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From the Vicar 
 

Dear Parishioners,  

 

Almighty God,  

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and to put on the armour of light,  

now in the time of this mortal life,  

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  

that on the last day,  

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge the living and the dead,  

we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  

 

The great collect for Advent Sunday urges us “to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the 

armour of light” while we are mortal, so that, when we enter into immortality, we will flourish into 

eternal life. C. S. Lewis the great author and thinker is part of my “armour of light”.  

 

In his writings, I find the essence of my youth and adult life, the beginning of my independent reading, 

and the gateway to my imagination. Lewis’s own love of literature goes before me and calls me; but 

he also points me back to my past, and the moment when I first became aware of God.  

 

I am ten years old, and overwhelmed by joy and sadness in equal measure having just read The Lion, 

the Witch and the Wardrobe. It is Holy Week 1972, and I know that I feel elated by the story, but am 

unable to articulate why or how. Instead, I go into the back garden and think about what I have seen 

and heard, while I pace around on the pair of stilts borrowed from a friend down the street. Everything 

feels larger than life. The rest of the Narnia books followed, but I would always return to The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe. It became part of my world view.  

 

C. S. Lewis was an atheist until the age of 32. Then, as he writes in his memoir Surprised by Joy, he felt 

“the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet”. Lewis’s 

appreciation of myth enabled him to accept the centrality of scripture. He recalls his journey towards 

Christianity: “I was by now too experienced in literary criticism to regard the Gospels as myths. They 

had not the mythical taste. . . If ever a myth had become fact, had been incarnated, it would be just like 

this. And nothing else in all literature was just like this.”  

 

Lewis is fond of antithesis and contradiction, of turning things on their head in order to show them the 

right way up. In the magical land of Narnia, the great lion Aslan speaks to several of the children alone: 

words intended only for that particular child, like the personal God of our faith. In The Lion, the Witch, 

and the Wardrobe, Father Christmas gives Peter a sword and shield, Susan a bow and arrows and a small 

ivory horn, and Lucy some miraculous cordial and a dagger.  



TRINITY TIMES |Christmas 2025 

 3 
 

In Prince Caspian, set centuries later in Narnia time, the children take up their gifts again in an ancient 

treasure house of the now ruined castle of Cair Paravel. Lewis places special emphasis on this moment: 

“All the battles and hunts and feasts came rushing into their heads together.” Peter’s shield of faith 

and his sword of the spirit allude to the armour of God that St Paul writes about in Ephesians 6.10-18. 

Susan’s bow and arrows evoke William Blake’s “bow of burning gold” and “arrows of desire” in 

“Jerusalem”.  

   

On Advent Sunday, the children’s gifts from Father Christmas become like our armour of light: 

symbols of immortality in this transitory life. This central, Christian truth is of profound importance 

to Lewis’s writings. In Surprised by Joy he illustrates this well: “If Shakespeare and Hamlet could ever 

meet, it must be Shakespeare’s doing.”  

 

Lewis shows us that our earthly armour needs to be given up, like Eustace’s dragon-scales in The 

Voyage of the Dawn Treader, otherwise we become dark and difficult creatures. It is Love that calls us 

out of the shadows, like the lion Aslan breathing on the statues in the White Witch’s castle to bring them 

to life.  

 

Lewis is my Advent watchman, my guardian angel, and my friend. He continues to influence and 

enhance my life of faith. When I was ordained at Hereford Cathedral a friend congratulated me with 

Lewis’s words: “Once a king or queen in Narnia, always a king or queen.” His works are part of my 

wider scripture, my “armour of light”.  
 

Seasons Blessings,  

 

  

Father Robert  



Dear Parishioners,  
 
Christmas always evokes memories for me of 
leading worship in Medieval buildings for the 
first three years of my ordained ministry. These 
buildings included St Laurence’s Ludlow 1199, 
St Giles Ludford c.1300, St Mary Magdalene, 
Ashford Carbonell c.1300 and St Andrews 
Ashford Bowdler 1211. See some photographs 
below in the same order. Also being ordained 
deacon and priest in the Diocese of Hereford in 
1989 and 1990 and serving my title parish in St 
Laurence’s Ludlow I was able to enjoy multiple 
visits to the 9th century cathedral dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Ethelbert sitting 
on the Wye River.   
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Hereford Cathedral UK 1079 One of the 
cathedral’s treasures is it’s medieval chained 
library going back to the 12th century. This 
chained library is the oldest intact example in 
the world. The cathedral’s earliest and most 
important book is the 8th-century Hereford 
Gospels; it is one of 229 medieval manuscripts 
which now occupy two bays of the Chained 
Library. The chaining of books was the most 
widespread and effective security system in 
European libraries from the Middle Ages to the 
18th century. A chain is attached at one end to 
the front cover of each book; the other end is 
slotted on to a rod running along the bottom of 
each shelf. The system allows a book to be taken 
from the shelf and read at the desk, but not to 
be removed from the bookcase. The books are 
shelved with their foredges, rather than their 
spines, facing the reader (the wrong way round 
to us); this allows the book to be lifted down and 
opened without needing to be turned around – 
thus avoiding tangling the chain.   
  

 
Chained Library Hereford Cathedral 11th 
Century  

Other treasures are one of only four copies of 
the 1217 Henry III version of the Magna Carta 
and is the finest in existence.   

 
The final treasure is the Mappa Mundi. The 
Hereford Mappa Mundi is a medieval map of 
the known world c. 1300. It is the largest 
medieval map still known to exist. A larger 
mappa mundi, the Ebstorf map in northern 
Germany was destroyed by Allied bombing in 
1943, though photographs of it survive. The 
Hereford Mappa Mundi hung for many years on 
a wall of a choir aisle in the cathedral. During 
the troubled times of the Commonwealth the 
map had been laid beneath the floor of Bishop 
Audley's Chantry, where it remained secreted 
for some time. In 1855 it was cleaned and 
repaired at the British Museum. During the 
Second World War, for safety reasons, the 
Mappa Mundi and other valuable manuscripts 
from Hereford Cathedral Library were kept 
elsewhere and returned to the collection in 1946. 
In 1988, a financial crisis in the Diocese of 
Hereford (what’s new!) caused the Dean and 
Chapter to propose selling the mappa mundi. 
After much controversy, large donations from 
the National Heritage Memorial Fund, Paul 
Getty and members of the public kept the map 
in Hereford and allowed the construction of a 
new library to house the map and the chained 
library of the Cathedral.   
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Interior photographs of St Laurence Ludlow, St Giles 
Ludford, St Mary Magdalene Ashford Carbonell, St 
Andrew Ashford Bowdler and Hereford Cathedral:  
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
I hope you like the photographs and I look forward to meeting you over the Season of Advent and 
Christmas. Wishing you a Merry Christmas.  
 

 
Fr Robert Newton KSJ 
Vicar, Holy Trinity Kew 
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Monday 8th December Baptisms and admissions to  

Holy Communion at Holy Trinity  
from Trinity Grammar Junior School  

 
Jubilate Deo! 

 

 
 

Enzo Xie, Kevin Sun, Samuel Diamond, Liam Wells-Jansz, Harry Ferrier, Patrick Chen, Andrew James, 
Mr Kieran McCrohan, Ms Cecilia Fairlie, Mr Adrian Farrer, Fr Bryn Jones, Rev’d Zhuhong (Ruth) Li DSJ, 

Fr Robert Newton KSJ 
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Editorial 

 

C S Lewis is regarded as one of the greatest 

expositors of the Christian faith in the 20th Century. 

In a book of essays (1970), chapter 8 was titled The 

Grand Miracle. Such was the importance of that 

chapter that all the book’s 26 essays were published 

under that very same title.  

Lewis writes of the question still heard today: could 

we not have “a Christianity stripped of, or, as people 

say, “freed” from its miraculous elements, a 

Christianity with the miraculous element 

suppressed.” 

He continues: “Now it seems to me that precisely the 

one religion in the world, or at least the only one I 

know with which you could not do that is 

Christianity…because the Christian story is 

precisely the story of one great miracle…that what is 

beyond all space and time, which is uncreated, 

eternal, came into Nature, descended into His own, 

into human nature, descended into His own 

universe, and rose again, bringing Nature up with 

Him. 

In contrast other religions such as Buddhism and 

Islam, “nothing essential would be altered if you took 

away the miracles”. Moreover, Lewis demonstrates 

that without the Incarnation – The Grand Miracle - 

“there is nothing specifically Christian left.” 

Essay 26 is headed “What Christmas Means to me.”: 

“Three things go by the name of Christmas. One is a 

religious festival…the second is a popular holiday, 

an occasion for merrymaking and hospitality…I 

much approve of merrymaking…But the third thing 

is of course the commercial racket.” 

As Lewis explains, “the interchange of presents was 

a very small ingredient in the older English festivity. 

Mr. Pickwick took a cod with him to Dingley Dell; 

the reformed Scrooge ordered a turkey for his 

clerk…toys and fruit were given to children. But the 

idea that not only all friends but even all 

acquaintances should give one another presents, or 

at least send one another cards, is quite modern and 

has been forced upon us by the shopkeepers.” 

We, too, might agree that we could well do without 

the commercial frenzy which begins long before the 

season of Advent arrives. Yet without the Grand 

Miracle and the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

we remain in our sinful state, without the salvation 

procured by our Saviour. 

It is clear that all the 37 recorded miracles Jesus 

performed were possible because of that mind-

blowing event that took place 2000 years ago: God 

was born in a stable in Bethlehem 

That, and the rest, is history.
 

POST-SCRIPT TO CRISTMAS EDITORIAL 

The December 14th 2025 massacre at Bondi Beach should be a turning-point in the understanding and 

management of Australia’s national security. Much has been rightly made of possible threats from the 

Communist Party of China to Taiwan and to the vital shipping route the South China Sea. 

However, fewer words have been spoken, and less action taken for the danger from within our shores against 

sociopathic Islamist terrorism: synagogues attacked, violence verbal and physical have been merely tutt-tuttered 

against, and an envoy for a non-existent widespread ‘anti-Islamophobia’ has been appointed. 

Still mainly a Christian nation, Australia presently must appear to the rest of the world as being blind or gutless 

in dealing with the amoral actions of those Muslims who have been indoctrinated in the more barbaric surus in 

the Koran. Now is the time for Australia to decide whom it will serve: the Christian God of Peace, or allow turmoil 

and persecution - not only of our Jewish brothers and sisters and humanity itself - or the faux safety of 

cowardness. 

It is also time for Islamic leaders to eradicate the bellicose indoctrination of their flock. 
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From the vicar: 

I began my writings before the massacre at Bondi Beach with a light festive heart that has now changed into 

lament. As I have indicated in the past there is Jew hatred in this country that has been allowed to spawn by weak 

state governments and a federal government. An alliance of  marxist activists and islamic fundamentalists 

marching in our streets waving anti-semitic and terrorist flags nurtured by the likes of Iran and elsewhere was 

met with a weak response from our governments and will be judged by history as what emboldened two evil men 

to do what they did. Our hearts and prayers go to the Jewish community. Our Prime Minister and State Premiers 

need to search their souls and seek repentance and forgiveness from the Jewish community and the Nation. They 

need to promise this will never happen again and make sure it doesn’t. We give thanks that the vast majority of 

our Muslim brothers and sisters in Australia would also be equally appalled at what has happened.    

 

 

Kew Hebrew Congregation Shule, Malmsbury St 

  



Christmas Reflections  
By the Reverend Zhuhong (Ruth) Li 

 
 
This year’s Christmas, we celebrate our Lord 

Jesus 2025th Birthday!  

2025 years ago, God sent His only begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ, to the world, providing the way for 

people who felt hopelessness to see the light, to 

know the light, and live in the light for the light 

of God. Reflecting on Christmas, I felt that no 

person s birthday celebration has lasted longer 

than 2025 years, nor influenced so many 

people’s lives like Jesus of Nazareth. I hope that 

those who celebrate Christmas with joy, peace, 

and hope are living in the light, even though we 

recognise that many people have never known 

what Christmas is about, and some live in states 

of dissatisfaction and sadness. Nevertheless, 

Christmas has its deeper meaning, as I first 

realised when I stopped for a moment amongst 

the busyness of the Advent season and thought 

of our Lord Jesus.  

The first person who heartfully opened the way 

for us to celebrate Christmas was the  

Blessed Virgin Mary of Nazareth, in Galilee, 

who was engaged to a righteous man named 

Joseph (Matt 1:19). Mary opened her heart to the 

Lord, obeyed the Lord s bidding through the 

angel Gabriel s message, and as the servant of 

the Lord, she magnified the Lord (Luke 1:26-38). 

Therefore, she found favour in the Lord. She 

responded to the Lord and let the work of the 

Holy Spirit be in her body (Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke 

1:35) to give birth to the holy one, Son of God 

(Luke 1:35), Jesus, the Messiah, whose name 

was named by the angel (Luke 2:21), (Matthew 

1:16, 18).   

The second person is Joseph, who was engaged 

to marry Mary and had learned of her 

pregnancy, and wanted to dismiss her quietly. 

But he opened his heart to the Lord s 

appearance to him in a dream, obeyed what the 

Lord said, and took Mary as his wife until she 

gave birth to Jesus. Joseph was the second 

person to take responsibility for protecting and 

celebrating Jesus’ birth, as he was a righteous 

man (Matt 1:19).   

While Mary was pregnant, Joseph travelled 

with her from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

to the town of Bethlehem in Judea to be 

registered; there was no room for them to stay 

in an inn. There was only a stable open for them 

to stay in while delivering the Child in a 

manger. Therefore, the manger and the stable 

have become an iconic part of our celebration of 

Christmas.     

The third persons were the shepherds, during 

the night, kept watching their flock and saw the 

glory of the Lord and heard the angel say that  

Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger.” (Luke 2:10-12) They believed what 

the angel said to them, and found Jesus lying in 

the manger, beside Mary and Joseph. They 

glorified and praised the Lord. The shepherds 

were the first witnesses of  

Jesus’ birth and shared Jesus’ message to their 

region. Over the past 2025 years, these 

shepherds have modelled how we should be 

witnesses and participants in seeing, glorifying, 

worshiping, and praising the Lord, and in living 

for the Lord. (Luke 2:8, 20).   

The fourth person was the Magi, or the Three 

Wise Men. Outside of Judea, far away from the 

east, they observed that the star in the sky had 

risen to signal the birth of the new king. They 

avoided King Herod's threat, followed the star 

s guidance, and brought their treasure to baby 

Jesus, the new King, by kneeling before Him 

and paying Him homage. They not only opened 
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their wisdom hearts, eyes, and minds to the new 

King Jesus, but they also offered Jesus their best 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and left 

no trouble for the child. These three wise men 

gave us an excellent example of how to 

celebrate this Christmas.   

The fifth person was the bad actor in the story: 

King Herod. He heard of Jesus’ birth from the 

three wise men and was frightened, and all the 

people of Jerusalem with him (Matt. 2:3). None 

of the baby boys two years old or under, around 

Bethlehem, could escape his murdering hands 

(Matt. 2:16-18). Herod s anti-Christian heart and 

actions have still been threatening the Christian 

community to this very day.   

This Christmas, as we celebrate Jesus 2025th 

birthday, Mary’s care for Jesus Christ has really 

stuck in my heart. In our parish, our leaders are 

really caring for our Church s needs and the 

needs of the people in this parish and 

community. Each Sunday s sermon leads our 

hearts closer to Jesus; each pastoral letter 

comforts our hearts; each pastoral visit to the 

hospital and home brings strength and healing 

to the sick people s lives, and they feel the care 

from the Lord through each visit. As a person 

living alone for the Lord, I would like to suggest 

this Christmas, looking to Jesus and caring for 

Jesus as Mary did; some people live with their 

families, serve your family in a joyful and 

thankful heart, so that our family members can 

see the living Lord Jesus’ life through our lives.    

As we all know that the Church is the body of 

Jesus. We care for the Church, and all God s 

faithful people are caring for Jesus as Mary did. 

Keep Jesus and His Kingdom in our hearts and 

pray without ceasing in any way at any time, 

our hearts shall be full of joy and peace. It's just 

like some of our Church members who care for 

the Church and others’ needs, open their hearts 

and hands to give. Some people like to read the 

Bible and other Christian books every day, 

some like to listen to David Suchet s Bible 

readings online every day, some like to watch 

Christian TV programs such as the BBC 

religious program Songs of Praise each Sunday 

at 11 am, some people like to work in their 

garden to reflect on God s creation and 

blessings, and so on. Whenever we do, we put 

Jesus Christ first in humility, so His name is 

glorified through our lives. We support the 

Church s planning and its leadership, in my 

understanding, it s much like Mary's care for the 

baby Jesus.   

Some people perhaps feel righteous for their 

own life planning in what they want to do like 

Joseph s thoughts before the Lord appeared in 

his dream, I hope that when the Lord appears to 

them in any circumstances through anything, if 

they have a willing heart for the Lord and 

listening ears to Him, they will become like 

Joseph to care for the Church s needs, its 

mission and leadership, its people, and its 

properties. When there needs to be repair in our 

parish, for example, the leaking and weathering 

of heritage buildings, gates, doors, floors, water 

pumps, drainage channels, lights, gardens, and 

plants, there are some people who work 

tirelessly, sincerely, and humbly for the sake of 

the name of Jesus and the glory of His Church 

who is the bridge of the Lord without a wrinkle 

or spot (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:27; 

Revelation 19:7).   

This Christmas, I would like to draw your 

attention to what the shepherds did in the field 

by night: They kept watch and listened to the 

angel's message. Their praising of God in their 

lives gives us the perfect example.  

Through the angel Gabriel's announcement to 

Mary about the birth of Jesus Christ and Mary s 

humble obedience, the Saviour of the World 

was born. Joseph listened to the angel s warning 

in his dream, protected Mary and baby Jesus 

from any danger, and kept them safe so they 
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could complete the saving work of God. We 

couldn’t imagine any other way around. Clergy 

proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ, as 

recorded in the Bible, is a crucial part of this 

Christmas celebration. It s like the preaching 

each Sunday, which is the solid food for our 

spiritual needs; we, as the Church, need these 

strong messages from the Gospel, to proclaim 

that the Kingdom of God has come near 

(Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:15). If we, like Mary and 

Joseph, listened to the angel s annunciation to 

listen to the leader of the Church s leadings and 

plannings, the Church would be built up 

strongly over the world. There will be no 

divisions in the Church, no decline or closure.  

As baptised people, we celebrate this Christmas 

and gather together in the Church to worship 

God and live for the 

glory of the Lord, as 

pictured in Psalm 

133:1-3.  

How very good and 

pleasant it is     when 

kindred live together in 

unity!  It is like the 

precious oil on the head,     

running down upon the 

beard, on the beard of 

Aaron,     running down 

over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of 

Hermon,     which falls on 

the mountains of Zion. 

For there the Lord 

ordained his blessing,     

life forevermore.”  

As baptised people, we 

celebrate Jesus 2025th 

birthday, should also 

keep in mind what 2 

Corinthians 5:1-5 tells us.  

For we know that, if the earthly tent we live in is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 

tent we groan, longing to be further clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, for surely when we have been 

clothed in it, we will not be found naked. For while 

we are in this tent, we groan under our burden 

because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further 

clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up 

by life. The one who has prepared us for this very 

thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a down 

payment.” We belong to Jesus, who has done 

everything for us. We are united with Him 

through His Word and Sacraments in this 

Christmas season and every day.  

In this Christmas season celebrating our Lord 

Jesus 2025th birthday, let us be like the angel 

announcing the 

Saviour Jesus’ name to 

others; be like Mary to 

put the Lord God in 

our hearts and let our 

heart to be opened; be 

like Joseph to take care 

of God s people and the 

Church humbly; be like 

the shepherds to keep 

watch in the night and 

run to worship the 

Lord and praise His 

name. Let us humble 

ourselves, see others as 

better than ourselves, 

and serve the Lord in 

His Church as a 

healthy cell to build up 

the Church as a 

precious gift to the 

Lord, beginning at this 

Christmas celebration.  

  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-

mystic-nativity (accessed on 12 December 2025)  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-mystic-nativity
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Around HTK Lately  
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THE FATHER IN THE SHADOWS 

By Deirdre Baker 

Over two thousand years ago, there was a good 
and faithful man named Joseph, who was 
entrusted by God to be the earthly husband of a 
young woman called Mary. Few 
Protestant Christians even know his Name day 
- 19th March.   
 The name Joseph (Yosef in Hebrew) means “He 
will add/May God add”.  In the Old Testament, 
the name Joseph first appears in Genesis Chs 
37-50. Joseph was the favourite son of Jacob and 
Rachel and became the Founder of his Tribe. In 
Genesis we read about the importance of Joseph 
to the Jewish people and also to the 
neighbouring country of Egypt. He had the gift 
of interpreting dreams, enabling him to achieve 
release from slavery and prison. He rose to 
become Vizier or second in control of all Egypt.  
Joseph used his skills to ensure both the 
survival of his own family and tribe and that of 
Egypt itself, for it was a time of terrible drought. 
Joseph could even be seen as a prototype or 
precursor of Jesus Christ, as chosen by God to 
fulfil the role of Saviour of his people.  

************  

JOSEPH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  

Turning to the New Testament, we find in the 
first chapters of Matthew and Luke an account 
of the Annunciation made by the angel Gabriel 
to Mary: she was chosen by God to become the 
mother of a firstborn son. He  
was to be named Jesus (Yeshua meaning 
Salvation). On hearing the news of her 
pregnancy, Mary gently questioned the angel 
how this could happen. As a devout Jewish girl 
she quickly believed Gabriel and  accepted as 
true the good news delivered by him.   
 Next the angel immediately confirmed the same 
good news to Joseph, who was considering 
breaking off their engagement (Matt. 1:20-21).  
Gabriel commanded him to accept the truth 
about Mary’s virginal conception. Joseph was 
told not to be afraid to marry Mary, with the 

proviso that he abstain from marriage until after 
the birth of the baby Jesus.   
Joseph accepted the commands of Gabriel in 
complete silence. There are no words of  
Joseph recorded in the Gospel narratives.   
 Greek icons often picture the Nativity scene in 
all its glorious  array: angels, shepherds, a 
brilliant star or comet leading several wise men 
(magi) from the east These all encircle the 
Virgin Mary and her newborn Son, Jesus 
(Yeshuah, meaning Saviour). However Joseph 
does not share at all in this scene of jubilation. 
He figures in the bottom left corner, in sombre 
colours, huddled down and deeply shocked.
   
 The Holy Family lived not in David’s City of 
Jerusalem, but in Nazareth - a relatively small 
town in the Galilean area of northern Palestine. 
God’s plan was for Jesus to be part of a holy and 
devout family. In Nazareth Jesus was reared 
and lived his adult life for some 30 years in a 
Jewish family. Jesus was known simply as the 
son of Joseph the carpenter. No doubt local 
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gossip and scathing rumours were that the real 
father of the boy Jesus was unknown. It is quite 
possible that Jesus and Joseph were both 
mocked, although their lives were exemplary.   
 Joseph was a loving husband, bread winner and 
devoted father of his sons and daughters. What 
is clear that, for the whole of his life, Joseph 
accepted his central role in God’s plan for the 
salvation of us lost human beings. Joseph was 
chosen by God to be the earthly legal father of 
Jesus, the  Son of God. He clearly had a major 
role in Jesus’s upbringing as well as that of his 
half brothers James, Joses, Simon and Jude and 
their several sisters.   

ABOUT CARPENTERS  

 Carpenters varied from the rough and tumble 
types, making yokes and plough shares, to the 
most experiences and skilled of workers. They 
were  essential and important members of the 
community, having the whole range of 
abilities, even designing and building palaces 
for local rulers. An example could well be the 
grand palace and stadium of Tiberias built on 
Lake Galilee by the tyrant Antipas (6-39 
AD/CE) where Joseph could well have 
worked, making the money needed for family 
daily living.  
 Over the centuries art works often portray  
Joseph with his tools of trade, and in our 
own  
Church of Holy Trinity, Kew, on the east 
side near the doorway, a modern stained 
glass window shows the young Joseph in 
the workshop being instructed by Joseph, 
with Mary looking on.  
 

THE STORY OF THE NATIVITY IN 
BETHLEHEM  

 The bare facts of the Holy Family’s life extend 
no further than the area of Nazareth and the Sea 
of Galilee. There is no written account at all of a 
Bethlehem birth in the earliest gospel, Mark, or 
the last one, John. The two stories in Matthew 
and Luke’s gospels are set in Bethlehem. They 

were written after the Resurrection to confirm 
Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah 
coming from the City of David, Bethlehem. 
  
Examining the description we have in Matthew 
and Luke, the  question is about the exact 
location of Jesus’s birth. In fact the word ‘stable’ 
is not used in the gospel narratives at all. 
Stables, or even caves, were primarily for 
animals, storage et cetera. Yet many carols 
include “stable” to emphasise how God allotted 
his beloved Son Jesus so lowly a birth as a sign 
of his great love for us.  
 Now there’s no problem about the animals. In 
most modest homes across the Mediterranean 
and the Near and Middle East, domestic 
animals were kept on a lower level inside the 
house for safety, for protection from the cold in 
winter and to help keep the family warm!  In 
Kenya, years ago, my family and I visited a 
Christian pastor’s house where we saw the 
above arrangement. On the upper level the 
adults and numerous children huddled 
together with blankets. The food for the animals 
was placed along the edge of that upper level.  
 As for ‘inns’ or carevan-serails, it is unthinkable 
that women be allowed into such places - and 
even more so that babies be born there. These 
places (inns) were designed for travellers - men, 
animals and goods. Joseph and Mary would 
have had around them many close relatives 
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plus other members of their Davidic tribe, 
offering help and even hospitality if they were 
residents of the town.   

 Finally no male would be allowed at a birth. 
Midwives provide all the skill and experience 
needed; childbirth was for women only, as is 
still the case around the world.  
My Tasmanian grandmother, in her own town, 
fulfilled the local roles of nurse, midwife and 
‘layer-out’ of bodies in preparation for burial.   

THE HOLY FAMILY’S  PASSOVER TRIP TO 
JERUSALEM  

 

LUKE 1:46-55:  This long passage has features of 
a true historical event.  It shows that Mary 
herself saw Joseph as the father of Jesus. It 
relates how, Mary and Joseph took their family, 
including of course their eldest twelve year old 
son Jesus, to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 
Passover. His Bar-Mitzvah would come two 
years later. Both parents assumed that Jesus 
was among the many relatives and friends 
returning home, so they began searching far 
and wide.  

Not finding their son yet, they retraced their 
steps to Jerusalem and at last they discovered 
their young son debating with the teachers in 
the Temple. Then Mary reproached him, saying, 
‘Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been searching three days for 
you’. Jesus’s answer was prophetic. He said that 
he had to ‘be about his Father’s business’. Back 
home in Nazareth he remained obedient to his 
parents, but Mary treasured in her heart the 
words spoken by her son in the Temple. This 
important story establishes that Joseph had a 
major role in Jesus’s upbringing. He was with 
Mary at such a traumatic time. The last sentence 
is our only glimpse of the Lord as an adolescent. 
“Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man”.  
 

THE TIME OF JOSEPH’S DEATH  

  We have no record for the age when Joseph 
died. Though he is often portrayed as old in 
carols and portraits, the gospels make no 
mention of his age.  He could well have been in 
his twenties when Mary and Joseph were first 
engaged. Lives were much shorter in those 
times, and Joseph’s trade was physically 
demanding.  
 After Joseph had died, it must have been a very 
hard time for Mary as a widow. This is 
indicated by her once walking on foot with her 
family to beg Jesus not to continue his 
dangerous ministry. (Mk 3:31, Matt. 3:55 & 
12:46; Lk 8:19 ). She must have greatly missed 
Joseph’s strength and support.   
Jesus’s concern and love for Mary was 
movingly shown in John’s gospel   
(19:26-27) . When still on the Cross, the Lord 
entrusted the care of his elderly mother to his 
beloved young disciple John. He was a believer 
in Christ and was present at the Crucifixion. 
Thanks to John we know the words of the Lord: 
he said to John ’Here is your mother’ and to 
Mary ‘Women, here is your son’.   

************  

Though not stated in the New 
Testament, we may imagine Joseph  
dying peacefully within the circle of 
his Nazareth family.   

Joseph had fulfilled his God-given 
role as the beloved, faithful legal 
father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

“The Father in the Shadows” has 
emerged from the shadows 
indeed.  
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A gathering of past HTK Mothers Union women at the 11.00am Chapel Service on Wednesday the 
3rd of December followed by lunch in the Parish Centre.  

Attendees included Jane Smith, Rosemary Nairn, Carol Fraser, Nell Eddy and Marilyn Frood (Left to 
Right) and Liz Cook.  

The Vicar and the Reverend Ruth Li also attended lunch after the service. 
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Saint Nicholas of Bari 
By Julie-Anne Barnes 

 
There is not much definitely known about Saint 
Nicholas but there is a lot of information in the 
form of legendary fables of his life and 
activities.  Although there seem to be no 
documents supporting even his existence, his 
life and good works have been celebrated 
widely; many churches, particularly Eastern 
Orthodox, honour him.   
 
What follows is derived from these traditions.   
 
It is believed that Nicholas was born at Patara, 
in Lycia (Turkey) in the 4th century AD and died 
c.350 at Myra.  Nicholas came from an affluent 
family and was able to travel in his youth, 
visiting Egypt and Palestine before returning to 
Turkey, where he was appointed Bishop of 
Myra, a poor diocese.  During his ministry, he 
became known for his holy life, for miracles, 
and for the conversion of sinners.  Many 
believed that he devoted the whole of his 
inheritance to charitable good works and the 
relief of poverty. 
 
During the persecution of Christians by Roman 
Emperor Diocletian, Nicholas was imprisoned 
for his faith.  He attended the Council of Nicaea, 
convened by Emperor Constantine in 325 AD.  
There he, with other bishops, denounced the 
heresy of Arianism (the belief that Jesus was 
created rather than begotten by God the Father). 
 
There are several stories about his good works, 
including the destruction of pagan temples and 
different miracles, generally involving his 
rescue of people in danger and even 
resuscitation of victims.  One story tells of three 
girls whom Nicholas saved from prostitution: 
their father was about to sell them because he 
had no money for dowries.  Nicholas rescued 
the girls by throwing three bags of gold into 
their house, with the result that all three were 
able to marry.  Another story is about three 
murdered children whose bodies had been 

salted down for meat, during a famine.  The 
saint restored them to life. 
 
He became known for saving wrongly 
condemned men from execution, forcing a 
governor to admit he had been bribed to 
condemn three men; he appeared to Emperor 
Constantine in a dream telling him that three 
imperial officers who had been condemned 
were innocent of any crime.  The were freed 
next day.  
 
The miracles have been the subject of liturgical 
plays and a favourite subject for medieval 
painters. 
 

 
Insert: 
Triptych ‘Three Legends of St Nicholas’ by Gerard 
David (c.1460-1523) Netherlandish. 
 
On the left is Nicholas, immediately after his 
birth, standing to thank God for his delivery.  
The centre panel shows Nicholas about to throw 
a bag of gold through the poor man’s window, 
with his three daughters sleeping in the 
background.  On the right, can be seen Nicholas, 
Bishop of Myra raising three dead children 
from their salt bath. 
 
The fame and veneration of St Nicholas spread 
throughout the Mediterranean from the East 
and into Italy.  Thousands of churches, both 
Western and Eastern Orthodox bear his name 
and celebrate his Day, December 6.  He is the 
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patron saint of Russia and Greece, as well as of 
many cities and towns.  
 

 
Insert: 
Visitors to the tomb of S. Nicola, Bari, 23 September 
2009 
 
When Nicholas died, his body was originally 
laid in a shrine at Myra where, in the 6th century, 
it became a favourite of pilgrims.  When the area 
was overrun by the Saracens, however, some 
enterprising Italian sailors robbed the tomb in 
1087, rescued the saint’s body and took it to 
Bari, Puglia, for Christian burial.  Here, a 
magnificent basilica was built to honour the 
saint and to house his relics.  In 1089, Pope 
Urban II attended the consecration of the crypt 
where the relics were entombed. 
 

 
Insert: Basilica of S. Nicola, Bari (1089-1197AD 
 

This basilica became one of the great pilgrimage 
centres in Medieval times.  St Nicholas was 
adopted as the patron saint of suffering 
children, innocent prisoners, storm-threatened 
sailors, of travellers in general and hence even 
highwaymen.   
 

 
Insert: The tomb of S. Nicola, Bari 
 
St Nicholas became associated with the 
celebration of Christmas as patron of children, 
leading to the Christmas practice of giving gifts 
to children.  The metamorphosis of St 
Christopher through Sinter Klaas into Santa 
Claus started in Germany and spread through 
countries where Reformed churches flourished.   
The character of Sinter Klaas is partly derived 
from a pagan festival of Thor, associated with 
Winter, the Yule Log and evergreen 
decorations. Thor rode on a chariot drawn by 
two goats called Cracker and Gnasher.   
 
 
Several of these traditions included such a 
character, often bearing gifts for children; some 
were said to punish naughty children as well.  
Other Summer Festival traditions existed in 
Europe, differing in detail, but most tended to 
merge gradually into the Christmas 
celebrations.  The story of Sinter Klaas (later 
Santa Claus) and his gift-giving was carried by 
the Dutch protestant settlers who went to New 
Holland, now New York.  From there it spread 
throughout the Western world. 

 

 

 

  



Osage Orange and Just As They Come 

By Neil Appleby 

Over twenty-five years ago I taught my last 
class as a deputy principal in a western suburbs 
government school.  Nothing terribly 
significant about that, but a few incidents 
remain firmly in my mind.  The class, all boys, 
unusual in a co-ed school, was General 
Mathematics (B)  These 16-year-old lads were 
not the intellectual luminaries of year 11.  I 
decided I could either fight them in a traditional 
classroom or give them the freedom to achieve 
by undertaking self-paced and individual 
learning.  I chose the latter. 
 
First semester titled unit 1 (terms 1 &2) covered 
five topics then the same again in second 
semester (titled unit 2).  The  kicker was that 
they had to achieve more than 80% on the end 
of topic test that they sat at their convenience.  
These ‘wise’ lads were overjoyed that they 
didn’t have to ‘work’.  However as the semester 
progressed it dawned on them that if they 
didn’t knuckle down they would not 
satisfactorily complete three of the five topics by 
semester’s end.  Worse, the comparatively easy 
‘end of topic’ test was easy to get 50 or 60 per 
cent but the 80 percent they found difficult.  The 
year progressed and they all managed to 
scramble a pass for unit 1.  This led to some 
bravado in the second semester.  I recall one 
exchange with a group that went something 
along the lines of “You lads really should settle 
down and do some work.”  The reply was 
“Why?’. And I replied “Because my word here 
is the rule”. And the prompt reply was (to loud 
laughter) “No, but we rule the streets!”. 
 
A few weeks later a conversation arose 
concerning guns in the  school.  There was much 
muttering so I rephrased the question.  “There 
are no guns in the school today.  How long 
would it take if you really really needed to get a 
gun into the school?”  After much foot shuffling 
they concluded that the answer was 10 minutes.  
This confirmed two things.  First, that at least 
one gun had been in the school one day.  

Second, that the death threat I had received a 
couple of months earlier might have had some 
substance to it. 
 
So we journey to the  end of the year and 
surprise, surprise they all pass.  Not because I 
lowered the standards but because they came to 
personally own their success.  Last period of the 
year and the six foot three Macedonian lad 
approached me and gave me a massive bear 
hug.  Flustered, I said “What was that for?”.  He 
said “I was talking to my Dad and I said I had 
passed Maths”.  He said “What do you mean? 
You have never passed Maths in your life.” I 
said “I really have” and my Dad was really 
proud of me.  Smiles all round. 
 
As the last class was filing out a rather quiet lad 
approached me and gave me a package very 
roughly wrapped in newspaper.  I was a bit shy 
in unwrapping it lest it contained an armed 
mouse trap or such.  I regret my untrusting 
behaviour as it contained two wooden bowls - 
one of Oregon and the other osage orange.  I 
discovered that he does wood turning as a 
hobby.  He chose an easy soft timber like oregon 
but the real charmer was the osage orange bowl.  
The timber is pricey, particularly difficult to 
turn and really quite hard.  I still have the  bowls 
today.  Why give me something so special?  
There must have been something very special 
going on in that class. 
 
These twenty-five were influential and 
authoritative within their peers.  That power 
contrasts with that of the twelve disciples led by 
Jesus.  Amongst them were four fishermen, a 
political activist, a tax collector and maybe some 
local officials and a treasurer.  Their influence 
continues today as we approach this season of 
Christmas.  Christ’s birth and subsequent 
teachings have given us a greater 
understanding of our faith.  We celebrate 
Christmas with joy that Jesus was born. 
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Hope for Today: A Very Brief Cultural Tour 

by Cecilia Litchfield 

  

As we gather up our thoughts and reflect on the year that was, words like dismay, discordant, frayed, 
fragmented (Fr. Robert’s sermon last week), probably pop up far more than peaceful and smooth. But 
as Christians we are called to be joyful and to be at peace. It has been a struggle, especially because 
Christianity feels increasingly out of step with the norm. So to counterbalance this dismay I have been 
searching for common ground - instances where secular culture intersects with biblical values. 
Beautifully, HOPE comes to fore, even as we light the Advent Candle of Hope.  
  
A quick web search reveals good 
news: major think tanks are zeroing 
on hope as an emotion or mindset 
that is valuable for wellbeing. 
Stanford psychologist Jamil Zaki 
says hope is the belief that things will 
go well, that things could improve, 
although we do not  know what the 
future holds. Therefore our actions 
matter in shaping what comes. 
“Hope is not a way of ignoring 
problems or pretending like 
everything is great when it’s not.” 
Zaki contrasts hope with optimism 
which is closer to wishful thinking 
and an expectation that things will 
simply come good.   

 Source: freepik  
 
The Oxford Character Project studies hope using an interdisciplinary approach. It aims to provide  
character-based strategies for leaders and workers.  Edward Brooks heads the project and is about to 
publish a book on hope as a virtue, “offering a constructive account of hope in the context of late 
modernity” . Collaboration being the academic trend, the project is working with Harvard on the 
subject of hope and optimism; collaboration in itself is a more hopeful posture. Community is an 
important component of hope.  
  
At Harvard Medical School Dr. Adam P. Stern  notes that studies are now showing the health-related 
benefits of  hope. He says hope is a “shield and a path” even in the face of grim medical prognoses.  
Psychology Today, a popular website agrees:  “People high in hope have sustainably better physical 
and mental well-being. They also tend to live longer and happier lives. High-hope people see, and 
respond to the world differently, and they use their thoughts to focus on what they can control”.  
  
Surprisingly hope as a positive emotion has not been closely studied, until recently. This reflects our 
late 20th century preoccupation with reasoned action.  In the 1980s, Charles R. Snyder developed the 
Hope Theory which opened up the field for academic study.   He emphasized the process: our ability 
to find and achieve a way forward, and to see ourselves empowered to choose our actions. Later on he 
said: “A rainbow is a prism that sends shards of multi-coloured light in various directions. It lifts our 
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spirits and makes us think of what is possible. Hope is the same – a personal rainbow of the mind.”  
Sounds closer to a positive attitude or optimism.   
  
That picture of positivity was expanded upon by Martin Seligman of the University of  
Pennsylvania (in the 1990s) with his “Learned Optimism” runaway bestseller.  Known as the Father of 
Positive Psychology, his theories of optimism refocused psychology towards understanding the 
positive aspects of mental health - optimism, happiness, and flourishing, as opposed to treating mental 
illnesses. It is fitting that he reaches retirement with his autobiography entitled “The Hope Circuit” 
perhaps as a way to acknowledge that hope pips optimism.  
  
Emotions like hope don’t get in the way, they serve a good purpose. Recent research in 2025 shows 
that hope, as an emotion, a feeling, positively impacts our sense of a meaningful life, and therefore our 
mental well-being. Science and faith are now aligned: Hope is a worthy emotion, virtue and mindset 
that equips us for life.  
  
Music is very much a way to explore our emotions. So how about a Spotify playlist of hopeful songs?   
Spotify supplied me with a list - all Christian songs!  Is this list biased by my own streaming profile? 
Try the “Most Popular Songs 2025.” The top 10 songs are tinged with darkness, a juxtaposition of 
pathos and hope, to paint a more nuanced and realistic hopefulness. But titles and lyrics like “Die with 
a Smile” and “Fate of Ophelia” invoke death imagery and then some sort of resurrection. A familiar 
theme to believers in Christ. This is 2025 so I asked Gemini (Google’s AI), to select the most “hopeful” 
songs in the list. The key songs are collaborations amongst artists. We do our best when in community.   
  
What about movies? There is one titled “hope” and known to virtually every viewer alive: the original 
Star Wars renamed “A New Hope”,  to announce hope for the rebel movement. Luke Skywalker will 
lead them in the fight against the Evil Empire, evoking a strong metaphorical journey of hope. Yet 
there is a distinct dearth of hopeful movies in recent years. Escapism has substituted hope, perhaps.  
For 2025, Gemini suggests that the  hope-filled movies are yet to come, being December releases.  This 
year we are waiting for Christmas at the movies too.   
  
 Our purveyors of entertainment are broadly based in the USA hence a gloomy patina over their output 
is unsurprising. Furthermore New York Times columnist David Brooks reports that globally, everyone 
is more hopeful except for the Americans where  well-being has dropped sharply. Gallup polled “In 
2007, 67 percent of Americans and Canadians said they were thriving. Now it’s down to 49 percent.”  
There is a silver lining: In increasing numbers, the youth of America and elsewhere are engaging afresh 
with Christianity.  
  
 Where else to search for hope ideas in today’s world? We are attentive when famous folk are quoted, 
here’s a truly tiny selection of hope quotes:  
  
Jane Austen, whose 250th birthday is being celebrated by literary fans this year -  “Know your own 
happiness. You want nothing but patience—or give it a more fascinating name, call it hope.”  
  
 Albert Einstein, the Time Man of The 20th Century -   
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing is not to stop questioning.”  
  
Brene Brown, noted author in this century -  “Hope is not an emotion; it is a way of thinking.”   
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And if a prescriptive approach to hope suits better, here is a roadmap by Dr. Frumpkin (yes, his real 
name).  
  

 
  
Source: https://hsph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/22.03-The-medicinal-properties-of-hope.pdf  

  
  
Closer to home today, gladly supplied by our local council, and on 
every willing shop window, is a sticker  declaring the spirit of the 
season. “Hope” is prominent on the list; “Christmas” in much finer 
print at the bottom. Christmas may not be uniformly celebrated in 
our culturally diverse suburb, but hope still stands as something 
good for one and all.  
  
   
Circling back to Christian Hope, 2025 is the papal "Jubilee of Hope”. 
Many churches, and even affiliates like the  Ukraine Church, are 
designated pilgrim churches -  open to visitors because we are all 
“pilgrims of hope.”  It dawned on me, with a slight shock, that this 
being a 25-yearly event,  I only have an even chance, a coin-toss-
odds, of seeing another jubilee. So hope takes on added poignancy. 
What is hope for me today, facing what is (and always has been) a 
largely uncertain future? To trust in God’s great faithfulness, to believe in the magnificent sufficiency 
of His grace and provision.   

https://hsph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/22.03-The-medicinal-properties-of-hope.pdf


From the Director of Music 
Stephen Kerr 

 

 

 

 

Now that the Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols has passed, I’d like to thank everyone 

who contributed to such a rewarding service. It 

was a strong and confident offering, and a 

fitting way to share the season with the wider 

community. The choir sang with commitment 

and clarity, and the care taken in preparation 

was clearly heard. I’m also very grateful to our 

guest choristers and conductors, whose 

involvement brought both energy and 

generosity to the occasion. 

 

Supporting the choir and congregation from the 

organ over the Christmas services has been a 

pleasure. Our instruments continue to serve the 

music beautifully, and it’s always satisfying to 

hear them used so fully in these celebratory 

moments. 

 

Looking ahead, there is much to look forward 

to in the coming year. We plan to keep 

extending the choir’s repertoire and building on 

the progress already made, with opportunities 

to explore both familiar works and new music 

that stretches and engages the choir. There is 

also scope for more collaboration, whether 

through special services, visiting musicians, or 

shared projects across the parish. 

 

The possible move of the organ console into the 

chancel is an especially exciting prospect, 

opening up new ways of working together 

musically and shaping the sound of our 

worship. Thank you again to everyone involved 

in making the carols service such a success. I’m 

very much looking forward to the musical year 

ahead.
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Roderick Lyle 

By Roderick Lyle 

 
 

My name is Roderick (Rod) Lyle.  I am one of five 
children. 
 
We grew up in North Balwyn. 
 
We were not an overtly religious family. 
 
All of the children attended an Anglican School, 
Trinity Grammar for the two boys and 
Camberwell Girls Grammar for the three girls. 
Camberwell started in 1920 with eight students in 
the hall of St. Marks Church, just as 
Trinity Grammar started at Holy Trinity. 
 
I was encouraged from a young age to pray and 
to get involved in the youth activities at our local 
Anglican Church, St. Silas North Balwyn. 
 
The funerals of each of my father and mother 
were conducted in this Church, although they did 
not themselves attend Church with the children. 
 
In my younger years I think my prayers may have 
revolved mainly around a shopping list of things 
I wanted or needed help with. 
 
My prayers today have evolved and are mainly 
based on giving thanks for my many blessings, 
then praying for others and less so on things I 
need help within my own life. 
 
At St. Silas I was a member of CEBS (The Church 
of England Boys Society), attended Sunday 
School, and played both cricket and basketball 
with Church teams. 
 
I made good friends, and all of this was an 
important part of my life. 
 
In the St. Silas period, I also had a second 
exposure to faith and Church attendance. 
 

My Maternal Grandfather was a practising 
Catholic. I would regularly stay with my 
Grandparents on weekends and would attend 
Mass with "Pop" on Sunday mornings. This was a 
close and loving relationship.  
 
I am now 70 years old, and I have just retired. 
 
My faith has gone through various phases in my 
life. 
 
I experienced a severe illness in 2009, and the 
recovery from that brought me much closer to 
God. 
 
I have come to realize that the greatest joy in life 
is to help others with whatever resources are 
available to us. It is an enlightened form of self-
interest really; it feels to me like worship in action. 
The assistance is for family and friends of course, 
but also for strangers and charitable 
organisations. Sometimes the most satisfying of 
all are the "random acts of kindness", not 
necessarily only of tangible things but also by 
showing respect and recognition to people who 
may not always be at the front of the queue in 
their lives for such things. 
 
Also, I have come to realize that what we pray for 
is not always what we need, and that something 
different which is delivered often turns out with 
hindsight to be the best thing. Further, that 
worrying is usually negative time spent fretting 
about something that never actually takes place. 
Prayer helps. 
 
While not always easy, maintaining faith and 
optimism at all times is critical:  
 
"Two men looked out from prison bars, one saw 
the mud the other saw stars". 

~ 
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Christmas 
What does Christmas mean to you? 

 
By Lynn Robertson

Is it 

Baubles, Debt, Holidays, Traditions, Commercialism, 
the endless playing of modern versions of traditional 
age-old carols. The Christmas tree laden with gifts that 
parents, friends and family have purchased to make 
someone “Happy”. Food, alcohol endless parties and 
hangovers. 

Or is it 

Christ born for our salvation, the most precious gift of 
all. Our salvation lasts longer than any gift money can 
buy. 
What I love about Christmas  
These are a few of my favorite things which I love to 
weave into my Christmas and Advent season. 
Lights 

The first Christmas I was in London; I noticed the 
magic of the lights arranged in the naked trees that 
lined the streets. Themed lights in the center of London 
designed by artists who work for the local council. The 
streets that surround Trafalgar Square provided the 
backdrop to the main Christmas tree that is a gift of 
gratitude from the people of Norway covered in lights 
and huge baubles. 

Food 

 Traditional Christmas food, pudding, mince pies, 
glazed double baked ham, dessert wine and seafood will 
grace my table. As well as some of the delicious 
European biscuits and cakes unique to different 
countries and provinces that are now readily available 
in Aussie shops. When I was very young, I was joined 
in the tradition of making these special treats. Today I 
still make them except the recipes have changed and are 
my secret recipes. One year I visited friends in Canada 
and they thought I would leave the recipe after making 
their puddings except I wrote the types of ingredients 
on a tea towel that was covered in puddings. They have 
not forgiven me. I love sharing hospitality with friends 
at this time of year 

Music  

At the beginning of Advent out come my 30 Christmas 
CD’s all very different from Pavarotti to Ten Tenors, 

The Priests, Streisand, Boyle, The Seeker’s, and many 
more. I sing along all day long; music is really the best 
part of Christmas. My favorites would have to be 
Handel’s Messiah, Oh Holy Night and Silent Night. 
Silent Night became extra special after visiting the 
village where the hymn was written on the way to 
Oberammergau in Germany. "Stille Nacht" was first 
performed on Christmas Eve, 1818, at 
the Nikolauskirche, the parish church of Oberndorf, a 
village in the Austrian Empire on the Salzach river in 
present-day Austria. A young Catholic priest, Father 
Joseph Mohr wrote the words and the melody was 
composed by Franz Xaver Gruber. Although Gruber 
was not credited with this until 1995. The original 
church was destroyed through floods and has been 
replaced by a Silent Night Chapel. 

Christmas Ornaments  

My favourite is a hand carved Nativity which I brought 
in Oberammergau. This is where the Oberammergau 
Passion Play has been performed every 10 years by the 
inhabitants of the village of Oberammergau, Bavaria 
Germany since 1634. This was a result of a vow the 
villagers made to eliminate the plague. The play depicts 
the life and death of Jesus. The villagers continually live 
their faith through this vow.  

 For Me 

As a Christian I have the opportunity to put Christ into 
Christmas every Christmas. To live my faith like the 
villagers of Oberammergau. To accept that the greatest 
gift at Christmas was the birth of Christ for my 
salvation. 

 For many Christians, Christmas today is a far cry from 
the Baby Jesus who was born in a manager. 

But first and foremost, there was just a little family 
without toys or trees or tinsel with a Baby, that’s how 
Christmas began. The hymn Amazing Grace is a true, 
succinct summation of John 3:16,17, covering the most 
wonder-full story ever told: Our Lord’s pathway: of 
Bethlehem to Calvary to Heaven. 

He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of peace : Isaiah 9 verse 6.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolauskirche,_Oberndorf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberndorf_bei_Salzburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austrian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salzach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Xaver_Gruber
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GOD IN THE ARTS 

 

The Flight into Egypt 
 
Thanks go to Yvonne Panagacos for supplying 
the famous painting by Fra Angelico on which 
this article has been based. 
 
Fra Angelico (1400-1435) is regarded as one of 
the most contemplative artists ever. His birth 
name was Guido Pietro, and after becoming a 
Dominican monk he was known as Giovanni da 
Fiesole. It is recorded that his deep faith led him 
always to pray before beginning to paint every 
day. After his death he 
was named Fra Angelico 
for his piety.  
 
King Herod’s ordering 
the killing of all male 
infants under two years 
of age (Matthew 2:16) 
caused the Holy Family 
to escape to Egypt. That 
flight has been recorded 
in art forms from very 
early times, e.g. Andrea 
Solario, (16th century), 
and, very likely, ones 
carved from wood dating 
from much earlier times. 
Other paintings also 
abound, one of the most famous being that by 
Titian in 1508. 
 
Fast forward to the 7th October 2023 slaughter of 
Jewish infants. This was not unprecedented, but 
the celebration of those atrocities by so many 
people across the world was surely a first, and 
renders each participant guilty by association. 
The huge numbers of belligerent anti-Israel 
protesters, screaming violence on the very next 
day suggests a prior huge recruitment by 
financial inducement. (One might well ask 
what, in today’s currency, would be the 
equivalent of Judas Iscariot’s 30 pieces of silver. 
Per person!)  
 

Maybe someone will, one day, “follow the 
money” and the calumny exposed. At least 
Judas was ashamed of his actions, to the point 
of suicide. 
 
Not surprisingly, the Flight into Egypt has also 
been the source for numerous films, the earliest 
being in 1898.  
 
Opera, too, has depicted the story: John 
Harbison (b 1938), a devout Christian, won the 
Pulitzer Prize for his opera Flight into Egypt, 

which premiered  in 1986. 
In his acceptance speech 
for the Pulitzer Prize he 
said: 
 
 “A point of view, an address 
to mind and heart, a 
passionate conviction, isn’t 
that what we hope for in a 
piece of music? 
 
“What we often get in these 
times is sophistication, 
attitude, polish, aggression. 
But recently from an 
unexpected, underground 
outlier source of sacred 
music, we are starting to get 

a re-infusion of meaning, in which the composer and 
the listener inhabit worlds both seen and unseen, in 
a vocabulary reaching from the oldest to the newest.”  
 
Painters, sculptors, composers, writers and 
poets often “speak” to us of that other, sublime 
world, with an eloquence that transports us 
sometimes more readily than many written 
words can do - when our eyes’ minds light up 
with what J B Phillips called “The Ring of 
Truth.” 
 
 We can confidently assume that “the 
underground outlier source” to which Harbison 
refers is The Holy Spirit, the source of all art 
worthy of  the Bethlehem Baby 



Peace and Compassion 

by Carolyn Hastings 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her love is straight and steadfast, never falters; nor does it cease  

Her ways are those of gentle devotion, her paths paved in peace 

 

She spends every day tending and serving those she holds dear 

Her words match her actions, indisputable proof she’s sincere 

 

She turns frowns into smiles, disconnection into cohesion 

The universe hums more sweetly with her heart for compassion 

 

There is a lesson to be learned from her patience and kindness 

To this I vow each day to live emulating her goodness.   

 

Poet’s notes: As is often the case with my poems, there’s a backstory. In this instance, the poem was inspired 

by the last line in the hymn, I Vow to Thee, My Country –  

And her ways are ways of gentleness and all her paths are peace 

The hymn is the product of a poem penned by Sir Cecil Spring Rice in 1912 at the beginning of his posting as 

the British Ambassador to the USA. Three years after Rice’s death in 1918, Gustav Holst set the poem to music 

adapted from a section of the Jupiter movement in his famous suite, The Planets.  

The last line of Sir Cecil’s poem has 15 syllables. I decided to follow suit and wrote my poem with 15-syllable 

lines arranged in rhyming pairs – technically known as mantinada, a lyrical form of folk poetry from Crete.  
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NEW EYES 

 

I never knew the stars could hold 

Such mysteries as they now unfold; 

I never knew the tumbling rills 

Could wake such music in the hills. 

I knew the earth was passing fair, 

But not that angels sojourned there. 

 

I never knew that grass could be 

So green, nor waves so full of glee; 

I never knew the lark could raise 

Quite so divine a song of praise. 

I knew the sunshine drove me wild, 

But not that it was God who smiled. 

 

But when I gave my heart’s poor throne 

To Christ, that He might reign alone, 

He rent the veil that blinded me 

And gave my soul new eyes to see; 

And so to my new sight the earth 

Has had, like me, a second birth. 

 

Author: Jack C Winslow, 

Chaplain of Lee Abbey, Devon. 1961  



 

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

THE DAY OF GIFTS 

 

 

Brief symbol of God’s greatest gift 

Beneath thy radiance born, 

To be for earth eternal light,   

The sunshine of an endless morn. 

 

Where art thou now, O virgin star !  

That o’er the village stood?  

Why chosen for this holy task  

From night’s fair sisterhood? 

 

You may be sent to other worlds 

And equal errands given, 

On gentle embassies of love 

With messages from heaven. 

 

Still in our heaven of memory keep 

Remembrance of the gifts He gave;  

The guiding life, the Star of Love  

To glow for us beyond the grave. 

 

Samuel Weir Mitchell, 1829-1914 

US Scientist, neurologist, novelist & poet. 
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20 WHYS FOR WISE KIDS 
by Deirdre Baker 
 

Why do we drive on the left of roads,      

but the French drive on the right? 

Why does a traffic light have an amber light,      

but drivers consider it’s really green?    

Why is the north marked with an arrow on maps,      

but not the south? 

Why are we told to obey rules,      

but often told to be independent? 

Why do pedestrian crossings look like zebras,      

but not like tigers? 

Why do men’s jackets have buttons on the right,      

but women’s on the left? 

Why do some people have straight hair,      

but others have curly or frizzy hair?    

Why do we pronounce the s in desert like a z,      

but we say the word dessert like a snake hissing?   

Why do some people have cute little bunny ears,      

but other folk have ears like elephants? 

Why do some people have voices like tiny birds squeaking,      

but others have low growly voices like bears?    

Why do human babies take years to walk and run,      

but giraffes and horses get up and going fast in minutes?   

Why are children forced to write tidily and clearly,      

but doctors are allowed to scrawl and scribble their scripts?   

Why can the school mark C sometimes mean a clear fail,      

but other times it means a fair pass?    

Why are we kids told to be “seen not heard”,      

but are ordered by adults to answer on the spot?    

Why do people seem to remember faces,      

but are often unable to remember names?    

Why did my Dad tell us kids not to be greedy,      

but often seemed to get the last slice of cake?! 

 LAST OF ALL 

Why am I told not to be nosy when I ask the above questions,      

but I’m supposed to show intelligent curiosity? 

      HA ! THAT’S A TOUGH ONE! 
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Terry's sermon came in for some robust heckling 
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CROSSWORD 



 
 

Puzzle Solutions: 
 
 
Crossword Solution 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought about placing Holy Trinity 

Kew in your will? 

 

Previous generations of parishioners have shown an 

amazing love, sacrifice and commitment for Holy Trinity 

which we are the inheritors of and custodians. With this 

selfless, sacrificial generosity in mind I ask you to consider 

Holy Trinity Kew in your will by form of a bequest. A 

consideration by you in your will for Holy Trinity would 

have the same cumulative effect as an endowment of 

preservation/support that previous generations have given 

us with our beautifully adorned church building and 

grounds. If you should like to pursue this further or require 

any further information, feel free to contact the Vicar for a 

confidential chat. 
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