseded by
Christ, who was the prophet foreseen by Moses
as the Messiah for whom the Jewish race had so
long awaited.

Herod had been told by the Magi, or Wise Men,
that a great king had been born in Bethlehem,
and he felt shaken. How could a child in
unimportant little Bethlehem be so powerful
that the stars in the night sky honoured His
birth?! Herod took the Magi so seriously that he
decided to try and kill this new young rival. He
decreed that every male baby of two years and
under should be killed. (Matthew 2:1-18).

Stephen then challenged his hearers for
resisting the Spirit and for killing the Christ, as
their fathers before them had killed the
prophets. The Jews were so outraged by this
that they stoned Stephen on the spot for
blasphemy.

Bethlehem was not a large place, and Bible
commentators estimate that between six and
twenty five infants were slaughtered by Roman
soldiers. Their mothers were inconsolable at the
death of their babies, as indeed mothers have
always been.

As he died, Stephen saw a vision of Christ on
God's right hand. The men who were witness to
the stoning placed their clothes at the feet of
Saul (afterwards Paul), who (to his deep regret
later) consented to Stephen's death.

The death of these innocent baby boys of
Bethlehem became a feast-day in the western
Church by the 4th century. This was because the
Church considered them to be martyrs because
they not only died for Christ, but instead of Christ.

By the fourth century Stephen had his own feast
day in both East and West Churches. When his
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young children who die to this world will
Down the centuries, the tragic loss of the Holy
undoubtedly “this day be with Me in Paradise.”
Innocents has touched the imagination and
The One who eagerly said “Suffer the little
hearts of poets, preachers and artists. Though
children to come unto Me” will be the last person
heart-broken parents still grieve today, the
to turn them away.
Church can offer them one firm assurance: that

Funeral Homily - November 26th, 2021, Holy Trinity Kew
We gather here today to give thanks for the life of Neville John McCarthy AO, 17 February 1929 - 13
November 2021. Our sympathies and prayers from Holy Trinity Kew go to Neville’s family and
friends. Neville, one time Churchwarden at Holy Trinity Kew and leading Churchman in the Diocese
of Melbourne and Wangaratta was a faithful servant of the Anglican Church of Australia. Through life,
as his places of residence changed, he journeyed through the parishes of: St. Mark’s Sunshine, St. John’s
Footscray, St. Barnabas’ Balwyn. However, three were to be central to his and his family life: Holy
Trinity Kew, St. Cuthbert’s Yarrawonga and St Luke’s Yea. At St Cuthbert’s Yarrawonga Neville was
instrumental as Churchwarden in building a new church dedicated in November 1966. At St Luke’s
Yea he was Director of Music and Organist for over 10 years. I first met Neville 7 years ago and had
the privilege of conducting Margaret his much loved wife’s funeral here at Holy Trinity. Neville came
across instantly, as someone well read theologically and someone who understood the Anglican
Church- which is quite a rarity!. As priest and Vicar I always felt at ease conversing with Neville as I
really felt he understood the life of the ordained and the role of the laity. His theological library sits
proudly in my office as a gift to the parish. To look at its shelves is to understand the breadth of this
fine man’s intellect.
Neville’s was a long life as Psalm 90 tells us the biblical four score, and more. For family and friends
gathered here in sadness, that sadness is shot through with relief and a quiet gratitude for his life. And
I am sure you can say before God that you are thankful to have known Neville and we are thankful to
God for revealing something of himself through him.
For Neville as a medical doctor the vision of human death was not the failure of therapy, but the final
healing. It was not a closed door but a threshold to a world where all tears are wiped away and our
hearts will be filled with unlimited joy. And that is the Christian hope for all who die, and indeed for
ourselves that as we shed this mortal body, we are clothed in the new spiritual body of the resurrection.
And we follow Christ, the first born of many people, into that place of unending peace. His promise is
that when we get there, everything we have suffered or borne in this life will appear as nothing.
Although we stand alone before the tragic mystery of death, nevertheless, Neville’s immediate family
is supported by a larger family: The family of friends and relatives, and the Church community here
at Holy Trinity Kew and the other parishes where he always made a contribution. For Neville saw this
place as his spiritual home, his deep family connections, his love of the Church and its organ with
stained glass windows particularly animated him. As we give thanks for the life of Neville we lean on
the love of one another. Hard pressed as our faith may be, the solidarity of our friendship in faith will
hold us together in hope, in hope of everlasting life. We are confident that Neville is enjoying a fullness
of life with God that is beyond our human comprehension, a fulfilment that will last forever. Amen
Fr Robert Newton
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Excerpts from the eulogies for Anthony Philip Sewell (Tim)
8th October 1933 - 17th August 2021
Faithful Servant and Vestry Member
Memorial Service Holy Trinity Kew 19/11/2021
"I went with him to the site of the original
Westgate Bridge a few times during the early
construction stages. The last time less than a
month before it fell – dad took me up onto the
bridge and I’ve got photos of me proudly
wearing a JH hard hat, sitting near the edge. I
met one of his colleagues that day, a really nice
man that took the time to chat to 8-year-old
Mark when he probably had more important
things to do. Sadly, Ian Miller did not survive
the day the bridge came down. An event that
lived with my dad every day of the rest of his
life. Engineering was my dad’s life and its
moulded all of ours. The only thing Dad loved
more than engineering and solving problems…
was Mum, Fiona, his 3 grandchildren and me.
Dad brought us to Australia to try and provide
a better life for us all. Mission complete dad –
you did a great job."
Mark Sewell (Son)

we found a couple and made sure to take photos
to bring home to him. For me, this is a lovely
memory of a holiday Grandpa didn’t even
attend but helped make one of the best days of
our trip.
I feel so lucky to have been able to spend so
much time with all of my grandparents, to have
learnt from them, heard their stories and have
so many wonderful memories. I really have
cherished the more recent cake visits I’ve had
with Grandpa since he moved in with mum,
where he seemed truly content to be
surrounded by loved ones, watch the birds and
eat whatever he wanted."
Georgina Burmeister (Grand-daughter)
"To say that looking after our elderly relatives is
a privilege doesn’t quite reach the right
description for our time as a family in looking
after Dad during the last 18th months. It was
quite simply a gift. A gift of relief in knowing he
was safe and not alone, the gift of insight into
his memories of a life well lived, and more than
anything it was the gift of good company; a
fascinating dinner conversation, and the
company of gentle and thoughtful soul.

"I remember one particular lunch out where
Grandpa leaned over and said to me “Georgie,
did you know that Koalas have fingerprints?”.
Being a kid obsessed with animals, this was an
excellent fun fact to be told, and that he had
taken the time to find something, slightly
obscure, that I would be interested in to talk
about meant a lot. A couple of years ago, I went
on a trip to London and parts of Scotland. We
had decided to go and worked out our itinerary,
which included Aberdeen in the very north of
Scotland. Grandpa got quite excited because his
grandfather had designed several churches in
Aberdeen, so he and mum compiled a pack for
us so that if we had time we could go and take
a look. We spent the better part of a day walking
around Aberdeen looking for these churches,

I’d like to finish by quoting a comment his son
in law made in the days after Dad died and that
was that "Tim travelled to exotic places, he met
exotic people and then he built bridges to unite
them." May all the bridges that he built, both
tangible and intangible continue to unite us all
always.
Thanks Dad.
Fiona Sewell (Daughter)
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Eulogy for Anne Loughlin: 1921 –2021. Holy Trinity Kew 10am, 23rd, September 2021
Anne’s life was full, long and eventful. She lived through many momentous events in world history,
such as the Great Depression, World War Two, the privations of post-war Britain, the insecurity of the
Cold War, the radical societal changes of the 1960s, and the introduction of the computer and mobile
phone.
Anne was born in London on December 29 1921 and spent her early years with her parents Frank and
Evelyn Cowell. Both were military people who were involved in World War One – Frank was lucky to
survive the war, but because he was gassed and developed TB during the 1920s, he died in 1930 when
Anne was 7, and her sister Jean only 2. The girls and their mother then moved to Walmer in Kent to be
near grandparents. Anne attended Stonar House School in Sandwich, where she later became School
Captain. As Jean recalled, “these were happy times – we swam in the sea, played netball and tennis,
learnt musical instruments and we walked everywhere.” Anne’s ambition was to play at Wimbledon.
At Stonar, Anne began a career as a music teacher. Life changed when World War Two broke out. She
and Jean were evacuated to Wiltshire – the school was relocated to Melksham, way out in the
countryside, nine miles from Bath. Eventually Anne took up a music teacher position at Sidcot School
in Somerset.
Having met her future husband (Director of Music – George Loughlin) at the school, Anne continued
her piano teaching while George took up an appointment as Director of Music at Cheltenham College
in January 1943. They were re-united later in the year, and were married at St Peter’s Ealing in the
summer. Anne supported George both in his challenging role at Cheltenham and also when he decided
to undertake a Doctorate at Durham University, studying with renowned church musician, organist
of York Minster and Professor of Music at Durham, Sir Edward Bairstow. This involved several trips
to the north-east, at a time when travel was difficult. Anne began teaching music at Cheltenham Ladies’
College.
Their first son, Christopher, was born in 1947. In 1950, the young family, along with Jean, travelled to
Canada, where George took up a position of Associate Professor of Music at Toronto University. In
October of that year second son Michael arrived. Three years later, George was appointed Lecturer in
Music at the University of Glasgow.
In January 1958, the family, again with Jean, made the long sea voyage to Australia, where George took
up the senior post of Professor of Music at the University of Melbourne. The boys were enrolled at
Melbourne Grammar School and from this point on, Anne encouraged, supported and looked after the
three men in her life with love, imagination and foresight. Later, she became involved with a University
women’s group and the charity the Brotherhood of St Laurence.
Anne was a wonderful wife and mother. She would attend her boys’ school football and cricket
matches regularly, wherever and whenever they were around Melbourne, often in unpleasant weather
hot or cold. She came to George’s and Michael’s concerts. All of this without a car – it’s still a mystery
how she managed this. Certainly this level of care and support continued with Chris and Michael well
into adulthood, even though both ended up living interstate.
When George died in 1984, Anne, being the practical no-nonsense person she was, passed her driving
test in her sixties, and began playing tennis again on a regular basis, She spent as much time as she
could with her much-loved grandson Rodney and became involved with her local church, Holy Trinity
Kew. Anne loved her garden, producing wonderful flowers (especially roses) and vegetables and
became famous in the local community and the church for her home-made marmalade. All of these
activities she continued well into her nineties. Her longevity can be attributed to her positive outlook
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on life, her willingness to help others and her physical well-being – she had barely a day’s sickness in
her life.
Anne was universally loved by all who came into contact with her. As Jean said, “I don’t remember
her ever losing her temper or shouting at anyone. She was kind, considerate and generous, nonjudgmental and never critical.” Anne had a great sense of humour and saw the funny side of things.
There were lots of laughs in the family.
There was a massive outpouring of emotion upon her death on 17 September 2021, at the age of 99.
She had sustained a fall, fracturing a hip in May, with consequent other issues. Surgery on the hip was
successful, but a problem with one of her legs meant she was unable to walk without the aid of a frame.
She was desperate to go home from care, but unfortunately it was not to be, as she would have been
unable to look after herself there. The realisation that she would not be going home was a turning point
for her – perhaps it was now time to let go.
Anne’s resilience through her long life, as well as her abilities to remain alert, caring and considerate
to the end were quite extraordinary attributes. She lived on her own in the family home for 37 years
after George’s death in 1984. That’s almost another life. It seemed as though she would go on forever.
Amongst Anne’s last words: “I am lucky to have two lovely sons and their respective wives, and
grandson Rodney and his wife Liz, who are all very kind and loving to their dear old Mother!”
A long, well-lived life. We love you. RIP Mum. You will be sadly missed.
Michael Loughlin, 25 November 2021

Excerpts of a eulogy for Tan (Frances) Clingin 04/01/1926 - 24/05/21
faithful parishioner
by Lyn Mulligan Holy Trinity Kew 24th November 2021
When I woke up this morning I was greeted by
a poem on my bedside table. Pauline O’Brien,
who is also speaking today, gave this to Tan
and, in turn, Tan gave it to me in a beautiful
silver frame for my eightieth birthday. It reads:

adequately give homage to her life which was
lived in the footsteps of Christ. The chosen
hymns and readings today portray Tan’s faith.
She listened to the Christian teaching given to
her in the churches she attended which
included Holy Trinity. She did not just listen to
the words of Christ, but acted them out in her
daily life.

Every day I need you Lord
But this day specially I need some extra
Strength to face whatever is to be –
This day more than any day I need to feel
You near, to fortify my courage and to
Overcome my fear.

Tan grew up in a loving family. Her father was
an Anglican Vicar, an Archdeacon in
Maryborough who would never turn away a
person in need. Her mother was a great support
to him in his vocation. It was a close family of
three sisters and her brother Austin who, as a
pilot in the RAF, was tragically killed in the
Second World War. This loss Tan carried for the
rest of her life.

By myself I cannot meet the challenge of the Hour.
There are times when human Creatures need a higher
Power to help Them bear what must be borne.
And so dear Lord, I pray hold onto my
Trembling hand and be with me today.
It is an honour today to speak about the life of
Tan Clingin. I am anxious that I cannot
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While living in Maryborough, Tan was a
weekly boarder at Queens Anglican Grammar
Although Tan made the most of her life in the
School. Here she met Ian who was a boarder at
country, she missed the city. On returning to
Ballarat Grammar. It was a life long partnership
Melbourne she was a teacher of Advanced
of love. Ian studied Engineering at Melbourne
Cookery at Invergowrie, a finishing school for
University, Tan trained as a dietician then
young ladies. Here she reached out in kindness
worked at the Commonwealth Serum
to those who were boarders there. Later she
Laboratories for a period of time.
became the receptionist for two different
medical specialists at Epworth Hospital in
Tan and Ian married and moved to Horsham
Richmond. After her retirement she was a
where Ian was appointed the Wimmera Shire
volunteer in the casualty department at the
Engineer. They spent many happy years there.
hospital for more than 20 years, until she turned
Tan was very proud and interested in her three
90, whereupon she was made redundant as, due
children, Peter, Virginia and Geoff, her seven
to her age, she could no longer be insured. Tan
grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
was furious!
In Horsham Tan quickly made many life long
friends including their families. I met Tan over
60 years ago in Horsham and she became a
treasured friend to myself, my husband Lyle
and our family. She enjoyed playing golf and
tennis. Ian was president of the Horsham Golf
Club where they had a great social and golfing
life. Water skiing on Green Lake was a favourite
past time for friends and families.

Her love for Ian was unconditional and
enduring. At times, like all marriages, there
could be storms as well as sunny days. After the
storm there was always forgiveness and their
love became stronger. In the last years of Ian’s
life Tan’s love for him was at its highest while
she nursed him at home in his final weeks on
earth.
A quote from Kahlil Gibran is relevant to Tan
and Ian’s life together.

Tan was known for her outstanding hospitality
and culinary skills. If you were fortunate
enough to attend one of her dinner parties, a
gourmet meal was served. She was renowned
for her Lobster Thermidor, Beef Wellington
and, above all, her pavlovas. One special
farewell party, Tan had oysters flown in from
Melbourne. Tan was always a woman of style
and a leader of fashion in the district. Her
Melbourne Cup parties were a highlight on the
Horsham social calendar. All guests who
attended were dressed as if they were going to
the races in new outfits including hats and
gloves.

Give your hearts, but not into each others keeping
For only the hand of life can contain your hearts
And stand together, not too near together
For the pillars of the temple stand apart
And the oak tree and the Cyprus
Grow not in each others shadow
Tan moved to a beautiful apartment at Hedley
Sutton, where she met old friends and made
new friends, including many from the medical
profession. She enjoyed mixing with the
residents and playing bridge with her friends.
She spent 10 happy years there before her health
deteriorated and she moved to Opal Seahaven
Nursing Home in Inverloch close to her son
Peter and his wife Celia. As her condition
continued to deteriorate, suffering mentally as
well as physically she became sad and lonely
especially with the lockdowns due to Covid.
Eventually Tan lost the power of speech and
hearing, but she would often write,
courageously, on slips of paper the words Love,

Tan spoke up for what she thought was right.
Only on one occasion was our family denied
hospitality. We would often call in for happy
hour drinks at 5 o’clock. This particular day
when we stopped by Tan said “ Don’t you know
it’s Good Friday, it is not a time for happy hour
and drinks, being the Crucifixion Day, please
come back on Sunday”.
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Carers and cared for alike.
Kindness and Forgiveness. A last message
It comes as freely and surely as the sunrise piercing
given to all. This was a very hard time not just
the blackness of grief and despair
for Tan, but her loving family as well.
Restoring once again the hope of things unseen.
There is a quote from Sheila Cassidy, the
I am sure everyone here today will dearly
founder of the Hospice Organisation which she
remember Tan for many reasons, especially for
wrote to give comfort at end of life.
her generosity that knew no bounds.
Right at the heart, at the mystery of the suffering, is
the grace that sustains us all

God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science
and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Meditation on the Incarnation

gradually like the different aspects of a picture
coming into focus.

After the bright beam of annunciation
fused heaven with dark earth
His searing sharply-focused light
went out for a while
eclipsed in amniotic gloom:
His cool immensity of splendour
His universal grace
small-folded in a warm dim
female space

All three of these processes are driven forward by the
movement of cells, the connections between them,
and the signals they pass to each other. Jeff studies a
sort of cellular glue which is involved in joining cells
together. Making and breaking these adhesions can
affect how cells move and signal to each other, their
identity in the body, how they are organised as
groups, and ultimately their survival. This glue is
found on the surface of cells throughout the animal
kingdom, including the small worms Jeff’s lab
studies.

This extract from Luci Shaw’s poem Made Flesh
captures something of the wonder of the moment
when the second person of the Trinity became an
embryo.

For Jeff, peering down a microscope at tiny worm
embryos can be an act of worship. It is also an
exercise in art appreciation, as he learns to appreciate
the created order. Understanding the complexities of
development, while also being aware that God
knows that process intimately both as Creator and
created, fills Jeff with a profound sense of awe,
wonder and worship.

How does a single cell turn into an infant, and what
does that process say about us – and God? These are
the questions that Professor Jeff Hardin, a
developmental biologist, asks himself. Having
studied theology as well as science, he has a unique
perspective on embryonic development.
A new-born baby is made of around five trillion cells.
These cells come in hundreds of different types, each
of which must be in the correct place for the child’s
body to function properly. Every new life is the result
of intricate and highly ordered processes. Three
things must happen as an embryo develops.

Does the minute scale of our early development,
compared to the incomprehensibly vast and ancient
universe, give us a sense of insignificance? Psalm 8
says, “When I look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have
established; what are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?”

The first important process is for cells to take on their
identity as types of muscle, bone, nerves, and so on.
The second is when each cell learns which part of the
body it belongs to. Third, those cells are moved
around to form the different tissues and organs.
These three are not discrete stages, but they all
happen at around the same time, building up

For Jeff and the Psalmist, such feelings can be a
positive experience if they serve as a reminder to be
humble in the face of a universe that is vastly
complicated but also deeply meaningful, made by a
God who loves each one of us.
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Science Corner
It is important to distinguish invention from
discovery. As the story goes, when George
Stephenson observed that boiling water rattled the
lid of his kettle, he proceeded to invent the steam
locomotor. He did not invent steam; God did,
when he caused liquid water, ice, water vapour
and steam to be features of his creation, some 13.5
billion years ago.

Rising seas? The Guadalupe Peak in Texas is a
fossil reef, 8000 feet above sea levels of today. The
reef was formed 265 million years ago when Texas
was at the bottom of the sea. Grapes were last able
to be grown in the north of England in the 11th
century during the Medieval Warm period.
Yes, the earth is warming, but that is
predominantly because it is emerging from the
Little Ice Age during the early 14th to the mid-19th
centuries. Mankind’s contribution is miniscule
alongside sunspots, volcanic activity, earth’s axial
tilt and precession, and ocean currents.

Similarly - that other Newton, Isaac - formulated
the Law of Gravity, but gravity was part of God’s
creation from its beginning.
Maybe in deep ocean caves there are likely to be
creatures of which we are presently unaware:
these may one day be discovered by accident, but
more likely by some planned amazing scientific
exploration. Never, though, will they be created:
creation is God’s work.

Australia’s Chief Scientist, Dr. Alan Finkel told
the Australian Senate that “The impact on climate of
cutting our emissions all the way to zero would be
virtually nothing.”1.
The scandal of the leaked emails from the
University of East Anglia which revealed how
findings which ran contrary to the group-think
were suppressed is now largely forgotten. In one
email, Phil Jones, Director of Climatic Research at
the University of East Anglia, wrote : “If ever they
discover there is a FOI, I think I will delete the file.”

There is a tendency in today’s sophisticated world,
where even a so-called developing country –
China – has a space program, to believe that all the
wisdom in the world has been gathered in the last
five minutes.
One of the very many Clergymen-scientists in the
19th Century, The Rev. T R Birks, wrote in his book
The Bible and Modern Thought that it would be
absurd if the Bible had recorded: And God said,
let oolite* and sandstone strata be formed, and
other races of plants and animals be buried in
them.”

As Albert Einstein once said: The scientific theorist
is not to be envied. For Nature, or more precisely
experiment, is an inexorable and not very friendly judge
of his work. It never says “Yes” to a theory. In the most
favourable case it says “Maybe,” and in the great
majority of cases simply “No.” If an experiment agrees
with a theory it means for the latter “Maybe,” and if it
does not agree it means “No.” Probably every theory
will someday experience its “No” – and most theories
soon after conception.”

The bible was never intended to be a scientific
textbook; it took until the 19th Century for theories
of evolution to be developed by Charles Darwin
and others. Their observations of the fossils in
those sandstone rocks were important components
in the development of those evolutionary theories.

* Egg-shaped rocks
1. A response from the former Chief Scientist can be
found here:
https://www.chiefscientist.gov.au/2018/12/clarifyingthe-chief-scientists-position-on-reducing-carbonemissions

Yet today, Darwinism and Neo-Darwinism are in
dispute – not only by fundamentalist, Bibleliteralist extremists who believe God created the
universe in six 24-hour days – but by many
members of the Royal Society and others wellqualified scientists.

Note: Many of the arguments presented here are widely
disputed, some counter arguments can be read here:
https://opr.ca.gov/facts/common-denierarguments.html

Similarly, Climate alarmists ignore the fact that
climate has always changed: the Mediterranean
Sea was formed 5.3 million years ago by a huge
deluge.
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Advent/Lenten array gifted to the Parish by a generous parishioner and
dedicated on Advent Sunday 28th November 2021 at the 10am service.
The array in Anglican purple Pavia damask and green Coronation tapestry brocade are combined to create
vestments that strike a rich yet somber note for the seasons of Advent and Lent.
Manufactured by Almy, Pittsfield, Maine, United States in the neo gothic style, which match our neo gothic
church in style and substance.

TRINITY TIMES |CHRISTMAS 2021

From the Director of Music

Stephen Kerr
It has been a time of great joy to be able to
welcome the choir back to church after a
prolonged absence. (Some of whom are
pictured here) Several of our choristers have
just completed their VCE studies, after what
must have been a very challenging academic
year, and this Christmas could be the last with
the choir for some. We are thankful that we can
share in these final moments as they transition
into a new chapter of their lives!

chancel. The choir finds it much easier to sing in
this location, with the ability to hear each other
and
blend
well
being
particularly
advantageous.
Many parishioners and visitors to the church
have commented that it is a great visual
improvement as well as noting the sound of
both the organ and choir improving.

Throughout the year we have been lucky to
have the support of Darcey and George, even
during lockdowns, bringing choral sounds into
your homes via the internet. We have also
enjoyed the continued dedication of our Head
Chorister Emeritus, David.

The logical next step would be to move the
organ console to the chancel, between the small
chapel and the choir stalls, to better facilitate
communication between choir and organist.
The practicality of this would be good to
explore to finalise the move of all our church
musicians to the chancel.

We have now permanently moved the choir
stalls back to their original position in the

Wishing you a wonderful
Christmas and New Year!

17

Anglicare Victoria News
Marg Kelly, Co-ordinator Holy Trinity Kew Anglicare Group
What a strange uncertain world we live in at the moment. The impact of Covid 19
on those families already struggling to make ends meet became even more
precipitous. For those who were homeless to start with it became impossible.
There was a 25% increase in requests for help during the year and as always
Anglicare staff rose to the occasion, busier than ever and with new programs
aimed at the new problems people were facing.
One of the most sought after help areas was with financial counseling. The dedicated Gambler’s Help
Team assisted many people during the lockdowns. Recent research has highlighted the fact that four
out of every five people were at risk of gambling related harm, with the highest risk group being young
men aged 18 to 34. Most of the betting ads one sees on television are aimed at this group with mates
betting together.
Young Victorians struggling with schoolwork have benefited from being part of “The Hike for Higher
Education”. This program aims to encourage and inspire young adults struggling with their
schoolwork by their participation in an adventure camp. Even with the restrictions this year, over two
weekends, a total of 52 students and 22 mentors climbed the hills of Maria Island, Tasmania, allowing
for discussions “too large” for the classroom.
As David Law, the Program Manager said ”To hear the kids reconnect in a group sense was beautiful.
Education over the last 12 months has been just a tool, delivered online. The camp reiterated the
importance of human connectivity; for human health, mental health, but also our aspirations.”
And from one of the participants-“I used to think the world was against me- now I think the world is
my oyster.”
Anglicare Victoria is committed to working with families by providing expert help and support.
One area is Residential Care, which offers vulnerable young people who can’t live at home, the support
they need at the most challenging points in their lives. Some come from a background of trauma, family
dysfunction, and self-harm and benefit greatly from the one-on-one therapeutic care that the dedicated
support from Anglicare Victoria staff provide.
Whilst Anglicare Victoria receives a Government Grant for these programs, it does not cover the cost
of the personalized care which is so important.
Your donations make it possible for this to happen.
Head to the Anglicare Website www.anglicarevic.org.au for more information.
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Financial counselling on offer at Mission House
Mission House is an emergency relief site operating out of Fitzroy.
At Mission House our motto is “Ask for help. If we can help we
will, if we can’t we’ll point you in the right direction”. Aiming to
live up to this, Mission House provides a range of services to meet
the diverse needs of our equally diverse clientele. These services
include but are not limited to: food parcels, material aid,
prescription vouchers, crisis payments and financial counselling.

Financial counselling is a relatively new service at Mission House,
beginning in July 2020, and has been the perfect amalgamation of
service provisions. Helping clients work through a range of issues
related to money, our financial counsellor embodies the motto of
Mission House, constantly striving to create workable and
meaningful outcomes for Mission House’s disenfranchised client
base.
While Mission House has not been able to open its doors since prior to the pandemic, there are big
plans on the horizon. Currently the staff group are seeking capital to renovate and refurbish the back
room and the yard to create a safe space for community groups and community members to socialise,
relax and engage with other service providers as they begin their journey out of systemic poverty.
Mission House is looking for a new team of dedicated volunteers to begin this new journey. Anyone
willing to get involved should contact Sam Horsburgh by email: sam.horsburgh@anglicarevic.org.au

New Testament Words
The great New Testament scholar, J B Phillips translated from the Greek Chapter 6:12 of St. Matthew’s
Gospel as follows:
“… forgive us what we owe to you, as we have also forgiven those who owe anything to us.”
The Greek word οφειληματα means those things we have failed to do, whereas other words for sin in
the bible translate as
‘missing the mark’- trying but failing,
‘stepping across’, - deliberately doing wrong,
‘sliding across’ – eg. slipping on ice and
‘outright lawlessness.’
The word Jesus used implies the failure to pay what is due, choosing to ignore his summary of the
Law – to love God and Neighbour.
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POET’S CORNER
ADVENT AND ONWARDS
The great promises of the Holy Coming history and prophecy both - return to us again
Pointing onward to the joy of the Christ’s nativity,
Starry sky - angels’ alleluyas - worshipping Magi.
Beyond years beyond - after the austere testing of Lent a noisy palm-strewn entry, a humble peaceful ass.
Gleaming torches in the dark night of Gethsemane.
The fisherman hiding by a brazier at cock crow
while the scales are weighted with pieces of silver
and white hands are washed clean of an innocent’s blood.
Then the Via Dolorosa - tears of grief leading to Golgotha.
Darkness again, the temple veil torn, graves shaken,
the stone rolled away, shining angels shared the mystery
and the next stage of the lifelong journey began.
Onward outward back to the shimmering turquoise jewel
of fish-laden Galilee
where on the stony beach a quiet flame flared
and the fearful doubting circle stood around.
They gazed and listened, Communion of awe,
they heard the Word ‘Go forth, share, love and serve’.
They knew the Holy Coming was always the Way ahead
and their lives lay in the hand of their Lord.
Theirs and ours,
Amen amen.
5/12/21
Deirdre Baker
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Christmas Poem by John Betjeman (1906-1984)
The bells of waiting Advent ring,
The Tortoise stove is lit again
And lamp-oil light across the night
Has caught the streaks of winter rain
In many a stained-glass window sheen
From Crimson Lake to Hookers Green.

And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,
And sleepless children's hearts are glad.
And Christmas-morning bells say 'Come!'
Even to shining ones who dwell
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.

The holly in the windy hedge
And round the Manor House the yew
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge,
The altar, font and arch and pew,
So that the villagers can say
'The church looks nice' on Christmas Day.

And is it true? And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me?

Provincial Public Houses blaze,
Corporation tramcars clang,
On lighted tenements I gaze,
Where paper decorations hang,
And bunting in the red Town Hall
Says 'Merry Christmas to you all'.

And is it true? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,
The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,

And London shops on Christmas Eve
Are strung with silver bells and flowers
As hurrying clerks the City leave
To pigeon-haunted classic towers,
And marbled clouds go scudding by
The many-steepled London sky.

No love that in a family dwells,
No carolling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare –
That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.
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GOD in the Arts
Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ by
Sano di Pietro. It now hangs in the Vatican. It can be found at:
https://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_232130/Sano-Di-Pietro/The-Annunciationto-the-Shepherds
‘In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over
their flock’

the sky the angel appears, bearing an olive branch in one
hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem in the
distance.

In the Old Testament shepherds were greatly valued
and treated with respect. Patriarchs, prophets and kings
had all tended sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000
sheep. David was tending sheep when he was called by
God and anointed by Samuel.

Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with
Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists loved to portray this scene
and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their
paintings. Here there is the olive sprig, a symbol of peace
to reinforce the angelic message of peace in the birth of
the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus
brought new meaning and peace to all
those like the shepherds who were
nobody in the eyes of people, but
everything to the eyes and heart
of God.

But as the Israelites settled in towns and
cities and turned to farming, attitudes
towards the shepherds changed. As
the New Testament opens,
shepherding had become a dirty,
lonely life, away from
civilisation.
Shepherds
could not observe the
daily rituals of their faith,
and so they had a low
status in society,
looked down upon
by orthodox Jews.

Jesus in His teaching often
turned to the theme of
sheep and shepherds,
with parables about
lost sheep, gates to
the
fold,
and
hireling shepherds.
Just as the faithful
shepherds
were
prepared to give
their
lives
to
protect the flock, so
Jesus the Good
Shepherd gave His
life for the world – a death that would bring the peace
and reconciliation shown in that olive branch held by
the angel. At this Christmas time we rejoice with the
heavenly host to proclaim the birth of this Prince of
Peace and we commit ourselves to that work of peace
and shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote these
words:

But out in the
countryside with
just the hills and
the plains and the
open air, St Luke
tells us that it was
there that God’s
message was proclaimed and heard. Cities and towns
had walls and barriers, as Bethlehem has today. But in
the fields at night, there were shepherds, watching and
alert, ready for any eventuality. And so, they were the
first to hear of the birth of a Saviour.
‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is this month’s
painting by Sano di Pietro. We know little about this
Italian artist apart from some dates. He was born in
Siena in 1406 and died there in 1481. But he has left us a
legacy of beautiful and sensitive paintings. As we look
at this scene, we see the human details: two shepherds
huddled by the fireside with their dog, all three looking
up to see the angel, and a spear by the side to ward off
thieves and predators. The sheep are safely in their pen,
black and white fleeces huddled together for warmth. In

‘When the song of the angels is stilled…
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the
work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the
people,
to make music in the heart.’
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This woman was full of good works.
Dr Jane Sullivan

So then turning more to COVID-19. Intertwined with
the overarching extraordinary narrative of COVID19 are all the individual experiences and personal
stories. All sorts of stories. Everyone has their own
COVID-19 story. Stories of difficulty and hardships.
Connections and conflict. Stories of kindness and
creativity. The challenge and art of staying in contact
when physically separated by restrictions. Stories of
despair and loss and the unexpected. Likely in the
mix, there are stories that tell of a Dorcas or two or
that would have been so different with one.

That’s one mighty fine character reference. It belongs
to Tabitha of Joppa (aka Dorcas, her Greek name)
from Acts 9:36-42. As HTKers know, Dorcas and her
goods works are visually represented in our stained
glass window, The Charity of Dorcas. Like many
New Testament passages, the one that features
Tabitha has much that is significant tightly woven
into a few verses. Notably here, Peter raises Tabitha
from the dead. Despite that feat surely being
headline worthy, it is Dorcas’s works that are
honoured in the window and etched on many other
memorials in many other settings1.

This is part of our story. Earlier in the year when we
were deep in grief, a colleague and friend sent us a
gathering blanket. She wanted us to know that as
we grieved for Joan, my mother, we were being
wrapped in the love and support of others. In our
friend’s context, this was the comfort offered to us
from her Indigenous culture. What a spirit lifter!
Such a compassionate thought, such an act of
kindness. Moving and sustaining, practical and
striking to the eye. Her condolence gift prompted
me to find out more about the blanket with its
little maker’s label on its side. This is what I learnt
from a website visit. The blanket was designed by
Laura Thompson, a Gunditjmara artist on
Wurundjeri Country. On one side, the blanket
features images evoked by traditional possum
skin cloaks and the other side names Indigenous
languages. A gathering blanket is for all sorts of
occasions. It is part of the merchandise range from
the Aboriginal owned and led social enterprise
Clothing the Gaps. It is “Ally Friendly” and
together with the “Mob Only” products, helps to
fund the work of the Clothing the Gaps
Foundation. To my regret, I didn’t know about
this Foundation, which commenced in March 2021
(although I do recall something of the legal strife
about branding of the clothing products). The
Foundation’s values are: elevate, educate,
motivate and advocate - a far cry from some old
fashioned charity. The aim is to “get Aboriginal
people and Communities moving so that years are
added to Aboriginal people’s lives” 4.

Recently, I’ve been sitting across from the bustling
Dorcas window. And Dorcas and her good works got
me thinking; thinking about charity, acts of kindness
and the COVID-19 pandemic.
First-up, charity. It struck me that charity is a rather
outdated word in contemporary conversation. Over
time the word, or perhaps rather the concept of a
particular type of charity, has fallen into disrepute.
This has come from its connotations of band-aid
stop-gap help, judgement, dependence, the old handout rather than up, and neglect of addressing the
causes of poverty or need. Probably too, it’s come
from the fact that historically some charitable
institutions or services were more cruel than kind. In
practice, their often harsh responses to human need
and suffering were far removed from charity’s
linguistic origins in Latin – caritas - meaning love.
The non-romantic, non-sexual type love, that’s
caritas; the Greek agape of the New Testament. You
know the one, the charity of the King James Bible,
Saint Paul’s the greatest of these. That charity,
synonymous with love, was to be reflected in the
Christian disposition towards God and to
neighbour2. A love that is action-oriented, dynamic,
always giving. Sublimely unconditional. Headline
worthy, for sure. Now, this is where Dorcas comes
in. She was a person who responded to the need she
saw around her by practical acts of loving-kindness.
Acts of charity in Holy Scripture typically meant
doing something supportive for the poor. In
particular, the greatly loved Dorcas, a disciple of
Christ, is reputed to have sewn garments for
impoverished women and children3. No doubt a
present-day Dorcas would have been flat out doing
good works during COVID-19; doing what she could
to help, in a lawful way of course.

Like Dorcas’s cloaks, gathering blankets are
physical, real-life, useful objects. But also, they
can be symbolic. Symbolic of kindness, of
relationships and connection, of being there for
someone when, as in lockdowns, you can’t be
physically alongside them. What sprang to mind
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then was John O’Donohue’s Beannacht with its
“invisible cloak”, the one woven from “words of
love”, “to mind your life” 5 , ready for those hard
days. Seems to me that in COVID-19 times and
through lockdowns, we’ve needed both visible
and invisible cloaks of kindness.

Footnotes:

With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions has come
the return of congregations to the pews. We have
resumed the happy privilege of sitting once more in
the atmosphere, fabric and fellowship of HTK, of
worshipping in company and corporately and
receiving communion. A time to sit again in the orbit
of Dorcas and to remember her current-day proxies,
the aunties, the uncles and all their good works, and
to hope to act in kind.

3. Volo, J. (2013). The Women Who Knew Jesus: Female Role
Models in Early Christianity. Virginia Beach: Createspace
Independent Publishing Platform.

1. McFarlane, G. (2004). Memories in Glass: Holy Trinity
Anglican Church. Burwood: BPA Print Group, p.10.
2. Jeanrond, W. (2000). Charity. In A. Hastings, A. Mason,
& H. Pyper (Eds.) The Oxford Companion to Christian
Thought. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

4.
The
Clothing
the
Gaps
Foundation
(https://www.clothingthegapsfoundation.org.au)
5. O’Donohue, J. (1997). Anam Cara: Spiritual Wisdom from
the Celtic World. Sydney: Bantam Books, pp.11-12.

Editorial
Like little frogs in Liberalism’s pool.
This specious monster was proclaimed to be
Neutral and secular, uniform and free.
Neutral against whom?

Amongst James McCauley’s Collected Poems
(1961-1970), is the long work Letter to John
Dryden. McCauley speaks of “this vacant sly
neurotic world.” Several features of that world of
the 1960s come into the cross-hairs of the
formidable poetic weaponry for which
McCauley is justly remembered. Small wonder
that Plato wished to exile all poets; poets can be
dangerous, can rock the boat.

Christians are being at best ridiculed for their
faith. Overseas thousands are killed every year
for following their Lord, their churches burned.
Throughout the Western world Christianity is
being pushed from the public square, Christian
viewpoints “cancelled” from universities and
other forums.

Prominent on McCauley’s list were the
Universities:
Where ancient wisdom scarce evokes a smile,
The University confronts the land,
Neutral of course, and secular, and bland;
Where Christ, Augustine, and the Stagirite*
Lie dead and buried, neither wrong nor right
Even Humanities can be arranged
To leave the state-school mind intact, unchanged;
In silence those unmeaning doctrines rest
That once were the foundations of the West
No fear at all the student will find out
What all those wars were all about.

Yet, despite the hostile opposition to
Christianity, perhaps the greatest obstacle is
widespread community ignorance of what it
actually is. Here McCauley spells it out:
“Minds…had learned the creed of Christianity,
The scope, the basis, and the argument,
And all the long dissensions of dissent
But now dear John, the thing’s no longer so:
They do not disbelieve, they do not know.
That, is where our mission has to start: that God
made Man, and God became a baby in
Bethlehem, that death itself might be
“cancelled”.

Of importance to all Christians, McCauley
describes the effect of Christianity Lite:
The puzzled sects have left their doctrines sag,
Or melt like lollies in a bag
Until the Christian faith has seemed to mean
Only: Be good, be kind, God save the Queen

* Aristotle
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A letter from Jesus
Supplied by Sumitra Wickramasinghe
As you well know we are getting closer to my birthday. Every year there is a celebration in my honor
and I think that this year the celebration will be repeated. During this time there are many people
shopping for gifts, there are many radio announcements, TV commercials, and in every part of the
world everyone is talking that my birthday is getting closer and closer.
It is really very nice to know, that at least once a year, some people think of me. At first people seemed
to understand and be thankful of all that I did for them, but in these times, no one seems to know the
reason for the celebration.
Family and friends get together and have a lot of fun, but they don’t know the meaning of the
celebration. I remember that last year there was a great feast in my honor. The dinner table was full of
delicious foods, pastries, fruits, assorted nuts and chocolates. The decorations were exquisite and there
were many, many beautifully wrapped gifts. But, do you want to know something? I wasn’t invited. I
was the guest of honor and they didn’t remember to send me an invitation.
The party was for me, but when that great day came. I was left outside, they closed the door in my
face, and I wanted to be with them and share their table. In truth, that didn’t surprise me because in
the last few years all close their doors to me. Since I wasn’t’ invited, I decided to enter the party without
making any noise. I went in and stood in a corner. They were all drinking; there were some who were
drunk and telling jokes and laughing at everything. They were having a grand time.
To top it all, this big fat man all dressed in red wearing a long white beard entered the room yelling
Ho-Ho-Ho! He seemed drunk. He sat on the sofa and all the children ran to him, saying: “Santa Claus,
Santa Claus” as if the party were in his honor!
At midnight all the people began to hug each other; I extended my arms waiting for someone to hug
me and do you know no one hugged me? Suddenly they all began to share gifts. They opened them
one by one with great expectation. When all had been opened, I looked to see if, maybe, there was one
for me. What would you feel if on your birthday everybody shared gifts and you did not get one?
I then understood that I was unwanted at that party and quietly left. Every year it gets worse. People
only remember the gifts, the parties, to eat and drink, and nobody remembers me.
I would like this Christmas that you allow me to enter into your life. I would like that you recognize
the fact that almost two thousand years ago I came to this world to give my life for you, on the cross,
to save you.
See you soon! I love you!

Jesus
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Smile Lines
Camels
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels
were approaching the inn, over which was
pictured a large star. The third camel and its
rider were going directly away from it. “Why is
the third man going in a different direction?”
her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s
looking for a place to park.”

Silence? Christmas is the season when your
neighbour’s radio keeps you awake playing
‘Silent Night’.
Angel tidings The little boy was to be an angel
in the Christmas play and his one line was:
“Behold, I bring you good tidings.” He asked
what tidings were and his mother explained
that the word meant news. On the night of the
play, the youngster had stage fright and, after a
long silence, blurted out: “Hey, have I got news
for you!”

Christmas Carols One night Freda went carol
singing. She knocked on the door of a house and
began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand
came to the door. Within half a minute, tears
were streaming down his face. Touched, Freda
sang every carol she knew - and some she
didn't. The man continued to weep gently
throughout her performance. “I understand,”
she said softly at last. “You are remembering
your happy childhood Christmas days.” “No,
not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice.
“I'm a musician!”

Grandfathers I was talking to my young
Sunday School class, and a four-year-old boy
suddenly asked me: "Miss, do you have a
grandfather?" I replied, "I used to have two, but
they both went to Heaven to be with Jesus." He
thought, shook his head sadly, and said, "One
of my grandfathers hasn’t gone to Heaven."
(Long pause while I tried to decide how to
proceed.) "He’s gone to Sorrento.”

Hymns for the road If you MUST speed on the
road during this Christmas season, at least sing
these hymns loudly as you go: at 45 mph....
‘God Will Take Care of Me’ at 55 mph.... ‘Guide
me, O Thou Great Jehovah’ at 65 mph.... ‘Nearer
My God to Thee’ at 75 mph.... ‘Nearer Still
Nearer’ at 85 mph.... ‘This World is Not My
Home’ at 95 mph.... ‘Lord, I'm Coming Home’
at 100 mph....’Precious Memories’

Your cat’s favourite Christmas songs
1. Up on the Mousetop
2. Have Yourself a Furry Little Christmas
3. Joy to the Curled
4. I Saw Mommy Hiss at Santa Claus
5. The First Meow
6. Oh, Come All Ye Fishful
7. Silent Mice
8. Fluffy, the Snowman
9. Jingle Balls
10. Wreck the Halls

New bank Mother decided that ten-year old
Cathy should get something ‘practical’ for
Christmas. “Suppose we open a savings
account for you?” she suggested. Cathy was
delighted. “It’s your account, darling,” mother
said as they arrived at the bank, “so you fill out
the application.” Cathy was doing fine until she
came to the space for ‘Name of your former
bank.’ After a slight hesitation, she put down
‘Piggy’.

Replace Did you know? By replacing potato
chips with grapefruit as a snack, you can lose up
to 90% of what little joy you still have left in
your life.
Santa Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses.
Drivers Some car drivers don’t need seatbelts as
much as they need straitjackets.

Easy come, easy go Father Christmas enters
through a hole in the chimney and leaves
through a hole in your pocket.
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Long gone Customer (to headwaiter): “Just for
occurred, and those present in the church
a point of information, did the waiter who took
auditorium nearly fell out of their pews as the
my order leave any family?”
four little performers took their places – in
reverse.
Peace Blessed are the peacemakers; they will
never be unemployed.
Miscellaneous observations on modern life
I don't always go the extra mile, but when I do
Split A professor was lecturing his physics
it's because I missed my exit.
class. “If molecules can be split into atoms and
Humans are about 60% water. Basically, we are
the atoms split into electrons, can the electrons
ice cream with anxiety.
be broken down any further?” “I’m not certain,”
A lot of money is tainted - It taint yours and it
replied one of his pupils, “But a sure way to find
taint mine.
out would be to post some of them in a
Once you've seen one shopping centre, you've
Christmas package marked ‘fragile.’”
seen a mall.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know
STAR At a rehearsal for a Sunday school
basis.
Christmas tableau, the teacher carefully lined
up four little ‘cherubs’. Each carried a huge cutPlanning Do you ever have so much planned
out letter. As they stood side by side, the letters
for the next day, and then you wake up and just
would spell out “STAR”. A slight mix-up
say, "Nah.”
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CROSSWORD

Across

Down

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews
(Exodus 25:9) (10)

1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8)
(5)

7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught
in a tree during a battle with his father (2 Samuel
18:14-15) (7)

2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but
the righteous are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)

8 They ruled much of the west coast of South
America in the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)

3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)

4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of
his family and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19-20) (8)

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)

5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)

6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and
pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)

9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)

17 Stormy (8)

12 One who accepts government by God (8)

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
unleavened bread, was the Passover menu for
anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish
ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his
well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)

20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will ____ his people from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
Solutions at back
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Book Reviews
The Case for Heaven by Lee Strobel
By Ben Williamson
A lifetime ago I reviewed American author Lee
Strobel’s most well-known text, The Case for Christ,
where Strobel, a former atheist journalist,
travelled his native United States interviewing
Christian scholars about the evidence for
believing in the truth of Christianity. I enjoyed
reading it, but was somewhat surprised to
discover that he has written a whole
series of ‘The Case For…’ books. In
fact, The Case for Heaven is no less
than the twelfth book in the series,
and while I haven’t read the other
ten, it did make me wonder how
much evidence for this and that
Strobel had the energy to find!

The chapter on ‘Near-Death Experiences’ is
probably the most interesting, and it manages to
mostly steer clear of a conspiracy theory type of
tone. The author became very excited upon
hearing that one woman who claimed to have had
a near-death experience ‘proved’ it by describing
an orange sticker that was facing the roof on a
ceiling fan. Make of that what you
will. Strobel and his subjects also
discuss questions of reincarnation
and alternate theories, which receive
short shrift (if you’ll pardon the pun)
in favour of the Christian model. I’ve
found that some of the perspectives
on the whole subject of the afterlife
within this text are very American
and very modern, with several of the
opinions feeling very much of their
time rather than universal truths.
One of those interviewed said that “if
any view of hell truly diminishes the
goodness and justice of God, then it
must be rejected”, and it’s this type of
second-guessing of God that tends to get bandied
around somewhat throughout this text: God
would do this, God wouldn’t do that etc. It
certainly makes for interesting reading, but it isn’t
always as rhetorically compelling as Strobel
seems to believe.

This, the latest in the series, has a
strikingly beautiful cover design.
One mustn’t judge books on this
criterion, of course, but it is worth
mentioning. The text itself follows
the same formula as The Case for
Christ (and I presume the other
books in the series), with Strobel criss-crossing
America as he seeks compelling evidence for the
existence of heaven and the afterlife. The
compositional style is generally informal, and
Strobel writes almost as if he were in conversation
with the reader. Much of the content takes the
shape of interviews and contains subject titles
such as ‘Near-Death Experiences’, ‘The Quest for
Immortality’ and ‘Escape from Hell’.

The book also includes a very handy listing of
biblical verses that deal with heaven, a discussion
guide for study groups and detailed end-notes
and references. It’s very thorough and well put
together.

The interviews, which are mercifully rendered
into prose rather than script form, are very
engaging and sometimes even quite witty, and it’s
clear that Strobel enjoys a positive rapport with
his interviewees. The nature of the questions such as what heaven might be like, who will be
there, and if it’s possible for pets to reach heaven
- tends to mean that the discussions are rather
broad and a little conjectural, and I’ve read books
that present stronger evidence than this one seems
to. It’s certainly enjoyable and uplifting,
nonetheless.

Reading The Case for Heaven as a Christian, I’m not
sure it really changes my perspective beyond
reminding me that “the undiscovered country
from whose bourn no traveller returns”, as
Hamlet puts it, will generally have to be waited
for patiently.
See you on the other side…. of Christmas!
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Christmas Activities
By Bethan James, Koorong Books $4.99
All the events of the ,first Christmas are retold and illustrated in this small
format paperback book with on-the-page puzzles and activities to complete.
Kids will enjoy reading the story and immersing themselves in the related
activities. With attractive colour illustrations, age-appropriate text and a
variety of puzzles, the book could be useful in church outreach activities
with children aged four to seven. A little book for little ,fingers!

God Gave Us Christmas
By Lisa Tawn Bergren and David Hohn, Koorong Books $17.99
This sweet story helps young children understand the true meaning of
Christmas, and to discover how very much God loves them. As Little
Cub and her family prepare to celebrate the most special day of the
year, the curious young polar bear begins to wonder... "Who invented
Christmas?" So Mama and Little Cub head off on a polar expedition to
,find God and to see how He gave them Christmas. Along the way,
they ,find signs that God is at work all around them. Through Mama's
gentle guidance, Little Cub learns about the very ,first Christmas.

Held in Your Bottle
By Jeannie Kendall, Koorong Books $19.99
This book looks at the many reasons why we cry, and why these tears are
important to our wellbeing and to God. Whether we are crying tears of regret,
loss, gratitude or anger, the Bible says that God holds them all in His bottle.
We can draw comfort from the fact that no tear goes unseen by Him. Each of
these emotions is explored by a modern-day story mirroring a retelling of a
relevant Bible character's experience. The book may enable you to look at the
Bible in a fresh way and help you accept and understand your emotional life.

Spiritual Detox – discovering the joy of liberating confession
by Howard Satterthwaite & Holly Satterthwaite, Booktopia $30.25 The
gospels tell us that God wants to offer us forgiveness. So, confessing our sins
should be liberating and joyful. Why do we so often feel only shame and guilt?
Spiritual Detox invites you to rethink this much-neglected spiritual discipline.
Blending biblical teaching with practical advice and application, it will show
you how making regular, heart-felt confession will revitalise your spiritual life
– whether you are unhappy and discouraged, wrestling with guilt and shame
or just longing to drink more deeply of God’s forgiveness and abundant grace.
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Be Still – a simple guide to Quiet Times
By Brian Heasley, Angus and Robertson $24.50
In this easy-to-read guide, Brian Heasley explores the multitude of rhythms
of Christian prayer and devotion available to every believer. From
memorising scripture and prayer, running to noticing beauty everywhere,
he demonstrates how we don’t need to be static for our hearts to be still,
and how even in the midst of a full, busy life, we can spend quiet times with
God. Packed full of ideas for different ways to pray and tips and advice for
how to build prayer practices into everyday life, Brian's book may change
the way you think about prayer and devotion and help equip you with all
the tools you need to deepen your relationship with God. This book can
accompany the 24-7 Prayer’s new Be Still prayer course. It also makes a great
resource for youth leaders looking to help teenagers cultivate daily rhythms
of prayer.

WOW! Christmas – creatively explore stories in the Bible
By Martha Shrimpton & Sarah Nolloth, Foyles U.K.
This book explores six aspects about the events surrounding the birth of Jesus,
including Jesus as the light of the world, the ordinary yet extraordinary
shepherds, the journey of the wise men, the giving of gifts, the excitement and
anticipation waiting for Christmas and why Christmas is something to
celebrate. Each story is explored through activities including engaging prayer,
craft and create, acting the scene, time for reflection, ideas for discussion and
creative praise.

A Pirate Christmas Activity Book
By Suzy Senior, Bible Society
Here is an activity book, full of crafts and games based on Suzy Senior’s
popular children’s book. It may help children aged two to five to feel
immersed in the Christmas story, using stickers. They can make their own
guinea pig, draw a treasure map and cook party treats to get into the pirate
Christmas spirit!
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Prayers & Poems
Christmas Presence (Isa 9:6, 7:14)

Lord, so much of our world seems dark, still. So
many dreadful things we can’t make sense of:
the on-going pandemic, acts of violence and
injustice against good people - innocent people,
child poverty, employment problems, broken
relationships … so many difficulties. It’s easy to
feel overwhelmed.

Unto us a child is born
To us a son is given…
And you will call Him Immanuel,
God with us.
Jesus, God actually with us.
God’s greatest gift,
Born into weakness and vulnerability,
Sharing life’s raw reality,
Family rows, family rejoicing,
Broken relationships, broken hearts,
Grief and great suffering,
Rejection and injustice,
Despair and death.

Lord, help us to focus on you this Christmas.
Open our eyes to see your bigger, eternal
picture. Help us to hear afresh the Good News
that nothing and no-one can ever extinguish
your Light.
Jesus overcame the troubles of the world by His
death and resurrection. Father may we reconnect with you, through Jesus, this Christmas
and know the Love, the Joy and the Peace,
which are your Christmas gifts to us, as we trust
Him.

Yet through it all
Still the gift goes on
Revealing God’s grace and power
And peace to overcome.
This is a gift that cannot be wrapped,
That will never break
Or pass its sell-by date.
This is Jesus,
The greatest gift.

We pray in Jesus’ wonderful name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

Christmas Rush

By Daphne Kitching

That time again, my trolley’s full
Buying all the Christmas fare,
A turkey crown, a rib of beef,
Crisps and nibbles, lots to spare.

Loving, Almighty God,

Christmas crackers and serviettes,
Paper for wrapping and cards to send,
Nuts and oranges, Figs and dates
The list goes on, there seems no end.

Thank you that You came into the darkness of
this broken world on that first Christmas night,
pouring in your Light, in the person of your
Son, Jesus.

In all this rush it’s good to pause
And think about that special Day,
When shepherds watched and angels sang
As a Baby lay in a bed of hay.

Receive God’s Christmas presence
And walk on with Him.

By Megan Carter
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Bells Never Sound Any Sweeter
Though by Him the world was moulded
When He came unto His own,
Yet mankind, in sin enfolded
Their Creator they disowned.
But for those who do believe Him –
Who see that He is right –
He makes those who do receive Him
Into Children of the Light!

Bells never sound any sweeter
Than when at Christmas they ring;
Angels on wings never fleeter –
Message of gladness they bring!
As they once sang on that first Christmas night
Bells sing of God’s Holy birth
Ringing throughout the whole earth!
O, when those sweet bells are ringing
Even in Heaven they’re heard;
Angels soon join with their singing
Bringing us God’s Holy Word.
Sing of the father, the mother, the child
Bells sing of God’s Holy birth
Ringing throughout the whole earth!

By Nigel Beeton

Your Gift of Life – at Christmas
Creaking on the staircase –
Noise outside my door –
A rustle in the chimney –
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way
With all his Christ-life gifts
To Tire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.

Ring with those beautiful tones
Across the far ocean wide
Joy to all folk in their homes
This blessed Christmastide!
All sing with joy the wonderful song –
Bells sing of God’s Holy birth
Ringing throughout the whole earth!

In some he’ll place the gift of gold –
In others frankincense –
While others will be given myrrh –
All signs of God’s presence.

By Nigel Beeton

The Word of Light

For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour –
The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.

The Word was in the beginning
The Word was with the Lord;
When the worlds were set to spinning
By that same Almighty Word.
Not a thing that was created
Was made without His will,
And His pow’r has permeated
Our world, and does so still.

So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.
Your God is in your gift of life –
The life He gives with love –
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life Tire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.

In Him was life, and light eternal
To all men He gives His light;
Shining in the gloom nocturnal
Shines like day within the night!
And to men in sinful starkness
The Word in glory comes –
And the deep surrounding darkness
To the Word of Light succumbs!

By Sam Doubtfire
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Quotes
With the true meaning of Christmas in mind…
God did not send Christ to us; God came to us in
Christ. - Don Skinner
The incarnation was a historical and unrepeatable
event with permanent consequences. Reigning at
God’s right hand today is the man Christ Jesus,
still human as well as divine, though now His
humanity has been glorified. Having assumed our
human nature, He has never discarded it, and He
never will. - John Stott
Here the impossible union
Of spheres of existence is actual.
Here the past and future
Are conquered and reconciled.
- T S Eliot, from The Four Quartets
Our God contracted to a span,
Incomprehensibly made man.
- Charles Wesley
Mary-born Lord, humble us so that we also might
say, ‘Let it be with me according to your word.’ Stanley Hauerwas
The incarnation was a necessary means to an end,
and the end was the putting away of the sin of the
world by the offering of the body of Christ.
- Thomas Hewitt
The Christian story is precisely the story of one
grand miracle. - C S Lewis
He that made man was made man. - C H Spurgeon
Christmas is the day that holds all time together.
- Alexander Smith
Filling the world, He lies in a manger! - Augustine
Where there is peace, God is. - Anon
Peace rules the day when Christ rules the mind.
- Anon
Peace is a free gift, and it flows from the pure
mercy of God. - John Calvin

We rob ourselves of much joy if we forget the
loving and caring presence all round about us of
the angels of God. - Maurice Roberts
Bells, the music bordering nearest heaven.
- Charles Lamb
Whatever we hold to ourselves is loss. Whatever
we give to God is gain. - Gilbert Shaw
Who can deny that Jesus of Nazareth, the
incarnate Son of the most High God, is the eternal
glory of the Jewish race? - Benjamin Disraeli
The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless
baby, unable to do more than lie and stare and
wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed and
changed and taught to talk like any other child….
The more you think about it, the more staggering
it gets. - J I Packer
Christ became what we are that He might make
us what He is. - Athanasius
All men who live with any degree of serenity, live
by some assurance of grace. - Reinhold Niebuhr
With Christmas entertaining in mind…some very
light-hearted observations
The family is the place where the most ridiculous
and least respectable things in the world go on.
- Ugo Betti
There are some people who want to throw their
arms round you simply because it is Christmas;
there are other people who want to strangle you
simply because it is Christmas. - Robert Lynd
His father had a weak heart and habitually
threatened to drop dead if anybody hurt his
feelings. You may have noticed that people with
weak hearts are the tyrants of English married life.
- George Bernard Shaw
Be kind to your mother-in-law, and if necessary,
pay for her board at some good hotel.
- Josh Billings
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Parents are people who bear children, bore
There are few wild beasts more to be dreaded that
teenagers, and board newlyweds. - Anon
a talking man having nothing to say.
- Jonathan Swift
Loneliness is to endure the presence of one who
does not understand. - Elbert Hubbard
Never the time and the place and the loved one,
all together! - Robert Browning
You talk about your pleasures to your
acquaintances; you talk about your troubles to
The greatest pleasure I know is to do a good
your friends. - Fr Andrew SDC
action by stealth, and to have it found out by
accident. – Charles Lamb
Some people use one half their ingenuity to get
into debt, and the other half to avoid paying it. Drive carefully this Christmas. It's not only cars
George D Prentice
that can be recalled by their maker. - Anon
The only way to entertain some folks is to listen to
them. - Kin Hubbard

On the Lighter Side
Who lit the match or the Big Bang?

Never assume malice, when stupidity will suffice.
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Sudoku

Solution at back

Humour

The Alpha males went into full display mode
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St James the Least of All
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’…

On the peril of choosing new kneelers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

After all these years, I now understand why the non-conformist denominations sit down, rather than
kneel, to say their prayers. That way, no decisions have to be taken over the number, size, shape, colour,
material and design of kneelers in church.
Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate the Relief of Mafeking,
and after more than a century of use by the pious and not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain
members of our congregation, they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so that
when used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the clothes of their neighbour, who then leaves Mattins
looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most congenial for nesting and
who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss Mapp chases them down the aisle with her
umbrella; that this provides her with the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely
coincidental. The final straw came when my own, by some quirk in its design, now sounds like a
whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may cause the choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing
to the dignity of our worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the problem. Who makes them?
What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the whole project? There is enough here to occupy the
combined minds of our Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming,
manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression pacts and formation of tactical truces to make the United
Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue
berets to enforce peace.
The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show the Union Jack –
presumably so they can be waved at appropriate moments in our services; one belligerent individual
wants to see depictions of St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and
other such tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict doves or
small fluffy creatures, which would make the church look more like pets corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire congregation converts to Roman
Catholicism.... and then we could stand for our prayers and do without kneelers entirely.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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From The Hymn Book
Aurelius Prudentius in the fourth century AD penned the words of the magnificent plainsong hymn
Divinum Mysterium:
Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be
He is the Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
The sixteen lines of Charles Wesley’s hymn “Come, thou long-expected Jesus” succinctly describe God’s
plan for Man’s salvation. The hymn speaks of Jesus thus: ‘born to set us free’, ‘hope of all the earth’, born a
child and yet a king’, and as the One who alone can ‘raise us to thy glorious throne.’
Prudentius and Wesley, fourteen centuries apart in human time, but together, eye-to-eye in faith.
Prudentius, like Wesley was a prolific writer of Christian poetry, drawing heavily upon early Christian
authors.
(Charles Wesley, ordained in 1735, remained an Anglican and is buried in St. Marylebone Church, London.)

Crossword Solution:

Sudoku Solution:
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Holy Trinity Kew Multicultural Chinese
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Stephen Kerr, 0422 524 574

44

