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Thought about placing Holy Trinity Kew in your will? 

 

Previous generations of parishioners have shown an amazing love, sacrifice and commitment for 

Holy Trinity which we are the inheritors of and custodians. With this selfless, sacrificial generosity 

in mind I ask you to consider Holy Trinity Kew in your will by form of a bequest. A consideration 

by you in your will for Holy Trinity would have the same cumulative effect as an endowment of 

preservation/support that previous generations have given us with our beautifully adorned church 

building and grounds. If you should like to pursue this further or require any further information 

feel free to contact the Vicar for a confidential chat. 
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From the Vicar 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
The COVID_19 pandemic and 
post pandemic have changed 
the ways we do Church and 
some of these changes will 
likely remain in one form or 

another. The whole way we look at worship and 
community have to change if we are going to 
grasp the import of what has happened. To 
blithely think that things will snap back the way 
they were will create disappointment and 
unrealistic expectation. Lamenting the past 
“glories” will only make things worse. Over the 
last two years Holy Trinity has been offering 
live streaming for services and a regular 
pastoral letter to ensure that those whom cannot 
join us for worship are connected. At times that 
was the only way people could connect during 
the various lockdowns and even now Holy 
Trinity is viewed by at least thirty households 
every Sunday alongside those who are present. 
Many people who now live in new places can 
reconnect with their faraway home churches. 
Some of my family in Wales have watched our 
services from time to time on Facebook. And 
even many “former” church people have turned 
back to virtual spiritual services in this 
pandemic for inspiration, substance and 
community. This over time will change 
congregations in ways we can’t even imagine 
now. Our whole way of thinking about what is 
our community will need adjustment not based 
on expectation.  
 
As priests and churches are living into these 
new and difficult realities there are some 
practical and vocational roles that faith 
communities can play right now. We must fulfil 
our critical role in preventing the social 
distancing for good reason from becoming 
social isolation. The necessity of physical 
distancing must not be allowed to overcome our 
social solidarity, which is a biblical meaning of 
community. I believe that the clear role of faith 
communities is becoming core to us as we 

approach this Eastertide. Keeping together 
while risk managing is a vital skill and practice 
that faith communities can help create and 
promote — even beyond their doors.  
 
Some people are asking when we will go back 
to normal. But we won’t and we really can’t. 
This historical moment will change us — in 
ways we can’t control or even predict. How we 
act now, and with whom, and for whom, will 
shape and even determine who “we” will be 
when this current health crisis finally passes 
and in years to come.  
 
The celebration of the Resurrection on this 
Easter Day morning may be saying to us in this 
COVID-19 moment, “I can, and we can make 
these things that have been revealed new.” Two 
women rushed back early that morning from 
the graveyard with the happy news that 
everything can be different now. Other disciples 
ran wide-eyed into an empty tomb and ran out 
with courage in their hearts. Two men walking 
in utter despair bumped into a stranger, 
realised who it was and found hope again. A 
movement began whose message was that all 
things can be made new. It was certainly not 
one that dwelt on the past in expectation.  
 
What if all that we are learning about our 
systems and attitudes and relationships in this 
modern plague that is wrong and unjustifiable 
were to be made new? That this public health 
crisis would prompt a resurrection in our hearts 
and minds, reminding us that we will not go 
back to “normal” and the “good old days”. In a 
post-COVID world, our plans for growth 
spiritual and numerical and attendant actions 
will make things “new” and will require open 
hearts and minds to achieve them.  
 
Easter Blessings,   
 

  
Fr Robert Newton, Vicar, Holy Trinity Kew 
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A Lenten Reflection 
 
Reverend Lesley Dixon 
 
 
I have always been grateful for the Lenten 

season when I can set aside time for specific, 

quiet reflection. This year I have been looking at 

the attitude towards the poor and needy as 

found in both the Old and New Covenants. I 

found that God's examples for all humankind, 

linked the sharing of our resources with 

righteous living. E.g. the rich young ruler of 

Matt.19:21 and Isaiah 58.6-11  

 

Jesus' words in Matt 26:11.."you will always 

have the poor with you", made me think of our 

poor (both materially and spiritually) who may 

be accessible, as well as the homeless in our 

High Street, who may have found their God 

given space to remind us of who we really are. 

 

I decided to interview our local Boroondara 

Community Outreach Centre (BCO) Co-

ordinator The Rev. N.Dixon Monu 

 

"What is BCO about.?" - It is about creating a 

community supporting people who are socially 

isolated or living with a mental illness, to live 

with dignity and engage with the community. 

 

We have a heart for the people who are on the 

fringes of society, marginalised, or 

dispossessed, through no fault of their own. It is 

here that I find God at work. 

BCO is an outreach of 

the Uniting Church of 

Australia Synod and 

supported by many 

volunteers and local congregations, including 

Trinity Grammar and M.L.C. schools, Rotary 

Club, local council, local businesses, various 

grants and private donations. 

 

We are also an important voice for advocacy to 

the Government. We provide: food, clothing, 

medical and financial support. Myki cards, 

phone recharge facility, sleeping bags, 

backpacks and crisis support. Laundry facilities 

are available as well as group activities eg.-

sewing, art, craft, music and choir. A 

hairdresser attends our people on a monthly 

basis. We also have a monthly worship service 

which is well attended. 

 

There is much more that we are involved with 

and suggest that you visit Boroondara 

Community Outreach Facebook page for more 

information." 

 

When asked about her vision for the future, 

Rev. Natalie asked for us to pray for more 

compassion for one another, especially in all of 

our relationships. For myself our times of 

intercession during our service, will certainly be 

more meaningful. 
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High Days and Holy Days for April 

 
1st April: Fooling Around      
 
Probably the most famous April Fool’s joke of 
all time was the 1960’s BBC TV broadcast 
feature on the spaghetti farms of Italy. A BBC 
reporter interviewed Italian farmers about their 
work and the progress of the spaghetti plants in 
great detail. Spaghetti plants were filmed being 
carefully planted, and then being harvested. 
And all in the BBC’s most serious documentary 
manner. It took a while to appreciate that this 
was Aunty playing games. Whatever next!  In 
2014 ABC News Breakfast posted on social 
media that hosts Virginia Trioli and Michael 
Rowland were quitting because the coffee at the 
ABC tasted like mud. Many commenters were 
relieved when they announced they would be 
staying a few hours later! 
 
April fools day is shrouded in mystery, some 
think it harks back to the ancient Roman feast of 
Hilaria, when the goddess Cybele was 
celebrated with pranks and jokes around the 
Spring Equinox, 25th March.  
 
** 
 
2nd April: Hugh of Grenoble, fighting 
corruption and building hospitals 
 
Murky crimes, local shops in trouble, roads 
needing repair, and hospitals in a sorry state.... 
wanting to retire, but the law said no... it seems 
that Hugh of Grenoble was dealing with 21st 
century problems in the 11th century. 
 
Born at Chateauneuf in 1052 as the son of a 
knight, Hugh attended the cathedral school of 
Valence and became a canon. He was talented 
and learned, good looking – and yet bashful.  
Certainly, Hugh’s parents ’contacts and his 
privileged schooling earned him a good job 
early on – as secretary to the Bishop of Die, who 
was also a papal legate. In 1080 Hugh was taken 
along to the Synod of Avignon, where the 
deplorable state of the diocese of Grenoble was 
reviewed. 
 

Hugh was outraged at what he heard – and was 
soon in a position to do something about it.  He 
was made Bishop of Grenoble by Pope Gregory 
VII and went on to fight the excesses and sins of 
the diocese with notable success. He became 
virtual co-founder of the Carthusian order. The 
common people soon came to love him, for as 
well as reforming their churches and restoring 
their cathedral, he built a bridge, a marketplace 
and three hospitals for them.   
 
In later years Hugh wanted to retire, but like 
many people today, was not able to do so: in his 
case the Pope would not let him. During the last 
few weeks of his life Hugh went back to basics: 
he seemed to forget everything but the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Psalms. He was greatly loved, 
and so canonised only two years after his death 
in 1134. 
 
** 
 
3rd April: Richard of Chichester, wanting 
to see more clearly, dearly and nearly 
 
Ever wonder where the prayer ‘ …May I know 
thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, and follow 
thee more nearly, day by day ’comes from?  
Richard of Chichester, a bishop in the 13th 
century, wrote it. 
 
He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, 
the son of a yeoman farmer. But Richard was a 
studious boy, and after helping his father on the 
farm for several years, refused an advantageous 
offer of marriage, and instead made his way to 
Oxford, and later to Paris and Bologna to study 
canon law. 
 
In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon 
appointed Chancellor, where he supported 
Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his 
struggles against King Henry III’s misuse of 
Church funds.  After further study to become a 
priest, Richard was in due course made a bishop 
himself.  He was greatly loved.  He was 
charitable and accessible, both stern and 
merciful to sinners, extraordinarily generous to 
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those stricken by famine, and a brilliant 
legislator of his diocese.  He decreed that the 
sacraments were to be administered without 
payment, Mass celebrated in dignified 
conditions, the clergy to be chaste, to practise 
residence, and to wear clerical dress. The laity 
was obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and 
holy days, and to know by heart the Hail Mary 
as well as the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.   
 
Richard was also prominent in preaching the 
Crusade, which he saw as a call to reopen the 
Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political 
expedition. He died at Dover on 3rd April 1253. 
In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with 
a chalice at his feet, in memory of his having 
once dropped the chalice at Mass! One ancient 
English church is dedicated to him.   
 
And, of course, he is author of that famous 
prayer:  “Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for 
all the benefits thou hast given me, for all the pains 
and insults which thou hast borne for me. O most 
merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know 
thee more clearly, love thee more dearly and follow 
thee more nearly, day by day.” 
 
** 
 
5th April: Vincent Ferrer, Dominican who 
opposed a Pope  
 
Leaving England to live in Spain was popular 
long before the TV show ‘Location Location 
Location 'was ever invented. Back in 1350 
Vincent Ferrer’s parents had left England to 
settle in Valencia, where their son Vincent was 
born and grew up. In 1367, when he was 17, 
Vincent felt called by God to become a monk, 
and joined the Dominican order. The reason for 
his ‘call ’was soon clear: Vincent had 
outstanding gifts as both a philosopher and as a 
preacher. 
 
What is preaching? If you think of it as a way of 
bringing the reality of God and the love of Jesus 
Christ to people, then that is a good summary 
of what Vincent did for all who heard him. In 
the great tradition of John the Baptist, he called 
them to come to God by way of repentance for 
their sins. In the tradition of St Peter, the apostle 

to the Jews, Vincent was also heard by many 
Jews in Valencia. A great number of these 
listened to his preaching and came to believe 
that Jesus was indeed their promised Messiah. 
(One of these Jewish converts went on to 
become bishop of Cartagena.) 
 
Vincent’s preaching met with extraordinary 
success in France, Spain and Italy. He seems to 
have been an evangelist at heart, for his topics 
were sin, the Last Judgement, and Eternity. In 
Spain such large numbers of both Gentiles and 
Jews wanted to hear him that no church was big 
enough to contain the crowds: and so Vincent 
preached in the open air.   
 
When in 1414 the Council of Constance 
attempted to end the Great Schism (there were 
two Popes fighting for the same job), Vincent 
persuaded Ferdinand, King of Aragon, to 
withdraw his allegiance to the doubtful 
contender, Pope Benedict. The end result was 
that Benedict’s credibility collapsed, and the 
schism was ultimately healed. Vincent went 
back to preaching and spent his last three years 
in Normandy and Brittany, where he died at 
Vannes in 1419, worn out by all his labours. 
 
** 
 
Editor:  This helpful overview is an edited version of 
an article that comes from: 
https://christianity.org.uk/article/the-first-
easter.  
 
10th – 17th April – An overview of Passion 
Week 
 
The events of Easter took place over a week, 
traditionally called Passion Week.  It began on 
Palm Sunday. After all His teaching and 
healing, Jesus had built a following.  
 
On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and 
His followers arrived at Jerusalem. The city was 
crowded. Jewish people were arriving to 
celebrate Passover. This commemorates how 
they had escaped from slavery in Egypt nearly 
1,500 year earlier.  
 

https://christianity.org.uk/article/the-first-easter
https://christianity.org.uk/article/the-first-easter
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Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He 
was greeted like a conquering hero. Cheering 
crowds waved palm branches in tribute. He was 
hailed as the Messiah who had come to re-
establish a Jewish kingdom.  
 
The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus 
went to the temple, the epicentre of the Jewish 
faith, and confronted money-changers and 
merchants who were ripping off the people. He 
overturned their tables and accused them of 
being thieves. The religious authorities were 
alarmed and feared how He was stirring up the 
crowds.  
 
On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, 
questioning His authority. He answered by 
challenging and condemning their hypocrisy. 
Later that day Jesus spoke to His disciples about 
future times. He warned them about fake 
religious leaders; the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem; wars, earthquakes and famines; and 
how His followers would face persecution. 
 
By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and 
elders were so angry with Jesus that they began 
plotting to arrest and kill Him. One of Jesus ’

disciples, Judas, went to the chief priests and 
agreed to betray Him to them.  
 
Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the 
Thursday evening to celebrate the Passover 
meal. This is known as the Last Supper. During 
the evening, Jesus initiated a ritual still marked 
by Christians – Holy Communion – which 
commemorates His death. Jesus broke bread 
and shared it and a cup of wine with His 
disciples.  
 
Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus 
continued to teach the others and then went 
outside into an olive grove to pray. He even 
prayed for all future believers. He agonised 
over what was to come but chose the way of 
obedience. The Bible book, Luke, records Him 
praying, ‘Father if you are willing, take this cup 
from me; yet not my will but yours be done’. 
Minutes later Judas arrived with soldiers and 
the chief priests and Jesus was arrested. 
 

** 
 
10th April: Palm Sunday, Jesus at the gates 
of Jerusalem 
 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the 
Church remembers how Jesus arrived at the 
gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the 
Passover was due to be held. He was the 
Messiah come to His own people in their capital 
city, and yet He came in humility, riding on a 
young donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-
horse.   
 
As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him 
a rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds 
into His path. They knew His reputation as a 
healer, and welcomed Him. But sadly, the 
welcome was short-lived and shallow, for 
Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and 
put Him to death. On this day churches 
worldwide will distribute little crosses made 
from palm fronds in memory of Jesus ’arrival in 
Jerusalem. 
 
** 
 
14th April: Maundy Thursday, time to wash 
feet 
 
Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. 
The first is one of the final acts that Jesus did 
before His death: the washing of His own 
disciples ’feet (see John 13).  Jesus washed His 
disciples ’feet for a purpose: “A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.” His 
disciples were to love through service, not 
domination, of one another.  
 
In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is 
‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word ‘mundy ’is 
thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum ’(or 
command). The ceremony of the ‘washing of 
the feet ’of members of the congregation came 
to be an important part of the liturgy (regular 
worship) of the medieval church, symbolising 
the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the 
example of Christ. 
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But Thursday was also important because it was 
on that night that Jesus first introduced the 
Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy 
Communion.    
 
Jesus and His close friends had met in a secret 
upper room to share the Passover meal together 
- for the last time. And there Jesus transformed 
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, 
‘this is my body ’and ‘this is my blood ’as He, 
the Lamb of God, prepared to die for the sins of 
the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear 
that the Last Supper took place the evening 
BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that 
later Jesus died at the same time that the 
Passover lambs were killed.   
 
14th April: What about Maundy Money? 
 
Every year the Queen distributes silver coins at 
a special service on Maundy Thursday. It is part 
of a tradition dating back many centuries, 
where the Royal Family took part in ceremonies 
washing the feet of poor people and giving gifts. 
 
The Royal Maundy Service itself began in 1662, 
when Charles II gave out coins. The ones that 
the Queen gives out each year bear the portrait 
of Her Majesty designed for her coronation in 
1953, even though the image on ordinary 
circulating coinage has since been changed four 
times. 
 
According to the royal.uk website, the Queen 
decided early on in her reign that Maundy 
money should not just be distributed to the 
people of London. And so, for many years she 
has visited various cathedrals or abbeys to give 
gifts to local people. Recipients of Maundy 
money are nominated by their local dioceses for 
contributions to their local church and 
community.  
 
During the service, the Queen distributes gifts 
according to the number of years she has lived: 
for example, when she turned 80 she distributed 
80 pence worth of Maundy money to 80 men 
and 80 women in recognition for their 
contribution to community and to the church.  
 

Last year, in 2021, the service was cancelled 
because of Covid. Instead, the Maundy money 
was blessed at the Chapel Royal, St James's 
Palace, before being posted to recipients 
alongside a letter from The Queen.  
 
** 
 
15th April: Good Friday, the day the Son of 
God died for you 
 
Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on 
the cross. He was crucified at 9am in the 
morning, and died six hours later, at 3pm. It is 
the most solemn day in the Christian year and 
is widely marked by the removal of all 
decorations from churches. In Lutheran 
churches, the day was marked by the reading of 
the passion narrative in a gospel, a practice 
which lies behind the ‘passions ’composed by 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750). Both the St 
Matthew Passion and the St John Passion have 
their origins in this observance of Good Friday.   
 
** 
 
17th April: EASTER, the most joyful day of 
the year 
 
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for 
Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We are 
forgiven. Christ has risen!  We are redeemed! 
We can look forward to an eternity in His joy! 
Hallelujah!   
 
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so 
simple that you can explain it to someone in a 
few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest 
of their lives they will still be ‘growing ’in their 
Christian walk with God. 
 
Why does the date move around so much? 
Because the date of Passover moves around, 
and according to the biblical account, Easter is 
tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the 
Israelites ’exodus from Egypt, and it lasts for 
seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew 
month of Nisan, which equates to late March or 
early April. 
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Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the 
Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm 
dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th April 
30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter 
Day falling two days later. Modern scholars 
continue to think these two Fridays to be the 
most likely.   
 
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the 
first Sunday after the first full moon after the 
Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the 
precise calculations are complicated and 
involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full 
moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the 
sky. The earliest possible date for Easter in the 
West is 22nd March, which last fell in 1818. The 
latest is 25th April, which last happened in 1943.   
 
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every 
European language, the festival’s name comes 
from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. 
The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to 

come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess 
mentioned by the Venerable Bede.  He thought 
that the Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur 
month, ’but may have confused her with the 
classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, 
whose names mean ‘shining in the east’. So, 
Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning 
month – ’a good time for starting up again after 
a long winter. 
 
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are 
an ancient symbol of birth in most European 
cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying 
regularly again each Spring.  Since eggs were 
forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how 
decorating and eating them became a practical 
way to celebrate Easter.   
 
 
** 
 

 
17th April: Jesus ’appearances after His Resurrection 
 
The following list of witnesses may help you put all those references in order…. 
 
Mary Magdalene   Mark 16:9-11; John 20:10-18 
Other women at the tomb  Matthew 28:8-10 
Peter in Jerusalem   Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5 
The two travellers on the road Mark 16:12,13 
10 disciples behind closed doors Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25 
11 disciples WITH Thomas  John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5 
7 disciples while fishing  John 21:1-14 
11 disciples on the mountain Matthew 28:16-20 
A crowd of 500   1 Corinthians 15:6 
Jesus ’brother – James  1 Corinthians 15:7 
Those who saw the Ascension Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8 

 
19th April: Alphege, the archbishop taken 
captive by Danes 
 
Alphege is the saint for anyone who refuses to 
let others suffer on their behalf. His is a tale of 
courage and self-sacrifice, with some details 
that are still poignant, even down 1,000 years of 
history. 
 
Alphege began like many other leading 
churchmen of his time; born of a noble family, 
with a good education, he decided to become a 

monk. Alphege joined the Benedictine Abbey at 
Deerhurst in Gloucestershire, and then became 
a hermit at Bath, before becoming Abbot of 
Bath. From there, he was appointed to be 
Bishop of Winchester, where he was loved for 
his frugal lifestyle and great generosity towards 
others.  
 
In 954 King Ethelred the Unready sent Alphege 
as a peace envoy to the Danes, seeking some 
relief from the constant Viking raids against 
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England. Alphege secured a time of peace, and 
in 1006 was made the 29th Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 
 
But the Viking raids increased again, until the 
south of England was largely overrun. In 1012 
they surrounded Canterbury, and with the help 
of a treacherous archdeacon, Elfmaer, captured 
and imprisoned Alphege. A vast sum was 
demanded by his captors, so much that it would 
have ruined the people of Canterbury.  And so 
Alphege refused to be ransomed. 
 
This infuriated the Danes, who wanted the gold 
of Canterbury, not the Archbishop. After seven 
months of ill-treating him, one night they got 
very drunk and began pelting him with ox-
bones from their feast, until in a frenzy they 
hacked him to death with an axe.   
 
Alphege was mourned as a national hero and 
venerated as a martyr: he had given his life in 
order to protect his people from harm.   
 
** 
 
21st April:   Anselm, the man who proved there 
is a God 
 
Anselm is a good saint to remember next time 
someone asks you to prove that there is a God. 
His brilliant and original Proslogion, written 
1077-8, sets out the ‘ontological ’proof for God’s 
existence. Nearly ten centuries later, it is still 
studied by theological students as one of the 
great philosophical ‘proofs ’of God’s existence. 
 
Anselm was born at Aosta in 1033, the son of a 
spendthrift Lombard nobleman, whom Anselm 
detested. In time he decided to become a 
Benedictine monk, and so joined Lanfranc’s 
famous monastery at Bec (c. 1060). He became 
prior, then abbot. He was loved by his monks, 
appreciated for his sensitivity and intuitiveness. 
He remained friends also with Lanfranc, who 
had gone on to be Archbishop of Canterbury. 
After Lanfranc’s death, Anselm reluctantly 
agreed to accept the job. 
 

Archbishops did not have press offices in those 
days, but Anselm made his views on Church-
versus-King known all the same, and they did 
not please the king. William Rufus exiled him in 
1097 and King Henry I exiled him in 1103. 
Anselm was utterly committed to what he saw 
as the cause of God and the Church, and 
therefore had no time for temporal politics. 
Peace between archbishop and monarch was 
not achieved until 1106. 
 
Anselm spent the rest of his life in England. His 
theological stance of ‘Faith seeking 
understanding ’and ‘the mind at faith’s service ’

were the keys to his life and teaching.   
 
** 
 
25th April: Mark, disciple, apostle, writer of 
the second gospel   
 
Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place 
of rest for Jesus and His 12 apostles, is 
considered the traditional author of the second 
gospel. He is also usually identified as the 
young man, described in Mark 14:51, who 
followed Christ after his arrest and then 
escaped capture by leaving his clothes behind. 
 
Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark 
became Peter’s interpreter. If so, then this close 
friendship would have been how Mark 
gathered so much information about Jesus ’life. 
Peter referred to him affectionately as his ‘son’.   
 
Mark was also a companion to Paul on his 
journeys. When Paul was held captive at Rome, 
Mark was with him, helping him. Mark’s 
Gospel, most likely written in Italy, perhaps in 
Rome, is the earliest account we have of the life 
of Jesus.  Mark died about 74 AD. 
 
Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was 
brought to Venice, whose patron he became, 
and there it has remained to this day. The 
symbol of Mark as an evangelist is the lion, and 
is much in evidence in Venice. 
 
** 
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27th April: Tertullian, fierce firebrand of the 
Early Church 
 
Tertullian was born in Carthage, North Africa, 
about 155 AD. He had pagan parents and his 
father may have been a centurion. Carthage was 
a prestigious Roman colony and Tertullian was 
given a good education in Greek, Latin, 
literature, history and philosophy. On arrival in 
Rome, Tertullian probably worked as a lawyer.  
 
In Rome, he also enjoyed visits to the arena, to 
see gladiators kill each other and Christians 
devoured by lions. However, Tertullian grew 
impressed with the Christians; by their courage, 
and willingness to die for their belief in one 
God. He was also moved by their compassion 
for the poor, the orphans and widows, and how 
they prayed for their persecutors. In AD 185, he 
converted, and married a Christian woman. 
 
On Tertullian’s return to Carthage, he became a 
vociferous, if not always orthodox, defender of 
Christianity. He wrote in Latin, instead of 
Greek, and used legal terms to persuade the 
Roman establishment to cease its relentless 
persecution of Christians. He argued they had a 
right to a fair trial, instead of just being 
condemned to death. 
 
Tertullian advocated that Christianity should 
stand uncompromisingly against the 
surrounding culture. He addressed a whole 
range of issues, from appropriate dress and 
marriage, to idolatry, repentance and baptism. 
He also wrote essays on prayer and devotion. 
Tertullian used the Scriptures to refute heresies, 
especially Gnosticism, which was a major threat 
to the Church at the time. 
 
His prolific works are full of memorable 
phrases, puns and wit. While he could be gentle, 
sensitive, self-critical and reflective, he could 
also be aggressive and sarcastic. He devised the 
term New Testament, and also introduced the 
words penitence and sacrament. His most famous 
statement was the defiant: ‘The blood of 
martyrs is the seed of the Church. ’ 
 

Late in life, Tertullian sadly decided that Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit were not wholly equal with 
the Father. This was Montanism, one of the 
early Christian heresies. Although he coined the 
word Trinity, a word that does not appear 
anywhere in the Bible, sadly he did not mean a 
triune God, but a group of three. This was 
heresy, and so the Early Church was not able to 
recognise him as a saint. According to tradition, 
he died about AD 225.  
 
** 
 
28th April: Peter Chanel, missionary and 
martyr in the South Pacific 1841 
 
Many of us can show great dedication in pursuit 
of a career that will bring us a good salary or 
position. Peter Chanel should be the patron 
saint of anyone who shows quiet determination 
in doing what they believe to be God’s call upon 
their life; regardless of the harsh personal 
consequences. 
 
Chanel was born at the end of the 18th century 
in mid-eastern France. He’d heard stories of the 
foreign missions as a youngster and wanted to 
be a missionary. His first step was seminary 
training and ordination in 1827.    
 
But then Chanel hit a blank wall. Though eager 
to go abroad, his bishop sent him to a run-down 
local parish instead. Obedient, Chanel went – 
and revitalised the parish within three years. 
But he also joined the then still forming Society 
of Mary (Marists) who had a heart for foreign 
missionary work. But then – another blank wall 
– as even the Marists kept him in France, as the 
spiritual director at the Seminary of Belley.  
 
It was not until 1836, that Chanel finally was 
allowed to join a mission to the South West 
Pacific. He set out with a band of Marist 
missionaries for Tahiti and Tonga, and finally 
reaching the neighbouring island of Futuna, in 
November 1837. 
 
Chanel and the other missionaries were initially 
well received by the island's king, Niuliki. But 
when they began preaching to the people, the 
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king grew restive. He feared Christianity would 
threaten his supreme powers. When the king's 
son, Meitala, sought baptism, the king decided 
to take action. His favoured warrior, 
Musumusu went to Chanel feigning need of 
medical attention. While Chanel tended him, 
Musumusu took an axe and clubbed Chanel on 
the head. Chanel died that day, 28th April 1841.   
 
Chanel had only three and a half years on the 
mission field, but he did not die in vain: his 
work had laid the base for a future mission 
there. Within a very few years the people of 
Futuna converted, and even the warrior, 
Musumusu converted. As Musumusu lay dying 
he asked to be buried outside the church at Poi, 
so that those who came to revere Peter Chanel 
in the Church would walk over his grave to get 
to it. Chanel had achieved his life’s goal: a 
mission that took Jesus Christ to people in a far-
flung corner of the world. 
 
** 
 
29th April: Catherine of Siena, or how to 
survive in a large family 
 
Catherine of Siena, who was born 1347, should 
be the patron saint of anyone who has grown up 
in a large family, and mastered the two vital 
skills for survival: how to stand up for yourself, 
and how to make peace with others.    
 
Catherine had siblings! At least 19 of them, and 
Catherine was the youngest. Her father was a 
Sienese dyer, and wanted her to marry, but 
Catherine did not. She became a nun instead, a 
member of the Dominican Third Order.   
 
Perhaps after sharing a house with at least 22 
people, Catherine wanted some peace and 
quiet: in any case she spent six years in solitude, 

giving herself to prayer and penance.   Then she 
moved back into the world, through nursing the 
local sick people, and then beginning to travel. 
Catherine travelled frequently, with a number 
of her ‘disciples – ’a mix of Dominicans and 
Augustinians, and even an English Friar. 
Wherever they went, people listened to their 
proclamation of the total love of God through 
Jesus Christ, and their calls to reform and 
repent. There were some spectacular 
conversions. 
 
Catherine could not write, but soon someone 
else was taking down her ‘Dialogue ’by 
dictation – it ran to 383 letters. Catherine’s 
thoughts centred on Christ crucified, the 
supreme sign of God’s love for man. The quality 
of these letters made them widely read for years 
to come. 
 
A godly woman who could lead and teach! 
Soon new opportunities presented themselves: 
in the last five years of her life, Catherine found 
herself involved in the politics of both State and 
Church. This included trying to make peace 
during the Great Schism in the Church after 
1378, when Pope Gregory XI died, and two new 
popes – bitter rivals – claimed the papacy. 
Catherine wore herself out in trying to promote 
peace, had a stroke on 21st April 1380, and died 
eight days later. (A warning to ecumenists 
everywhere?!) 
 
Catherine soon became Siena’s principal saint, 
loved for her writings and her example of 
godliness and self-sacrificing love. Her house 
and an early portrait survive at Siena, and her 
memory lives on today: she was declared a 
Doctor of the Church in 1970, nearly 600 years 
after her death. 
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Geoff Thomas 4/12/33- 28/12/21 faithful parishioner. 

Geoff was a faithful member of the 8am congregation at Holy Trinity. His interesting life in schools 

and the law courts of Melbourne made him an interesting person to converse with. He was a faithful 

Christian and bon vivant. What Geoff didn’t know about fine dining and French Burgundy in particular 

wasn’t worth knowing! He was intensely interested in the Christian faith and listened and read 

carefully on matters of the faith. He understood the Anglican tradition well and was great supporter 

of the Vicars during his time at Holy Trinity. Geoff was a caring person looking out for the friendless 

and troubled. A truly kind Gentlemen. We were all the richer for knowing Geoff Thomas. May He Rest 

in Peace.  

Vicar  

Geoff Thomas’ Funeral Homily 28/12/21 by Robert Holland  

It's somewhat regrettable that in recent years my 

namesake Henry Scott Holland has become known 

only as the author of a passage frequently read at 

funerals and memorial services.  

The poem that Sarah and Kate chose at the beginning 

of today's readings comes from a sermon that Henry 

Scott Holland preached on Whitsunday 1910 in St 

Pauls Cathedral London, following the death of 

Edward the VII. Under the title, “Death the king of 

terrors” Holland drew the contrast between the 

horror and terror of death and the Christian 

understanding of death as the means of giving access 

to new life in Christ.  

The much-used extract, removed from its context in 

a long sermon, not only gives an inadequate account 

of Christian convictions about death and dying and 

the true character of Christian hope. it also distorts 

Scott Holland's theology.  

But not only has it been removed from its context in 

a long sermon but today it's also been somewhat 

sanitised. If you were to look up the poem on the 

Internet some of the citations fail to mention the 

author and in fact, go one step further and totally 

remove the Christian context in which the sermon 

was written as well as many of the words. Thankfully 

today you were read the fuller and unedited version 

which end with the dramatic words “in Christ”  

But then that's still the case today in the City of 

Boroondara. If you cast your eyes on High Street as 

you came into the church this morning you would 

have seen a plethora of cardboard cut-outs. I referred 

to these in a sermon a couple of weeks ago, for what 

you have are fake plastic Christmas trees wrapped 

around parking signs, gaudy candy poles, fake 

plastic wreaths and a cardboard flower. A flower that 

adorns lots of the shop windows up and down High 

Street. In the flower the words love, joy, peace, and 

hope. Again, in that same sermon I made it clear that 

there was some uncertainty attached to the use of the 

word hope by the designer in the city of Boroondara. 

For while love joy and peace are all laudable it 

remains unclear where hope lies and hope for what.  

You can wander the length and breadth of High 

Street and apart from one dramatic exception, there 

is little evidence of the Christ on Christmas. The one 

exception I am aware is the manger scene in the 

windows of Stewarts store next to Toscano’s.  

But what I can say quite clearly is that in Scott 

Hollands poem that has been read to us there is a 

great deal of hope. And I'm quite convinced it’s that 

hope drew Geoff to this church most Sundays at 8:00 

AM. Because if the Christian faith is typified by one 

thing it is in the word hope.  

For Scott Holland it was the hope arising from the 

Incarnation, the assuming of humanity by God that 

was central. In his own words he said: “The central 

fact of Christianity is not the divinity of a man but 

the humanity of a God; not life out of life, so much as 

life out of death”. 



Funeral Homily March 4th 2022: Alec Gerard James Baker 15 July 1935-20 
February 2022 Lay Reader, Churchwarden and faithful parishioner 
 
We gather here today to give thanks for the life of Alec Baker. Alec was a faithful and loving 

parishioner of Holy Trinity Kew. We give thanks for his service to this Church and the many 

friendships in Christ he made throughout his life.  

His association with the Anglican Church was life-long, intensive and extensive from parish choir boy 

at St Michael and All Angels Lyndhurst; to Farnborough and Clifton parish churches before meeting 

Deirdre at Lee Abbey in North Devon. Appointed Lay Reader in the parish of St Anne, Diocese of 

Chelmsford 1964-1967 and then Lay Reader in the parish of Great Bookham, Diocese of Guildford, UK, 

with authority to preach at Holy Communion. 1972-77. Moved with family to Australia, and assisted 

informally in the parishes of Holy Trinity, Kew, and St Martin’s Killara, Sydney NSW, before settling 

in Kew. 1977-92/3. Lay Reader in the parish of Holy Trinity, Kew, Diocese of Melbourne, with 

authority to preach at Holy Communion. Served under Rev’d Andrew St John both as Reader and 

Vicar's Warden. Diocesan Synod Representative. Some time consultant to Archbishop David Penman 

on Selection and Training framework in the Diocese of Melbourne. 1986 - 92. His CMS career we have 

heard in the eulogies. On return to Melbourne; Acting principal of St Andrew's Hall for the 2001 

Missionary Training course. 2002- retired (!) and moved to Airey’s inlet. Member of the Surf Coast 

Parish, assisting informally as requested at St Aidan’s Church, leading evensong and participating in 

church groups and social activities. Continued activities with CMS including preaching in a number 

of different locations and maintaining informal contact with our old parish of Holy Trinity, Kew.  

That’s some Church CV!  

Alec was the kind of parishioner who was a “resurrection” type of person, and what I mean by that is 

that he came across as a person who saw the best in people and the best in situations. And that takes 

character and an examined life of faith. Alec knew that his strength lay not in himself but in a God who 

supplies everything we need to live as his disciples. Through Alec’s Godly service and long life he 

grew in Godly character through exercising the gifts and strength which God supplied.  

For Deirdre and all the family and friends gathered here in sadness, that sadness is shot through with 

relief and a quiet gratitude for his faithful life. And we can say before God that we are thankful to have 

known Alec and we are thankful to God for revealing something of himself through him.  

We mourn for those whom we love. So our mourning is a sign of our love. We have been privileged to 

have what is most precious in human life. Our mourning signifies our privilege. Those who have never 

loved will never mourn. Their hearts will never be broken. How blessed are they who mourn.  

But we do not mourn as those who are without hope. Love is stronger than death. Love abides forever. 

When our Lord was preparing his disciples for the time when he would be taken away from them, he 

said that he was going to prepare a place for them. And if I go, he said, “I will come again and take 

you to myself, that where I am you will be also.”  

Being a resurrection person Alec knew it changes the equation: It always turns recession and depletion 

into perfect health, bankruptcy into infinite riches. In this vision of human life, then, death cannot be 

the failure of therapy but the final healing. It is not a closed door but a threshold to a world where all 

tears are wiped away and our hearts are filled with unlimited joy. As the caterpillar dies the butterfly 

flies off into the sun. And that is my fervent prayer today is that the Lord has taken our friend Alec 

who has been taken from us to be at home with him, where death will be no more, no mourning, nor 

crying, nor any sorrow. And we follow Christ, the first born of many, into that place of unending peace. 

His promise is that when we get there, everything that we have suffered or borne in this life will appear 

as nothing.   Fr Robert Newton  
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ALEC BAKER’S LONG CHRISTIAN ALLEGIANCE IN THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Deirdre Baker  

A small number of Holy Trinity Kew’s 
congregation in May 1972 will remember when 
the Baker family suddenly appeared on the 
scene. Alec, Deirdre and their three children - 
Janice 9, Richard 7 and Damaris 3 1/2 years - 
had only arrived by ship three months before. 
They were warmly welcomed and quickly felt 
at home. Gordon Brown was vicar and as there 
was no assistant minister, Alec was soon 
licensed as a Lay Reader by the Archbishop. He 
quickly made himself useful in helping Gordon 
with his load of duties. 
Deirdre continues with her 
memories.  

Alec’s church associations went 
far back to his childhood in 
Lyndhurst, in the heart of the 
ancient ‘New Forest’, where he 
was the leading boy soprano in 
the Church of St Michael and All 
Angels.  

After leaving school in 1942 he 
was apprenticed at the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment in 
Farnborough, Hampshire, where 
he attended the C of E Parish of 
St Peter. He would cycle every 
summer break down to Lee 
Abbey, North Devon, to take part in a Christian 
youth camp, where he later became a leader. Lee 
Abbey is a beautiful Christian holiday house with a 
resident community and year round program of 
house parties. It was there in the summer of 1958 
that he first met me. I was a Community member on 
reception duty when Alec arrived. He came bouncing 
in, with black curls flying, and hugged the Lady 
Warden whom he knew well. Alec took part in 
leading activities, sport, and walks on Exmoor.  

Many happy couples met at Lee Abbey and we were 
one of them. After our marriage in April 1960, we 
moved to Bristol where Alec worked in the 
aeronautics industry. We helped found a Young 
Adults’ group at Christchurch, Clifton. In 1962 a 
move across England took us to Colchester in Essex, 
where Alec worked in Design at an engineering firm 
(he designed the well known 6” Xpelair kitchen fan 

with opening louvres). We attended a little local 
church called St Anne’s, where Alec was appointed a 
licensed Lay Reader in the English Diocese of 
Chelmsford, with permission to preach, so he 
continued to develop his leading and preaching 
skills. We had our first two children there, Janice and 
Richard.  

In 1967, Alec was now a Management and Planning 
consultant, travelling locally and abroad to do a wide 
variety of demanding jobs. This meant another move 

with our family to the Epsom-
Guildford area in Surrey, where 
our third child Damaris was 
born. We enjoyed attending the 
ancient little church of St 
Nicolas, Great Bookham, and the 
small daughter church in Little 
Bookham. Alec was licensed to 
preach and minister in the 
Diocese of Guildford.  

The biggest change for us came in 
1972. This brought a momentous 
change of scene as Alec’s work 
brought him to Melbourne. First 
we had two years in Kew where 
he acted at Holy Trinity as 
Reader, and later moved for a few 
years to St. Martin’s in Killara, 

Sydney.  

Finally in 1976, after a year in England, we five 
Bakers happily threw our lot in with that ‘Most 
Liveable City’ of Melbourne. Of course there was no 
question of Holy Trinity not becoming our chosen 
spiritual home! Alec and I ran a weekly Bible Study 
group held in the welcoming homes of members. The 
children were involved with the thriving youth 
group and Sunday School. Under our Vicar, Andrew 
St John, Alec was licensed again by the Archbishop 
as Reader with Permit to preach. He also became 
Vicar’s Warden and served with me as Kew 
Representatives on the Melbourne Synod. He had a 
role on the Selection Committee for the next 
Archbishop of the Melbourne Diocese.  

Over many years Alec played a valuable role in CMS 
(both Victorian and Federal). He was Victorian 
Branch Chairman. In 1993 after theological study 
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and time at Ridley College and St Andrew’s Hall (the 
CMS Missionary training college in leafy Parkville) 
CMS seconded us to work with Middle East Media 
in North Africa and the Middle East. Based in 
Nicosia in Cyprus, from mid 1993 to late 1999, Alec 
was deeply committed to helping the Church’s 
witness in North Africa and the Middle East - a 
sensitive task which was carried out in the wisest and 
most gracious way by MEM and later also by SAT-
7, a Christian television program broadcast in 
different languages.  

In Nicosia, Alec was Warden to the Provost (Dean) 
of St Paul’s little Cathedral and served on the 
Council. He was licensed as Lay Reader by the 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf and was also on 
Synod. In the summer Alec led services at a tiny 
stone church called St George’s in the Forest which 
was opened up every summer to cater for visitors to 
the mountains. At weekends we explored the beauties 
of Cyprus, ancient archaeological sites, beaches, 
forests and parks.  

One thing of vital importance was Alec’s openness 
to Christians of other churches. He was by no means 
‘dyed in the wool’! From his early years with 
Crusaders (where Baptists and Anglicans worked 
well together) and right through to his last field of 
ministry in the Middle East and North Africa, Alec 
happily related to many other Christian groups. Key 
to this role was his ability to work well with a wide 
range of local and expatriate people in Cyprus, 
Egypt, Turkey and Arab countries right across a 
region which was quite new to us. This we both felt 
was a privilege and a personally enriching 
experience.  

Alec shared the same vision of witnessing widely to 
our loving God, as did various Christian groups 
from Western countries like the US, UK and 
Scandinavia. Their outreach across the whole region 
involved cooperating Anglicans, Copts, Mennonites, 
Baptists and other Christian groups. They were all 
passionately involved in sharing, in this divided part 
of the globe, the core message of God’s love and 

salvation offered by grace to each and every one of his 
creatures.  

A new phase followed. We were back home in 
Melbourne after six and a half years away, by late 
December 1999. Alec and I were just in time for the 
spectacular firework celebrations of the second 
Millennium by the Yarra! Alec was member of the 
Selection Committee for the next Archbishop of the 
Melbourne Diocese.  

For six months in 2000 Alec was Acting Principal of 
the CMS Missionary Training College in Parkville 
(St Andrew’s Hall). In 2001 Alec and I returned 
briefly to Nicosia in order to tidy up some stored 
paperwork, then we spent six months in Cairo. He 
was standing in for the MEM leader on leave.  

Alec’s commitment to the mission of the Christian 
church local and worldwide was skilled and 
wholehearted, throughout his working life and 
beyond. Sadly Parkinson’s Disease hampered his 
social life and activities especially after 2010, but as 
far as possible he was there with me in the front row, 
left side, of our beloved church. He spent four years 
in Aged Care in Northcote, the last two years 
enduring frequent lockdowns uncomplainingly. 
After a serious relapse in February, he quietly died of 
pneumonia in the Austin Hospital on Sunday 20th 
February, with family daily at his side.  

Our sense of loss is deep and lasting, but we find in 
God our ever-present comfort and blessing. And 
what could match that joyful Celebration at Holy 
Trinity Kew on 4th March 2022, testifying to Alec’s 
life well lived as he responded to God’s call? His 
loving caring service is an ongoing example to us. 
We thank God for a wonderful family man - my dear 
husband, a father, grandfather, and friend.  

Our sincere thanks to all who have prayed faithfully 
for the Baker and Lucas family over recent years. 
Also to the clergy and many kind parishioners who 
have welcomed us warmly since we first arrived fifty 
years ago. You have helped make Holy Trinity Kew 
a spiritual Home for our family ever since.  

 

You can view Alec’s funeral service via this link: https://youtu.be/8wjDHNdErQc 

 

  

https://youtu.be/8wjDHNdErQc
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God in the Sciences 

This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute 
for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian 
faith.   
 

The Wonder and the Sorrow of PCR Tests 

PCR tests are a fact of life for most of us at the 
moment. As a biologist who was doing this 
procedure long before most people had heard of 
it, I take secret delight in people’s use of the 
acronym. Let me open the laboratory door and 
share the wonders it conceals. 

The swab that you, or someone else, pokes down 
your throat and up your nose goes into a tube 
containing a little liquid. That liquid is then 
heated or mixed with a chemical to kill any live 
virus particles, then 
purified to get rid of 
every part of the virus 
except RNA. 

The test is actually RT-
PCR, the first step being 
Reverse Transcription by 
an enzyme that converts 
any RNA present into 
DNA. Multiple copies of that DNA are then 
made using the Polymerase Chain Reaction. 
Reverse transcription produced one half of a 
DNA helix, like one side of an unzipped zip. The 
enzyme DNA Polymerase is a little like the 
zipper, except as well as zipping up it also 
manufactures the other half of the zip using 
DNA subunits that have been added to the tube. 
This process works because a bit like a zip, the 
two sides of the DNA helix are mirror images of 
each other. If that new helix is unzipped, DNA 
polymerase can then make a new strand on both 
sides. 

The beauty of PCR is in its simplicity. Multiple 
rounds of heating (which melts the DNA helix 
strands apart) and cooling (which allows the 
enzyme to make new DNA) produce more and 
more mirror-image DNA strands.  

Scientists often have stories to tell about the 
wonders they study, or make use of, in the lab. 
Sadly, if this particular process works it means 
that there was probably COVID-19 in the 
sample, and someone may be about to become 
quite ill. 

Do you live with similar tensions in your own 
life? Perhaps you sell a 
fantastic product that 
most people in the world 
can’t afford. Maybe you 
love taking care of 
people, but your role 
only exists because 
others live with great 
physical or mental 
challenges.  

For the Psalmists, a relationship with God was 
forged in the confusing space where the 
struggles of life mingled with praise for creation 
and trust in Him. How can we learn from these 
inspired ancient writers, celebrating the 
wonders we experience in our day-today lives 
while also lamenting the world’s brokenness, 
praying for healing and justice?  

This post is reproduced, with permission, from 

licc.org.uk. 

  

https://licc.org.uk/


 Science Corner 
 
The Oxford English Dictionary defines the word 
“meaning” thus: the intention, purpose, 
significance, sense, import of something. 
 
Dr. Katherine Mary Blundell is Professor of 
Physics at Oxford University. She is also an 
Astrophysicist, and has won numerous scientific 
awards. She also happens to be a Christian, and 
(in an interview with famous Nuclear Physicist 
and Church of England priest John 
Polkinghorne), made the following statement: 
 
“Our detailed study of the Big Bang does not actually 
address the question of it’s (the Big Bang’s) 
meaning. That’s not science. It does not mean (the Big 
Bang) is untrue. But it’s (meaning) is different from 
science… 
 
“Now you can’t put God in a test-tube, and you can’t 
make measurements of God, but that doesn’t mean 

our experience of how we relate to other people and 
how we relate to God isn’t a valid experience.” 
 
The University of California, Berkley lists a 
number of things that science - despite all its 
amazing achievements – cannot do. Its 
UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE  website is 
quoted thus: 
 
“Science does not make moral judgements, aesthetic 
judgements, how to use scientific knowledge, and 
science does not draw conclusions about supernatural 
explanations.” 
 
As R. C. Sproul has written, “if we take away the 
supernatural, we take away Christianity.” 
 
 
 

 
Farewell for Fr Robert Holland 
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From the Director of Music 
 

Stephen Kerr 

 
We’ve had a great start to the year, with services 
returning to a largely normal rhythm and the 
choir able to sing in full voice every Sunday 
without restriction. Let’s hope it stays that way! 
 
Our Christmas services were supported by a 
full and very enthusiastic choir, especially the 
carols service, which was quite 
well attended even in light of 
the threat of the pandemic. 
 
The several funerals that I’ve 
played for since we have been 
able to again have a full 
congregation have reminded 
me of just how important and 
meaningful it is to share in the 
joint human experience of song 
and the soothing and uplifting 
capacity of music.  
 
We are lucky at Holy Trinity to 
have a dedicated choir across several 
generations. Most gratifying has been the 
continuing interest in our choral community 
from our senior boy choristers Vu, Chris and 
Anshan, (as well as George, David and Darcey!) 
who contribute their time when they are able.  

 
Palm Sunday was a recent example of the choir 
being strongly supported by our senior boys, 
with a goodly-sized choir joining in the palm 
procession and uplifting anthem of the day. 
 
We have had further interest from new 
choristers at Trinity Grammar and it is hoped 

that we will welcome some new choristers from 
Term 2, joining our existing Trinity Grammar 
Scholars Ryan, Antuan and Dominic.  
 
I continue to hope we might explore moving the 
organ console to the chancel so we have a more 

solid music connection 
between organist and 
choir, though this will 
come at some cost.  
 
 

Have a joyful 
Eastertide! 
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The Pleasure of Churches  

Ben Williamson 

Church buildings have always fascinated me. The 

atmosphere of peace and contemplation, the 

presence of God and a retreat from the cognitive 

cacophony of the modern world, all recommend 

churches as places to visit. There is also an 

undeniable aesthetic quality that is practically 

obsolete in modern architecture, and each church 

has its own character.  

My first conscious experience of a church building 

would have occurred during early childhood in 

the 1980s. Growing up in a rural town in 

Gippsland, the nineteenth-century 

Anglican church stood across from 

my primary school. The beautiful 

red brick building with white trim 

stood in grounds ringed by majestic 

oak trees, while an elegant lychgate 

gifted to the parish in the 1920s 

added to the overall effect. My 

juvenile mind recognised that this 

was a place that was somehow 

different and special. I remember 

our class even had a few trips to the 

church itself, and we learnt about 

Christianity during RE lessons – 

something hard to imagine for a 

state school in our current era of 

spiritual suspicion and, ironically, 

inclusion. When visiting my parents, who still live 

in the town today, I make a point of visiting the 

church and I’m very pleased to say that it has 

barely changed at all. 

In contrast, I’m sure we have all been awed and 

amazed by some of the monumental churches of 

the world. St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome and St. 

Paul’s Cathedral in London (not to mention the 

many grand cathedrals throughout the United 

Kingdom and Europe more broadly) are not 

easily forgotten after gazing up at the impossibly 

high ceilings and peering down the epic naves. I 

remember St. Peter’s proudly boasting its 

superior size to other churches via measurements 

in the floor. Prideful indeed! While there is 

inevitably a wonderful sense of grandeur in 

places such as these, I can’t say that I found them 

conducive to quiet contemplation amidst the 

clicking cameras and the bustle of the tourists!  

Once I visited a tiny little church in a rural 

Tasmanian town while my family and I were 

holidaying. The building was essentially a small 

shed-like edifice, and the vicar was one of those 

indefatigable ministers who travel to several 

towns and churches in their rounds. It turned out 

I was one of only three worshippers that day. I 

remember the vicar taking out a 

small and archaic-looking cassette 

player and a dusty old tape, which 

I thought looked ominous. We three 

congregants watched patiently yet 

with apprehension as the vicar 

struggled to get the ancient cassette 

to play. I think we collectively 

sighed with relief when it was 

decided that the player had 

ultimately played its last, and the 

service proceeded sans whatever 

was on that tape!  

Perhaps sitting somewhere 

between all of these experiences 

was my visit to the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. With a surprising 

lack of tourists due to a light snowfall the day 

before, the gloomy shadow and the asymmetrical 

and labyrinthine interior made it a place of 

simultaneous grandeur and contemplation. I was 

evidently very lucky that day, missing the vast 

crowds that usually cram inside.   

There is little doubt that our church here in Kew 

is one of Melbourne’s most beautiful, inside and 

out. Somehow I think that with current trends in 

architecture and shifting cultural values, the 

elegant and atmospheric buildings that help to 

focus our faith are more important than ever and 

worth protecting – wherever they are in the 

world.  
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Beneath the surface of Bath Abbey 
 
A unique renovation project reaches completion this year. Rebecca Paveley talks to some of those involved 

 
FCB STUDIOS 
Cut away showing the new space 
under Bath Abbey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE heart of the UNESCO World Heritage City of Bath, space to build new facilities for existing 
buildings is all but impossible to find. So, when Bath Abbey, which dates from 1499, needed both 
renovation and new facilities, there was only one serious option — to expand downwards. 
 
Its ground-breaking “Footprint” project, which has cost about £21 million and taken a decade to realise, 
is now in the very last stages of completion. 
 
Through the expansion of underground vaults and the creation of new underground spaces, the abbey 
is now linked to its offices in a row of Georgian buildings near by via a new Song School, discovery 
centre, education centre, volunteer facilities, and more. 
 
Even more radical than this underground expansion is its new heating system: the abbey has tapped 
into the Great Drain of hot water which leaves the Roman baths next door, diverting its heat to keep 
the abbey and its buildings warm. It is a unique and sustainable solution. 
 
Much of the work has gone on underground and out of sight, so that new visitors can be puzzled, at 
first, to see what the money has been spent on. 
 
The scope of the vision — which began with a statement of need which expressed a wish for the abbey 
to “become fully alive” — was enormous; and tenacity was needed to see it through to completion, 
despite Brexit, Covid, a consistory-court challenge to the removal of pews, and expanding the remit of 
some of the work to incorporate a response to the Black Lives Matter movement. 
  
GEOFF RICH, a partner at the architects Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios, and the architect Alex Morris 
are two of the few people to have seen the project all the way through, as many of the original 
instigators, including the initiating rector, have moved away or retired. 
 
The studios are used to working on enormous projects on some of the nation’s best-known buildings, 
including Windsor Castle and Alexandra Palace, and this was their first significant project in a church 
building. Both Mr Rich and Mr Morris live in Bath; so it was very personal for them. 
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Mr Morris said: “It is really important to us, as it’s not just about business relationships: we meet these 
people from day to day in the city. I have been going into the abbey twice a week for years now.” 
 
Mr Rich said: “What large urban churches can deliver for their communities is exciting; so to have an 
opportunity to do it in our home city was really exciting. The abbey was extremely brave to take this 
on, and they really should emerge from it feeling like champions, guardians for future generations.” 
 
It is just over ten years since the previous Rector, Prebendary Edward Mason, and the first project 
manager, Charles Curnock, put together a statement of need which talked of the abbey becoming “fully 
alive”. Although they had a growing congregation and were busy with events, there were some big 
issues to deal with: there were no lavatories for visitors or those attending concerts and other events, 
and the abbey floor was in a state of progressive collapse. The PCC wanted a church that could function 
for the next 100 years and tell its story “with compassion and integrity”. 

 
 
FCB STUDIOS 
Diagram showing the 
location of the ledger 
stones in the Bath Abbey 
flooring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The architects won the tender to work on the project, which began with the floor, whose stones, 
including its unique collection of 18th- and 19th-century ledger (memorial) stones, were sinking as the 
coffins beneath decayed. 
 
A test area was excavated first, to uncover the extent of the work. “From the trial excavation in the 
north aisle, we found that 15 per cent of the subfloor was void; it was described by the Rector as like a 
Swiss cheese,” Mr Morris said. 
 
“It was in a worse condition than had been realised, due to the decay of bodies and timber coffins. In 
some areas of group burials, there was over 100mm of deformation of the floor.” 
  
TO REPAIR the floor, each stone would have to be lifted. For this to happen, and to open up the space, 
the abbey’s PCC applied to remove the nave pews, which covered the ledger stones. The Victorian 
Society argued for the pews ’retention: they had been installed as part of Sir George Gilbert Scott’s 
restoration of the abbey in the mid-19th century, and the matter ended up in the consistory court. 
 
The abbey won the case, and permission was granted for permanent removal of the nave pews, which 
would reveal the floor to visitors for the first time in 150 years. Pews in other parts of the building 
remain, as do most of Scott’s other fixtures and fittings. 
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The architects are adamant that the pews ’removal was necessary. “The pews were a block to the 
changes the abbey wanted to deliver,” Mr Rich said. “The space that has emerged fully justifies it. 
Because the pews are not there, you can see the architecture of the whole building. It is built of Bath 
stone, and it radiates light without the dark brown pews.” 
 
The floor is one of the abbey’s most remarkable features. Laid with 891 ledger stones, it is made up of 
three thousand stones in all. Underneath was a mass of bones and other material. Burials had been 
allowed under the floor from the 1620s to the 1830s, just 30 years before Scott dug up the whole floor 
and “rotavated” the earth underneath during his restoration of the abbey, throwing in other remnants, 
such as parts of the Tudor ceiling. 
 
Renovating the floor was described as a “giant 3000-piece jigsaw puzzle” by the architects. 
Archaeologists were involved at every step. 
 
Nathan Ward took over as project manager two years ago. He said: “Every single stone had to be lifted. 
All have been repaired and conserved and put back as close as possible to their original location. 
 
“The entire floor was excavated to a metre depth, and we collected 56,000 artefacts of plaster and 
marble and bone from under the floor; 1700 full skeletons were found out of the 8000 people believed 
to be buried in the abbey and around it.” The bodies have been reinterred. 
  
INSTALLING the abbey’s new geothermal heating system under the floor presented another challenge 
(News, 12 March 2021). The 2000-year-old Great Drain of the Roman baths runs past the abbey, metres 
under the ground, carrying water to the River Avon. More than one million litres of hot water flow 
through the Baths each day from the only naturally occurring hot spring in England. 
 
 
FCB STUDIOS 
Pipes drawing off heat for the abbey from the spa water in the Great Drain 

 
Running past the abbey doors, it offered an opportunity to create 
an eco-friendly heating solution — but getting at it was 
challenging work, not least because the heat in the Great Drain 
meant that construction workers could not spend long hours 
working down there at a time. 
 
Mr Morris said: “The Great Drain is seven metres underground, 
and you could only stay there for 20 minutes at a time because of 
the heat. People had to be lowered in and out down a manhole 
to carry out the work.” 
 
This work included installing a closed loop system using heat 
exchangers to capture energy from the hot water in the Drain and 
send it back to the abbey. Now complete, it means that the abbey 
can be kept at a stable temperature of about 19ºC. 
  
ONE unexpected challenge encountered by the project was the 
need to research more of the abbey’s links to slavery, prompted 
by the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement. 
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The present Rector, Prebendary Guy Bridgewater, spoke of the scale of the task of researching the past 
of those buried there. “Westminster Abbey has more memorials, but we have more memorials, if you 
count all the ledger stones. They are a huge feature of the place, enabling people to encounter the 
heritage of the past, including that which is glorious and that which is shameful, and use that heritage 
to proclaim the gospel.” 
 
The abbey put together an exhibition exploring the history of the people behind/beneath the 
memorials, which became a centrepiece of the city’s response to the movement. 
 
“BLM helped to focus Bath’s response to our heritage. The slavery ships may have sailed from Bristol, 
but a lot of the money was spent here in Bath. Research we carried out on the memorials will be in the 
discovery centre and guide book. 
 
“It’s important that we don’t sweep any of the periods of our history under the carpet,” Prebendary 
Bridgewater said. 
  
THE last remaining elements of the huge project are due to open in autumn this year, including the 
new discovery centre and education centre. It is hoped that, by then, some of the overseas visitors so 
crucial to Bath and the abbey’s income will have begun to return. 
 
The abbey normally attracts about half-a-million visitors a year — more than many cathedrals. Covid 
restrictions have hit Bath very hard, but the abbey has received money from the Cultural Recovery 
Fund, in addition to its original £10.6-million Lottery grant. 
 
Many of the match-funded donations have come from people in Bath and the surrounding area. The 
congregation have been supportive and generous — and “amazingly patient”, Prebendary 
Bridgewater said. 
 
People were thrilled to see the renovated building, he said. “They have followed very closely the 
challenges, and there were a number of people who were not entirely sure we’d be able to pull it off — 
they have been quite blown away. It is thanks to their vision and the generosity of supporters that have 
made it possible. There is real excitement with what it is going to make possible.” 
 
Early plans include throwing open the doors for music makers in the city to use the abbey’s new 
facilities, in addition to its own five choirs. 
 
“There is a lovely sense of the wider community valuing the abbey. And it’s not just the congregation 
that see it as essential to Bath: the city of Bath really values great churches, and recognises what they 
offer in terms of presence: that we provide a heritage of faith.” 
 
Mr Rich, who has overseen the project from the start, agrees. The work, he says, has “relaxed the 
abbey’s relationship with the outside” and given it more scope for different functions. It has given real 
capacity for the faith community to become more active in the city centre into the future. 
“Like Gilbert Scott, it has been reinterpreted for the next 100 years.” 
 
Church Times 22/01/22  Rebecca Paveley 
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Did you know? 

"So when nobody's watching, is the rainbow there? No, it is not. Your eyes are needed to complete the 

geometry. The triad of Sun, water droplets, and observer are all required for a rainbow. When no one 

is present, we can picture the situation as an infinity of potential rainbows, each slightly offset from 

the others with various color emphases (since bigger droplets produce more vivid rainbows but rob 

them of blue). Moreover, only when neurons in the retina and brain are stimulated by light's invisible 

magnetic and electrical pulses do they conjure the subjective experience of spectral colors. For both 

reasons, we are as necessary for rainbows as the Sun and the rain." - Bob Berman (The Sun's Heartbeat] 

 

A VISIT TO THE HOLY LANDS IN 1963. 

My interest in travel through the holy lands 

owes much to the Rev George Hall, vicar of All 

Saints Kooyong in some of my formative years. 

He drew vivid images of people and places such 

as to arouse my curiosity to see the places for 

myself. Add to that some sense of adventure to 

go to places not widely visited at that time. 

Fortunately, Beirut in Lebanon has a major 

airport and many airlines called there to refuel 

on their way to Europe, and was a good place 

for me to start my American Colony run trip. 

My main recollection of Beirut was the 

prosperity of the inner city coastal area 

contrasting with the shantytown poverty of 

some of the suburbs. The journey to Damascus 

took us through the snow-capped mountains 

giving views of fertile valleys and many cedar 

trees, but not the Biblical ones which are further 

north. We stopped at Baalbek to look at the 

ruins of a temple built in the first century AD., 

remarkable mainly for still being there in this 

turbulent part of the world. 

The city of Damascus is surrounded by 

impressive and rugged hills and the swift 

flowing snow fed Abana River, both gave a 

welcome contrast to the surrounding desert 

country. We visited St. Anania's Church said to 

be occupied by the blinded Paul pending the 

return of his eyesight, the structure is partly 

buried by drifting sands, but this does not 

diminish its feeling of history. The pristine 

Omayad Mosque which embraces the Shrine of 

John the Baptist was a tribute to the care and 

attention given to it. The opening in the city wall 

through which Paul escaped was tiny, 

suggesting that Paul was both small and 

admirably athletic. 

The authorities imposed an 18-hour curfew 

from 6 pm so an evening walk was not possible, 

but a good sleep was, in this normally noisy 

city. 

Crossing from Syria into Jordan was scary with 

questions like, why was I as an Australian there, 

was I a spy, why did I have a camera? 

Language, or lack of it did not help, but in the 

end they let me in and off we went towards 

Amman passing small flocks of sheep grazing 

poor pastures on dry stony hills and farmers 

ploughing similar areas with wooden ploughs 

drawn by one or two oxen. 

Our road continued downwards towards the 

Dead Sea, passing a sign 'Sea Level' and 

continued down, through a desolate valley to 

the narrow, muddy and slow-moving Jordan 

River at the spot where Joshua was said to have 

crossed into Judaea and where John baptised 

Jesus. The site is of course significant from a 

Christian perspective, but the soldiers thought 

it was important too and no photographs were 

allowed. 

Jerricho was surrounded by orange groves 

giving welcome greenery and an enjoyable 

perfume to the early spring evening air. Some 

of the walls had been excavated to expose 

where they had fallen down and Elisha's Well 

was there for all to see, not a good water supply. 



TRINITY TIMES |Easter 2022 

 

26 

From Jericho we set off for Jerusalem on a 

beautifully engineered road that would not be 

recognisable to the Good Samaritan viewing the 

Mount of Temptation on the way. The barren 

mount looked a very miserable place to spend 

40 days. 

The approach to Jerusalem is impressive. The 

city is on high ground and the golden Dome on 

the Rock visible from a distance. Closer, the 

walls and old 

stone buildings 

become the 

prominent 

features. The 

stone is still 

used as it 

provides 

strength, good 

insulation from 

the climate 

extremes and a 

commendable 

ability to 

withstand 

shellfire. The 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre has suffered 

earthquake damage on many occasions over the 

centuries so the outside was messy, but the 

decoration inside and the aura of the place were 

not to be missed. Not so, was the Via Dolorosa 

where the jostling crowds made me feel like I 

was in a pickpockets' paradise and in no mood 

to contemplate the Stations of the Cross. 

Fortunately, all turned out well. 

Later, a walk to the Wailing Wall was easy by 

comparison, apparently the Wall was not 

popular on that day so I could get close to the 

massive blocks of stone which once supported 

the Temple. One can only admire the strength 

of the builders who fashioned and manoeuvred 

these huge blocks. 

I was forewarned about the procedures 

required to successfully cross into Israel in the 

divided city of Jerusalem, a second 'Israel only' 

passport was needed, as any Arab markings in 

a passport would result in a denial of entry. The 

procedure 

involved a taxi 

ride to the 

Jordanian 

border post, 

where my exit 

was recorded in 

my normal 

passport, and a 

100 metre or so 

walk across the 

no man’s land 

strip with armed 

Arab soldiers on 

one side and 

armed Israeli 

soldiers on the other. It was a great relief when 

the Israeli immigration stamped my 'Israel only' 

passport and I could continue the journey to Tel 

Aviv through well organized and productive 

farmlands. 

I am very glad to have been able to see what I 

did on this brief trip, it would not be possible to 

do so today. 

E.J Miller 

20 July 2019 

 

 

PRAYERS FROM THE SAINTS 

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centred. 

Forgive them anyway. (Mother Teresa of Calcutta) 
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GOD in the Arts       
 

Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a famous masterpiece by Giotto. 

If you use it, please would you add at the end:  Reprinted by kind permission of the Arena Chapel, Padua. 
 

  

‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’ 

Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most 

important, holiest week in the Church’s year, 

when we follow Jesus from His triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to 

Calvary and to the garden of the tomb. As we 

make that journey each year, we are not just 

remembering past events. We are celebrating 

how eternity touched Jerusalem in that first 

Holy Week and 

how eternity can 

touch our lives 

now.  

To create that 

impact and that 

realisation, the 

week is brim-full of 

colour and variety 

in its worship, full 

of action and 

movement, full of 

processions and 

music. But we 

might think it is a 

week with very 

little silence. 

Yet the silences are 

there if we look at 

the Gospels closely. We enter an upper room 

and catch our breath when Jesus announces a 

betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, 

and a bleak stillness falls on that scene. In the 

palace Jesus stands accused, no words are 

spoken, and the governor wonders in the 

silence. And there is silence by the cross until 

the ninth hour. The silence does fall during 

Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these 

tense days. It is conveyed with dramatic force in 

this Gethsemane scene: Peter Firth’s poem 

describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The 

painting is by Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is 

part of an amazing series of frescoes he painted 

for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 1305-06.  

At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: 

burning torches wave in the sky, weapons are 

wielded, and a ram’s horn blown. The cohort of 

soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to 

defend Him by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his 

anger. One of the 

religious leaders 

points to Jesus in 

the centre of the 

painting. 

And it is there that 

the tragic stillness 

falls as our eyes 

focus on the eyes of 

Jesus: that steady, 

discomforting gaze 

into the eyes of 

Judas the betrayer. 

Judas’ cloak seems 

to engulf Jesus, but 

it cannot blot out 

the look of our 

Lord. 

The face of Judas is 

troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to burrow 

deep into that anxiety, beneath the surface into 

his heart. 

In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. 

The face of Jesus is turned in our direction, 

saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the heady 

excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also 

follow Me into this garden, on the way of My 

cross to the foot of Calvary, and beyond to the 

empty tomb of Easter morning?’ 
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CHRISTIAN ART 
 

Healing of the Blind Man, Eustache Le Sueur, 1616-1655 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Visit to Taormina, Sicily, 2014 

Julie-Anne Barnes 

 
We took a fast train to Salerno from Florence, on 
our way to Sicily, and stayed for one night at the 
Hotel Plaza.  It is just across the square from the 
station, convenient for an early start on the long 
journey next day. The trip involves the train 
going onto a ferry at the toe of Italy, to cross the 
strait to Messina; it then continues to Taormina 
and beyond.  We were in a full carriage, air-
conditioned, but a man sitting by the window 
kept it open: not only was the compartment hot, 
but also windy.  We were disappointed to learn 
that there was no dining or cafeteria car on the 
train as we had not brought enough water with 
us to last a whole day.  Fortunately, a trolley 
came along with drinks for sale (but only once 
in many hours).  Others in the carriage had 
made the same mistake, including some 
Americans who were going even further, for 
another couple of hours across Sicily then onto 
a ferry to Malta.  They also had expected a 
restaurant car and, having brought neither food 
nor water, so they were even more pleased to 
see the trolley than we.    
 
Taormina is a resort town, popular with Italians 
for beach holidays.  From the elevated city 
centre, the beach is reached via descent by cable 
car.  Once settled in our room we walked to the 
town centre to get our bearings and were in 
time to join the evening passeggiata, the fine 
Italian custom where the locals of all ages take 
an evening stroll in the centre, dressed in their 
best.  Women dress as stylishly as they can, 
generally in high heels, and the men also are 
often in suits, but without ties; the men have a 
rather swaggering manner, often carrying the 
suit coat over their shoulders or swinging on a 
finger or hand, behind one shoulder.   
 
The Duomo (cathedral) is in the city centre.  It is 
a solid, rather austere building, originally built 
in the 13th century but it has suffered damage 
over the intervening centuries and been 
restored in varying styles.  The area is 
earthquake prone, with several unstable 
volcanoes, including Etna (the largest active 
volcano in Europe), in the vicinity.  The interior 

is rather sparse for a Sicilian cathedral, with 
bare, pale stone walls and only light entering 
through glowing alabaster windows.  The 
interior was decorated for a wedding when we 
visited and we saw many well-dressed people 
arriving as we left, the women teetering in very 
high heels over the uneven stone pavement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A detail (Santa Lucia) from the altar piece (1504) by 
Antonello de Saliba, from the workshop of Antonello 
da Messina 
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After dinner in town, we returned to our hotel, 
La Pensione Svizzera.  It is a pink building several 
stories high, with no lift.  The people there were 
very helpful with luggage, however, and our 
room was conveniently placed on the ground 
floor.  It was a comfortable room, spacious and 
light, with a little balcony overlooking the 
street.  Breakfast was excellent, served on a 
glass-enclosed terrace, which had a great view 
of the shore and the mountains across the water, 
including the quietly smoking Etna.  
 

There is a little church next door, surprisingly, 
Anglican (St George’s).  It is served by priests 

from England in monthly rotation.  I guess it 
would be a kind of holiday for them, with only 
one day a week of duties and a small 
congregation consisting, principally, of English 
tourists and the odd colonial (on this occasion, 
me).  There is a little harmonium in the chancel, 
in place of an organ but it requires a volunteer 
from amongst the congregation to play; on this 
occasion no-one stepped up, so we had to sing a 
cappella.  Fortunately, the hymns were well-
known, and the priest sang in tune with a strong 
voice.  Father Robert on holiday, perhaps. 

 

Editorial 
A sermon, preached by Fr. Luke Veronis, at St. 
Church in Durres, Albania (19 March, 2017) 
begins with the following: 
“Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the Russian author who 
spent many years in the gulag of Siberia, bears 
witness to the power of the Cross. After long 
suffering in the work camp of Siberia, he fell into 
despair. Like many prisoners, he had worked in the 
fields day after day, in rain and sun, during summer 
and winter. His days were filled with backbreaking 
labour and slow starvation. On a particular day, the 
hopefulness of his situation became too much. He 
saw no reason to keep on living, to continue fighting 
the system. He thought that the rest of his life was 
meaningless since he would most likely die in this 
Siberian prison. His life made no difference in the 
world, so he gave up. 
 

Laying his shovel on the ground, he slowly walked to 
a crude work-site bench and sat down. He knew that 
any moment a guard would order him to stand up, 
and when he failed to respond, the guard would beat 
him to death, probably with his own shovel. He had 
seen it happen to many other prisoners. 
 

As he waited, head down, he felt a presence. Slowly 
he lifted his eyes and saw a skinny, old prisoner squat 
down beside him. The man said nothing. Instead, he 
drew a stick through the ground at Solzhenitsyn’s 
feet, tracing the sign of the Cross. The man then got 
up and returned to his work. 
 

As Solzhenitsyn stared at the sign of the Cross, his 
entire perspective changed. He knew that he was only 

one man against the all-powerful Soviet empire. Yet 
in that moment, he knew that there was something 
greater than the evil that he saw in the prison, 
something greater than the Soviet Union. He knew 
that the hope of all mankind was represented in that 
simple Cross. And through the power of the Cross, 
anything was possible. 
 

Solzhenitsyn slowly got up, picked up his shovel, and 
went back to work. Nothing outward had changed, 
but inside, he received hope. 
 

Years later, Solzhenitsyn’s writings enlightened the 
entire world, telling us not only about the horrors of 
the Soviet prisons, but also witnessing to the power 
of God and the hope of the Cross.” 
 

Eight years after Fr. Veronis’s sermon, 
international tensions remain. But Jesus did 
warn us “You will hear of wars and rumours of 
wars” (Matt:24:6) 
 

Jesus distinguished peace-lovers from peace-
makers in as much that he did not mention 
peace-lovers (Matt 5:9). For Solzhenitsyn, the 
Victory over evil to which the Cross and the 
Empty Tomb attests gave him the physical and 
spiritual strength to get back to work despite 
the cruelty.  
 
In our own troubled times, as Solzhenitsyn 
found in his, we need to live the Bendictine 
motto, Ora et Labora  (work and pray). 
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Smile Lines 
 
Dem Bones, dem bones 
It has been said that the body of any organisation is 
made up of four types of bones…. 
There are the Wishbones – who spend their time 
wishing someone else would do something about 
the problem under discussion…. 
There are the Jawbones – who spend their time 
talking about the problem. 
There are the Knucklebones – who spend their time 
knocking everything that everyone has already 
done or would like to do. 
Finally, there are the Backbones who quietly come 
along, get under the load, and carry it! 
Which type of bone are you? 
 
12 friends?! 
There was a joke doing the round on social media a 
few weeks ago:  Why does no one talk about the 
miracle of Jesus having 12 close friends in His 30s?  
 
What a hoot 
One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his 
huge country churchyard, and just for fun, hooted 
softly, like an owl. To his delight, an owl hooted 
softly back. The next night the same thing 
happened, and again, the night after that. Soon it 
became a regular habit, and every night for the 
following year, no matter what the weather, the 
vicar would go to the churchyard and hoot back and 
forth with his feathered friend. The hoots became 
longer and more complicated, and the vicar kept a 
careful log of the ‘conversation’.  
Just as he thought he was on the verge of a real 
breakthrough in interspecies communication, his 
wife had a chat with the neighbour who lived in a 
big house and garden next door to the church. "My 
husband comes here each night,” she said, to “hoot 
to the owl in the churchyard.” "That's odd," the 
neighbour replied, "so does my husband." 
 
 
April rains 
The rain, though raining every day upon the just 
and unjust fellow,  
falls chiefly on the just, because the unjust has the 
just’s umbrella. 
 
The drums of Borneo 
A missionary went to Borneo and settled in a remote 
clearing in the forest of Sumatra, where he could 
build a church. But at dusk on the very first day, the 
missionary was startled by the sound of tribal 

drums in the distance. As the minutes passed, the 
drums got louder. His guide looked uneasy. "I don't 
like the sound of those drums,” he said.  
Soon dusk turned to evening, and the drums got 
even louder, and much closer. The guide kept 
glancing around him. He said again to the 
missionary, "I don't like the sound of those drums."    
Evening turned to night. The two men sat close to 
their fire, listening to the approaching drums. Soon 
it was obvious that the drummers must be almost 
upon them. The guide said again, "I really don't like 
the sound of those drums."  
With that, the drums abruptly stopped. There was a 
brief silence. Then an aggrieved voice came out of 
the darkness: "Hey man, he's not our regular 
drummer!"  
 
The best position in which to pray  
Three theologians at a conference centre sat 
discussing the best positions for prayer, while a 
telephone repairman worked nearby. "Kneeling is 
definitely best," said one, and backed up his claim 
by quoting a number of New Testament texts on 
humility in Greek. 
"No," another contended. "I get the best results 
standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven." 
He quoted a few texts on praise in Latin. 
"You're both wrong," the third insisted. "The most 
effective prayer position is lying prostrate, face 
down on the floor." He quoted a few texts on 
penitence in Hebrew. 
The repairman could contain himself no longer. 
"Sorry to interrupt,” he said, “but the best praying I 
ever did was in English, hanging upside down from 
a telephone pole!" 
 
Comfort 
As the new vicar in the community, I tried to have a 
friendly word for everybody. And so, even while I 
sat in the reception area of my doctor's surgery, I felt 
‘on duty’.   
Just then a woman rolled an elderly man in a 
wheelchair into the room. As she went to the 
receptionist's desk, the man sat there, alone and 
silent. I was thinking I should make small talk with 
him when a little boy slipped off his mother's lap 
and walked over to the wheelchair.  
Placing his hand on the man's, he said 
companionably, "I know just how stupid you feel. 
My mum makes me ride in the pushchair, too." 
 
Jesus ’grannie 
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The little boy came home from his first day at 
Sunday School and casually told his mother that the 
Sunday School teacher was Jesus' grannie. 
Astonished, his mother asked: “Whatever makes 
you think that?” 
"Well, it’s pretty obvious,” said her son. “She never 
stopped talking about Him all morning.  She told us 
Jesus is smarter and stronger and better-behaved 
than anyone else she knows.  She even showed us a 
picture of Him. Who but a grannie would do that?” 
 
Look at it this way 
Every evening I turn my troubles over to God.  Why 
not?  He’s going to be up all night 
anyway. 
 
Directions 
The Revd Billy Graham told of an encounter early in 
his ministry, when he had arrived for a preaching 
mission in a small town. Wanting to post a letter, he 
asked a young boy in the street where the post office 
was. After the boy told him, Billy Graham thanked 
him, and added: “Son, if you come along to the 
Baptist church this evening, you can hear me telling 
everyone how to get to heaven.”   
The boy looked doubtful. “The way to Heaven? But 
you can’t even find the post office.” 
 
The Italian pasta diet that really works 
You walka pasta da bakery 
You walks pasta da sweet shop 
You walka pasta da ice cream shop 
You walks pasta da table and fridge 
You gonna lose da weight! 
 
Quiet in church 
A mother who took her fidgety seven-year-old to 
church finally had an idea: about halfway through 
the long sermon she leaned over and whispered: “If 
you don’t be quiet, the preacher is going to lose his 
place, and he will have to start the sermon all over 
again.” It worked. 
 
No sunbeams 
A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears. 
When questioned by his anxious mother, he 
explained: “This morning they told me that Jesus 
wants me for a sunbeam. But I want to be a train 
driver!” 
 
Grandparents 
Grandmothers are mums with lots of frosting. - 
Anon 
 

Becoming a grandmother is wonderful. One 
moment you're just a mother. The next you are all-
wise and prehistoric. - Pam Brown  
 
Grandchildren don't stay young forever, which is 
good because grandfathers have only so many 
horsy rides in them. - Gene Perret 
 
You do not really understand something unless you 
can explain it to your grandmother. - Proverb  
 
Hymns for the lukewarm 
The Laodicean church is described in the Bible in the book 
of The Revelation as being lukewarm. If the Laodiceans 
were to have a hymnal, suitable for their conviction, 
here's a list of some of the hymns it may contain: 
 
Teach Me, Lord, Thy Easy Way 
We Are Milling Around in the Light of God 
When Peace, like a Trickle 
When the Saints Go Sneaking In 
 
Editor:  finally, some miscellaneous observations 
on life: 
 
The real purpose of a child's full name is so he can 
tell when he's really in trouble. 
 

Never buy a car you can't push. 
 

City life:  Millions of people being lonesome 
together. – Thoreau 
 

Conference:  The confusion of one person multiplied 
by the number present.  – Anon 
 

Commuter: A person who has a complaint of 
longstanding. – Anon 
 

Never drive faster than your guardian angel can fly. 
– Anon 
 

This is not my bald patch; it’s a solar panel for brain 
power. – Anon 
 

Why was the Easter bunny upset? He was having a 
bad hare day. 
 

What is Easter Bunny’s favourite kind of 
music?  Hip-hop, of course! 
 

What do you call a rabbit that can tell a good joke? A 
funny bunny. 
 

True, but odd 
The Bible is among the topmost shoplifted books in 
the world, according to several sources, including 
CNN and the New York Times.  
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Wordsearch 
 

The last Passover 
 
On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with His disciples. He then transformed 
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is 
my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing to die for the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel 
makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that 
later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover lambs were killed.   
 
Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing their feet. He said: “A new command I give you: love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love through 
service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum 
novum do vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).  
 
Passover 
ate 
last 
disciples 
transformed 
 
Lord 
Supper 
bread 
wine 
body 
 
blood 
Lamb 
God 
die 
sins 
 
world 
John 
gospel 
killed 
feet 
 
washing 
love 
command  
service 
maundy 
 
 
 
Solution at back 
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CROSSWORD
 

Across 
1  ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 
A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8) 
9  In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5) 
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning 
bush (Exodus 3:1) (5) 
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 
13:30) (6) 
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke 
it, making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13) 
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6) 
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he 
washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5) 
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 
9:9) (5) 
23 For nine (anag.) (7) 
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8) 
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the 
Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 
Samuel 17:10) (4) 
 
 

Down 
1  ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I 
— — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4) 
2  Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, and so on (5) 
4  ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — 
— , who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 
5  An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5) 
6  Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. 
Douglas, which became a 1953 film starring Richard 
Burton (3,4) 
7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 
8  One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who 
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6) 
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8) 
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — 
floweth’ (7) 
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ 
(John 8:36) (2,3) 
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us 
from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4) 

Solutions at back 
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Kid’s Corner
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Maze 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sudoku 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution at back 



Book Reviews 
 

The Easter Story 
By Karen Williamson, illustrated by Marie Allen, Candle Books, 
Angus and Robertson $22.90 
 
Here is a book for sharing with your toddlers and young children, 
perfect for bedtimes leading up to Easter. 
It is written as a continuous journey, from ‘A noisy entry ’where Jesus 
is walking to Jerusalem, ‘A meal to remember ’where Jesus ate with 
twelve special friends, through to Jesus appearing to His special 
friends and His ascension. The story is expanded to give a little more 
detail and to enable it to be read as a continuous story over a number 
of days, leading up to Easter.  
 

 
 
The Print of the Nails – the Church Times Holy Week and Easter 
Collection 
By Hugh Hillyard-Parker, Paula Gooder, and Samuel Wells, 
Canterbury Press, Blackwell’s $33.76 
 
Here is a wealth of seasonal reading and resources for worship during 
the build-up to Easter.   
It includes: meditations on the Stations of the Cross; a short story set in 
Gethsemane; a look at Pilate; the art of Good Friday; a look at Judas; an 
argument for starting Easter celebrations in the dark;  the carols of 
Easter; the poetry of the cross; and on why the Resurrection is central to 
faith. 
In life, Jesus had 'nowhere to lay His head' and in death He was laid in 
a borrowed tomb. Mindful of this, all royalties from this book will go to 
the Church Homeless Trust. 
 
 
 

On Earth as in Heaven – through the year with Tom Wright 
By Tom Wright, SPCK, $26.90 Booktopia 
 
Christians of all traditions have long regarded the writings of Tom 
Wright as a rich source of guidance for living faithfully in today's 
world. His bestselling books, including Simply Christian, Simply Jesus, 
and Surprised by Hope, have encouraged millions worldwide. 
Now, whether you are new to Wright’s books or already a fan, you can 
enjoy their wisdom each day with this thoughtful selection of 365 daily 
meditations that feature short passages from his classic works. 
The devotions begin on Easter Day, the first day of new creation, and 
then follow the seasons of the Christian year to end with a second 
Easter and the invitation to begin again.  
Reflecting on the biblical themes of beauty, power, spirituality, justice, 
truth, freedom and love, these daily meditations will invigorate and 
sustain you as you cultivate a Christ-like life ‘on earth as in heaven’. 
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Prayers for Wild Animals – their Habitats and the Environment 
By Deborah Lock, illustrated by Tina Macnaughton, Lion Candle Books, 
Blackwell’s $18 
 
This is a prayer book of blessings to help children celebrate the lives of 
wild animals and God’s love for them. The often-heart-warming prayers 
help express the joy children find in animals.  
 
From butterflies to bears, Africa to Australia and forests to oceans, the 
collection includes prayers for the conservation of the animals ’habitats 
and the care and protection for the environment.  
 
 
 

Comfort in Uncertain Times 
By Rachel Turner, BRF, £8.99 
 
This book helps you to help your children learn to manage change.  
 
Uncertainty and change can be hard, and even more so for a child. Feelings 
of confusion, powerlessness and insecurity may be overwhelming. 
Scripture is full of people just like our children, who had to cope with 
uncertainty and transition.  Yet they flourished as they saw God’s hand and 
presence within it all.  
 
Designed as a series of stories and discussions for families, this book lays a 
biblical foundation for who God is in uncertain times and how to stay 
connected to Him. 

 
 
 
When Christians Face Persecution – theological perspectives from the 
New Testament 
By Chee-Chiew Lee, IVP, $30.72 Blackwell’s 
 
What does the Bible say about persecution of Christians? 
 
The New Testament is filled with a range of experiences of Christian 
persecution – texts that it is crucial to engage with in order to fully 
appreciate the bewildering array of experience and strongly held 
viewpoints amongst believers today. 
 
Chee-Chiew Lee offers a thorough look at the biblical foundations, 
covering their responses to early Christian persecution, their evaluation 
of these responses, and how they encourage or persuade their recipients 
to persevere in their faith. 
 
Lee also brings these writings together to offer an integrated theology of facing persecution, reflecting 
on how the understanding of early Christian writers can be applied to the persecution of Christians 
today. 
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Looking Shame in the Eye – a path to understanding, grace and freedom 
By Simon Cozens, IVP, $21.57 Amazon AU 
 
What is shame and where does it come from? How can we break free from 
it, and help others also suffering?  

 
Shame, humiliation and stigma are all around us. Online shaming 
reminds us of the power of shame, the crisis of self-worth, the weight of 
judgement and the need for freedom. At the same time, people are 
becoming less responsive to gospel messages about guilt, morality and 
sin. If we want to reach those around us and bring healing to their hurts, 
we need to speak their language: the language of shame.  

 
This book helps you to introduce 'shame thinking' into your life, and 
helps you to discover how God's freedom can release anyone suffering 
from the debilitating grip of shame. 

 
 
 
Growing Young leaders: a practical guide to mentoring teens 
By Ruth Hassall, BRF, £7.99 
 
Here is some practical guidance for all those mentoring Christian 13- to 18-
year-olds, with a view to nurturing them towards leadership roles.  
 
Linked to CPAS Growing Leaders–Youth Edition course, it defines 
mentoring, analyses the necessary skills and attributes of a mentor today, 
encourages good practice, considers 
safeguarding and, above all, considers how to 
help young people identify their gifts and grow as Christian disciples. 
 
 
 

 
The Circle of Peace  
By Ken Lewis and Trevor Dennis, SPCK, £10.99 
 
The Church is very good at challenging people to love their neighbours, 
but it is not so strong on encouraging us to also love ourselves.  

 
Yet encountering the love of God sets us free to live as we were intended 
to live – loving ourselves and those around us. Through Bible passages, 
stories and exercises, the authors encourage us to throw off the sense of 
apprehension that bothers so many, and to enjoy living to the full in God’s 
exhilarating company. 

  



Humour 
His colleagues paid tribute to their 

friend, Boffo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gerald was despondent when only one 
person came to Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reputably it was the oldest in the country 

 

 
  



St James the Least of All  

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’…  

 

When the film makers come to church 

 

The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

It has all been excitement and activity here this last week, with a period drama being filmed using our 

church. It was remarkable how many people felt the need to drop in to church to collect magazines, 

check the reading rota or arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film stars en route. If 

only they were filming every week, then our brasses would be permanently gleaming, woodwork 

smothered in beeswax and the notice board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness. 

Our Ladies Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene. I saw little point in the 

wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with Victorian dresses, as the result was little 

different from normal. The only awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she 

could now remove her bustle. She told the girl she already had. 

The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church before they arrived, removing 

all those modern conveniences that would not have been there in the nineteenth century. I hadn’t the 

heart to tell him that nothing was any different from normal. 

Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his castle for filming, even 

though the producer explained with exemplary patience that they needed a nineteenth century setting, 

not one which looked as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades. His revenge, getting the farm 

staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields throughout filming, has apparently meant that film 

stars now have a clause in their contracts protecting them from rural life. The issue of whether the 

outbreak of salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the catering caravan being 

liberally coated is to be settled in the courts. 

When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and actors to the vicarage for 

sherry. When the producer left, I was delighted to be told he had just discovered the perfect home for 

filming his next project – which is about Elizabethan poverty. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 
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From The Hymn Book 
 
Jesus lover of my soul 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling 
 
Guide me, O thou great redeemer 
 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
 
O sacred head sore wounded 
 
Thy Kingdom come O Lord 
 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross  
 
O Christ the same 
 
One of the many benefits of children being brought to church services is that of their being exposed to 
aspects of Christian doctrine which the words of hymns embrace; words that may - and often do -  
become indelibly inscribed in the memory of the young. 
 
The above “first lines” are just a few of many hymns, whose very beginning, by their economy of 
words, have strongly underpinned the structure of many sermons. The sermons have been preached, 
and theologians have published their books, because so many such hymns have captured the reasons 
anyone decides to become a priest or a theologian in the first place. 
 
The contribution made to our faith by the hymns we sing is impossible to quantify. There are several 
pathways to faith: experience, revelation, scripture,  culture, reason and tradition. The last named is 
important to remember, viz. the tradition as recorded in  Matthew 26:30 when the Last Supper had 
ended: 
 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

~~~ 

The Australian poet, James Philip McCauley summed up the so-called “Substitutionary Theory of 
Atonement. McCauley’s Hymn (273) in The Australian Hymn Book in just two lines: 
 
It was our sins that nailed him there 
‘Forgive them Father’, is his prayer 
 
St. John’s first epistle confirms this. In 1 John  3:5 we read “You know that he came so that he might take 
away sin.”  Not to be – like all the other theories of Atonement, one of which was  a “Moral Exemplar” 
– though he surely was that.  
 
To deny that Jesus was our “substitute” for our sins is to deny the gospel. 
 

 



Crossword Solution: 

 

Sudoku Solution: 

Word Search Solution 
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