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From the Vicar 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
 
I wrote to you a year ago that we were in 
“extraordinary and difficult times”. In the 
intervening period of twelve months 
there have been the lows of multiple lock 
downs with attendant disruptions to people’s 
lives, COVID_19 deaths and the highs of vaccine 
breakthroughs, medical heroism and the “light 
at the end of the tunnel” presented by the 
Doherty Institute and others of 70-80% 
vaccination rates offering some return to normal 
for 2022. Church worshipping activity has been 
heavily disrupted and the time-honoured 
patterns of attendance have been dislocated. 
Online streaming of Church services has been a 
“God Send” for many and with intermittent 
gathering we have made the most of what we 
can. Around the Holy Trinity site much work 
has been done to our buildings and environs. 
The exterior and interior of our buildings, along 
with pleasant gardens, communicate a message 
of pride to the Kew community who 
increasingly are availing themselves of our 
unique site. What could be done, we have done 
under incredibly trying circumstances. I am 
personally grateful for the prayer and support I 
have received from many parishioners who 
could have easily been critical or complaining 
about this disruption and its effects but instead 
have shown generosity and thanks in many 
ways. A spirit of resilience, realism and graceful 
behaviour have been the hallmark of the Holy 
Trinity Parish community. For that I give thanks 
to God. My thoughts and prayers continue for 
our parishioners living on their own and all who 
are in nursing homes at this time, for their 
families and for those in isolation.  
 
Since 2016 Holy Trinity Kew has had to deal 
with major emotional, physical and financial 
disruptions/distractions owing to the Parish 
Centre development, through its planning, 
building and execution. In many ways we were 
sorely tested, and a burden which we all shared, 
but we persevered.  

However, those disruptions/distractions 
have been overshadowed by the last 
seventeen months. Since Mothering 
Sunday 2020 regular worship and 
gathering has been massively disrupted 
/affected owing to COVID _19.  
 

I suspect over the last seventeen months for most 
the pandemic experience has deepened their 
faith, but I think for some the opposite may be 
true. Certainly habitual attendance at Church 
has been totally disrupted and when things have 
returned to some sort of normal we have seen 
diminished attendances and involvement. We 
have also seen some larger attendances 
supported by members of the community 
around baptisms and at Christmas and Easter. 
However I think as a Church we have to be 
prepared for a long slow recovery of attendance 
and involvement around ordinary Sundays-
things just won’t snap back to the way there 
were immediately before COVID_19 which we 
have seen already. There has been a loss of 
confidence in our community to be involved 
communally from which we are not immune. 
This loss of confidence will affect all community 
groups including the Church. So how we react 
to this in 2022 and beyond will determine the 
future shape of the Parish. It will be very 
important not to lose our nerve in what we do or 
what we say. We must remember our task is to 
present the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
good times and bad times above and beyond all 
else. The temptation post COVID_19 will be to 
think things will resume immediately based on 
our expectations. The other temptation will be to 
desire and seek quick fixes to complex matters 
that do not require much of us with attendant 
inbuilt short to medium-term failure.  
 
One of the key issues for us as individuals is 
whether we are able to understand and interpret 
our very lives through the prism of faith, for it’s 
what distinguishes us from those who do good 
deeds in and of themselves, but do not reflect 
them as God given. I have come across in my life 
so many people who have good intentions and 



TRINITY TIMES |SPRING 2021 

 

3 

have done good things in the world but are 
unwilling or incapable of interpreting them 
through God’s good lens. Even within the 
Church more people than you would imagine 
who claim faith, are reticent or incapable of 
articulation of God regardless of intellect. I think 
in the end its our major weakness, for if we 
cannot explain the God in our lives and in all 
that we do- how on earth can we ever convince 
anyone else to come and join our Church in the 
first place?  
 
This pandemic reminds us that we can choose to 
co-operate and help each other, to share, to give, 
to help and to support each other through the 
eyes of faith. Indeed, it is difficulties like this that 
bring out the true colours of everyone for all to 
see.  
 
I look forward to the next chapter for Holy 
Trinity Kew as we come out of this pandemic 
and I hope and pray we may have learnt what is 
important through this experience and through 
our words and deeds give thanks to God who 
gives the harvest and no-one else.  
 
 

I hope you enjoy this current edition of the 
Trinity Times. Currently we are sending to 
parishioners a weekly pastoral letter and sermon 
from the Vicar. If you should like to receive this, 
please contact the Parish office and we will add 
you to our mailing list.  
 
I continue to thank those of you who have 
diverted your financial giving from the open 
plate to sending in cheques and handing over 
monies to the Parish Office and/or direct 
depositing your giving into the Parish Offertory 
Account. With many financial sources dried up 
may I continue to encourage financial support of 
the Parish through cheques, handing in money 
to the Parish Office and direct giving to the  
Holy Trinity Anglican Church Offertory 
Account 063142 10423425 Commonwealth Bank.  
 
 
With Every Blessing, 
 

  
Fr Robert Newton, Vicar, Holy Trinity Kew 

Words of thanks for Reverend Robert Newton  
delivered by Roderick LJ Lyle at Choral Eucharist, Holy Trinity Kew, 10am Sunday 1st August 2021 

Allow me please to go off script for a brief few moments before we have the first reading to give thanks 
and praise to our very own Vicar, Robert Newton. 

Robert – I am blessed on behalf of all of us here today and indeed the entire Holy Trinity community 
to say thank you. Thank you for all that you do and do so selflessly and tirelessly. 

Just a few short Sundays ago here in our Church all of your commitment and attributes were on display 
during the baptism of Harrison and Layla, those two rather magnificent gifts from God. 

I, and no doubt others, fully expected one (if not both) of those precious infants to scream the rafters 
down as they were handed from their adoring parents to this stranger, this silver haired man reeking 
of authority… but no, each of them stayed calm and safe in your arms… the loving arms of God’s loyal 
servant, Robert Newton. 

Right there during that special moment Robert, all of your best qualities were on full display: gravitas 
wrapped in empathy and humility, skill, commitment, service to others, and all spiced with a fetching 
touch of self-deprecation. 

So, Robert, on behalf of all of us, a heartfelt thank you for all that you do for us, it is acknowledged and 
deeply appreciated. 

Thank you. 
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Funeral Homily May 4th 2021 Beth Bailey OAM 16 April 1935 – 26 April 2021 

 

We gather here today to give thanks for the life 
of Beth Bailey. Beth was a faithful and loving 
parishioner of Holy Trinity Kew. We give 
thanks for her service to this church and the 
many friendships in Christ she made here and 
in particular her involvement in the governance 
of the parish and her caring concern for those 
who were in some kind of trouble or difficulty. 
There are always those special people in every 
church, whom I call the Saints-Beth was 
certainly one of those. Beth modelled our 
Saviours’ assurance to those weighed down or 
challenged: “Come to me, all you that are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” Beth was very much what I like 
to call a “resurrection person”.  
 
For close family, Jacqui, Stephen and Byron and 
the rest of Beth’s family and friends gathered 
here in sadness, that sadness is shot through 
with relief and a quiet gratitude for her faithful 
life. And we can say before God that we are 
thankful to have known Beth and we are 
thankful to God for revealing something of 
himself through her.  
 
In the Beatitudes, which were the basis on 
which Beth tried to live her life, the Lord Jesus 
tells us “How happy are those who mourn”. 
That is a very strange thing to say. Nobody else 
ever said anything like that. But then ‘never did 
any man speak as this man speaks’. Our 
mourning is not futile. It is not meaningless. It 
is not a wild cry of despair. Pain forms part of 
every human life. Our Saviour through his own 
suffering teaches us that pain is part of the 
redemptive process. Mary the Mother of God’s 
Son who stood by the cross of her beloved son, 
had brought this understanding. When the 
shadow of the cross falls on us we are in good 
company.  
 
We mourn for those whom we love. So our 
mourning is a sign of our love. We have been 

privileged to have what is most precious in 
human life. Our mourning signifies our 
privilege. Those who have never loved will 
never mourn. Their hearts will never be broken. 
How blessed are they who mourn. But we do 
not mourn as those who are without hope. Love 
is stronger than death. Love abides forever. 
When our Lord was preparing his disciples for 
the time when he would be taken away from 
them, he said that he was going to prepare a 
place for them. And if I go, he said, “I will come 
again and take you to myself, that where I am 
you will be also.”  
 
The world is a contradictory place. There is so 
much wonder in it, so much splendour in it, so 
much enjoyment and pleasure, on the one hand. 
On the other hand, one is bedevilled by the sight 
of poverty which destroys human lives; mental 
illness and disease which frustrates the 
happiness of thousands; hunger and want 
which afflict multitudes; the threat of war and 
disaster and constant violence which turns a 
garden of paradise into a valley of death. How 
can all this suffering, all this agony, all this 
darkness be reconciled with the God who 
claims he is a God of love, of mercy and of 
friendship?  
 
Beth knew that it is in the resurrection of Christ 
and his promise of resurrection for us that this 
dilemma can be resolved. The contradiction so 
eloquently enunciated in our reading from 
Ecclesiastes between sadness and joy, hunger 
and plenty, disease and wellbeing, decrepitude 
and wholeness, war and peace was resolved by 
Beth in the mystery of the resurrection.  
 
The world is caught up in an evolutionary 
process - from that great primeval bang which 
began it all, to the final moment when all is 
revealed and we can all see God face to face. 
This evolutionary process is not crowned by 
cybernetic, electronic or optical technology. Its 
final point and its completion is the 
transformation of death. It is when death gives 
way to life, eternal life, that the evolution of the 
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universe and of the individual human person is 
complete. When death is not the end but the 
beginning, then we can begin to see the face of 
God even behind the disasters which surround 
us.  
 
The hope of resurrection changes the equation. 
It turns recession and depletion into perfect 
health, bankruptcy into infinite riches. In this 
vision of human life, then, death is not the 
failure of therapy but the final healing. It is not 
a closed door but a threshold to a world where 
all tears are wiped away and our hearts are 

filled with unlimited joy. As the caterpillar dies 
the butterfly flies off into the sun. And that is 
my fervent prayer today is that the Lord has 
taken our friend Beth who has been taken from 
us to be at home with him, where death will be 
no more, no mourning, nor crying, nor any 
sorrow. And we follow Christ, the first born of 
many, into that place of unending peace. His 
promise is that when we get there, everything 
that we have suffered or borne in this life will 
appear as nothing.  
 
Fr Robert Newton

 

God in the Sciences 

Physicist and Priest: John Polkinghorne (1930-2021) 
 

At the age of 48 the Cambridge Professor John 

Polkinghorne decided he’d done his bit for 

physics and that it was time for a different sort 

of adventure. Resigning his academic position, 

he trained for ordination in the Church of 

England. In an interview 40 years later he said, 

“It’s one thing to go to church on Sundays but to give 

up a professorship and train for something else – that 

was a bit more than a gesture…I think a lot of people 

realised I was a religious person but they didn’t 

expect me to take it quite that seriously…People were 

saying to me, ‘Oh John what are you up to?’ They 

mostly weren’t thinking so much about my becoming 

a clergyman but just the fact that I was a Christian.” 

(From Test of Faith, Paternoster, 2009) 
 

John saw his work in science as a Christian 

vocation, and felt a responsibility to use his 

talents in that area. Once ordained he found 

himself thoroughly engaged in the conversation 

about science and religion. One of his main 

messages was that “I’m not a vegetarian butcher. 

There is a cousinly relationship between 

thinking about theology and thinking about 

science.” 

When asked for a Bible passage to appear at the 

end of his 2009 interview John chose Colossians 

1:15–20: ‘He is the 

image of the invisible 

God, the first-born over 

all creation. For by him 

all things were created: 

things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things were created by him and 

for him. He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. And he is the head of the 

body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

first-born from among the dead, so that in 

everything he might have the supremacy. For 

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 

him, and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven, by making peace through his blood, 

shed on the cross.’  

John’s explanation for his choice speaks volumes 

to anyone interested in the science-faith 

dialogue. “I value this passage because it speaks of 

the cosmic significance of Christ, the One in whom all 

things hold together and who redeems all things 

(notice, not just all people) by the blood of his cross. 

Here meet my deepest religious beliefs and my 

strongest scientific concerns.” 



 Science Corner 
 

Since the outbreak of the Covid 19 virus one 
remarkable observation is the widely differing 
recommendations of epidemiologists 
concerning the most effective means of dealing 
with the pandemic. As with theology, history, 
philosophy and other disciplines, get ten 
‘experts’ together and there will be ten different 
opinions and perhaps heated exchanges. 
 
The Center (sic-ish) for Disease Control in the 
U.S.A. describes the “5 W”s applicable to the 
science of Epidemiology: 
  

• What …the health event 

• Who…...the person(s) 

• Where...the location(s) 

• When….the time 

• Why……the causes, risk factors and 
modes of transmission 

 
The answers to these five questions - one might 
think - should present no great difficulty; 
obtaining mastery over an infectious disease 
however is another matter.  Despite the best 
intentions of all the scientists involved, together 
with today’s modern technology which was 
unavailable in previous centuries, Covid 19 has 
continued to inflict huge damage: sickness and 
death from the virus, delayed diagnosis and 
treatment of other diseases, economic ruin for 

many, incalculable educational harm, and for 
many, psychological and psychiatric illness.  
 
Bishop Tom Wright has provided an amusing 
example of how two wrong assumptions can 
lead to a correct outcome: “For example, if you 
say 2+2=5, and 4+4 =7, and someone asks you 
‘What is 2+2 and 4+4?’ you will say 12, and be 
correct, but for two wrong reasons. 
 
Might there have been some wrong assumptions 
along the way, so that we are still uncertain as to 
the best approach? Unlike the compensating 
errors in Bishop Wright’s example we still await 
reliable ‘answers’ to this modern plague. 
 
As Albert Einstein wrote: The scientific theorist is 
not to be envied. For Nature itself, or more precisely 
experiment, is an inexorable and not very friendly 
judge of his work. It never says ‘Yes’ to a theory. In 
the most favourable cases it says ‘maybe’, and in the 
great majority of cases simply ‘No’. If an experiment 
agrees with a theory it means for the latter, ‘maybe’, 
and if it does not agree it means ‘No’. Probably every 
theory one day will experience its ‘No’ – most theories 
soon after conception. 
 
One thing we can rely on – polio, smallpox, 
whooping cough, tetanus and hosts of other 
threats have been all but eliminated thanks to 
the efforts of immunologists and their vaccines. 

 
 

The gift of life. 
Emeritus Professor Napier (Nip) Thomson 

 
In 1965, when a 5th year medical student at the 
Queen Elisabeth Hospital (QEH) in Adelaide I 
became aware of an historical event occurring at 
the hospital. It was the performance of 
Australia’s first successful renal transplant. 
There had been 2 other renal transplants in 
Melbourne the year before but unfortunately the 
transplants only survived a short period of time. 
The recipient was Peter Tirimarco, a young man 
with a wife and young children, who had 
developed what we call end-stage renal failure 
and was facing a likely early death or an 

uncertain future on dialysis even if he could 
access dialysis. Availability of dialysis was very 
limited as well as being very demanding on 
patients and usually only patients less than 40 
years of age were considered for such treatment. 
 
Peter’s donor was his father in law aged in his 
50’s, so there was no tissue matching, the only 
requisite being a compatible blood group. His 
renal physician was James (Jim) Lawrence the 
director of the fledging renal service at the QEH. 
Jim had trained in the USA and Scotland and 



TRINITY TIMES |SPRING 2021 

 

7 

had returned to Adelaide in 1963 to start the first 
renal service in South Australia. The lead 
surgeon was Peter Knight who had come from 
Canada to Adelaide with the objective of 
establishing a renal transplant service. The first 
successful renal transplants in the world had 
been done in USA and France only 5-6 years 
earlier. 
 
The transplant was successful right from the 
start, with urine flowing as soon as the surgery 
had been completed and rejection was 
controlled by  2 drugs (steroids and 
azathioprine) which were the mainstay in those 
early days of transplantation. Peter’s transplant 
worked for several years and I had the privilege 
of being part of the medical team looking after 
him when a resident (and later registrar) in the 
renal service in 1968. The transplant eventually 
failed after about 7 years during which time 
Peter was a functioning member of the 
community, a father and breadwinner. His 
father in law recovered rapidly after his 
donation and I last me him in Adelaide when he 
was 86 years old (and very well) at the 
celebration of the 30th anniversary of Peter’s 
transplant in 1995.  
 
One of the most impressive patient whom I 
looked after in those early years, was Charles 
Perkins the aboriginal activist. Charles was a 
leader of the Freedom Ride of 1965, when a 
group of students from the University of Sydney 
drew national and international attention to the 
appalling living conditions of Aboriginal people 
and the racism that was rife in NSW country 
towns, by undertaking a 12 days bus tour 
through NSW. Charles had developed renal 
failure in the early 1970’s and came to Adelaide 
from Sydney specifically to join our transplant 
waiting list. He was transplanted in 1971 and the 
transplant was still working when he died in 
2000. Charles impressed me, not just by his 
humanity and tireless work to further the cause 
of our indigenous population but also by his 
constant questioning about his medical care at a 
time when patients often just unquestionably 
trusted the doctor.     
 

There is no doubt in my mind that my exposure 
to the historical event at the QEH in 1965, was a 
major stimulus to my decision to become a renal 
and transplant physician and I began my 
training at the QEH looking after such 
impressive patients as Charles Perkin. The 
QEH’s renal transplant program had become 
recognised as one of Australia’s eminent 
transplant programs with physicians and 
surgeon from SE Asia keen to come and work in 
the unit to gather experience in transplantation.  
 
Perhaps the most emotionally difficult role I had 
to play whilst training, was to obtain permission 
from the families of people, who had suffered 
irreversible brain injuries and were about to die, 
for their loved ones to become an organ donor 
after death. More often than not these 
discussions would take place in a hospital side 
room in the middle of the night, with a family 
torn by grief and overcome by the sudden 
realisation of their loved one’s impending death, 
usually following road trauma. I have always 
marvelled at the fact that most families gave 
permission for organ donation despite their 
terrible grief. The families recognised that out of 
tragedy, someone else (usually 2 people) had the 
opportunity to receive a life giving renal 
transplant and that some good would come out 
of their loved one’s death. In those days people 
did not consider that someday they may become 
a potential organ donor .There were no 
opportunities to register your intention to 
become an organ donor in the event of your 
death. Now we have with the National Organ 
and Tissue Donation Registry and previously by 
registering our intension through our driver’s 
licence.    
 
In 1972 our family moved to Paris where I had a 
scholarship to work at the Hospital Necker 
under the supervision of Professor Jean 
Hamburger (yes correct spelling but 
pronounced “omberjay”) .He was the father of 
renal medicine in France and in charge of the 
first renal transplant in the country performed in 
1959, a young boy receiving his kidney from his 
father, a postman. My time in Paris (2072-73) 
was largely spent undertaking research into how 
organ transplants are rejected by the body, an 
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issue still confronting organ and tissue 
transplantation even today although the drugs 
used today, to prevent or minimise rejection, are 
much more effective. 
 
From 1973 till 1976 I worked in renal research at 
the Hammersmith hospital in London. The UK 
had unfortunately, in the late 1960’s decided to 
largely treat irreversible renal failure with long 
term dialysis rather than renal transplantation. 
However in the early 1970’s, 3 very significant 
and successful renal transplant services, led by 
inspirational surgeons, were established in 
Cambridge (Professor Sir Roy Carne), 
Edinburgh (Professor Sir Michael Woodroofe) 
and Oxford ( Professor Peter Morris, a 
Melbourne trained surgeon, who, with 
colleagues established the renal transplant 
service at the Royal Melbourne Hospital in the 
late 1960’s) . In 1982 I spent a 6 month sabbatical 
with Peter Morris extending my research 
experience in transplantation immunobiology. 
 
Since returning to Australia in 1976 to work in 
Melbourne I have been privileged to be part of 
the Australian renal transplantation program, 
whose success is widely recognised 
internationally. Success rates have very 
significantly and progressively improved over 
the last 40-50 years thanks to more effective and 
better tolerated drugs used to prevent/suppress 
rejection. Renal transplants now survive on 
average for 10 years and some patients have 
received more than 2 transplant over their life 
span. The longest surviving renal transplant in 
Australia is just over 50 years. However the 
major impediment to greater success has been 
the availability of kidneys for transplantation. 
The number of patients in Australia with renal 
failure, awaiting a kidney and dependant on 
dialysis to keep them alive, is over 10,000 with 
an average waiting time being 3 years. Three 
very important interventions have however 
made more renal transplants possible. 
1. In 1978 the Australian Law Reform 

Commission inquiry led by Mr Russell 
Scott and Mr Michael Kirby (later to 
become a High Court justice) 
recommended the introduction of “Brain 
Death” as a legal definition of death. No 

longer was cessation of heart beat the only 
definition of death. 

2. Greater use of living donors for renal 
transplantation, given each of us have 2 
kidneys. About 20% of kidney transplants 
in Australia are from living donors, usually 
a parent, sibling or “spouse” but 
occasionally from an unrelated person.  

3. Active awareness programs about organ 
and tissue donation after death. With the 
establishment of the National Organs and 
Tissue Donation Authority 10 years ago 
there has been an almost doubling of 
donation of kidneys (and other organs) 
from deceased people. Australia now has a 
national register of people who have given 
permission for their organs to be used for 
transplantation after their death. This 
register is crucial to reducing the terrible 
trauma on family members of people who 
have suddenly developed brain death 
having been admitted to hospital after a 
catastrophic brain injury or stroke. The 
family is aware of their loved one’s wishes 
about organ donation in the event of their 
death. 

 
More than 70% of Australians are happy for 
their organs to be used for transplantation in 
the event of their unexpected and untimely 
death. This enormous altruism never fails to 
impress me and speaks to the great 
generosity of our fellow Australians. 
Although some in our society have cultural 
concerns about organ all major religions are 
supportive.    
Transplantation is no longer restricted to 
kidneys, following the introduction of heart, 
liver, and pancreas transplantation in the 
1980s. Moreover tissues such as bone 
marrow have resulted in excellent survival 
from severe blood disorders such as 
leukaemia and corneal transplants have 
given back sight to so many people. Ideally 
we would like to prevent diseases which 
cause organ failure and there have been 
major advances in prevention and treatment, 
but until then, transplantation of organs and 
tissue continue to give life to thousands of 
Australian each year. 



Queen’s Platinum Jubilee –  
a celebration of faith & service – 

save the date! 
 
A four-day Bank Holiday from 2nd to 5th June 
2022 will mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
This is being called “an amazing opportunity” 
to bring our communities together for the 
celebrations, which end on Whitsunday/ 
Pentecost. 
 
HOPE Together, the Church of England, the 
Methodist Church, Biblica and other key 
partners are currently planning for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, with a specially 
commissioned souvenir book to give away; a 
new anthem for communities and churches to 
sing; a ’70 Acts of Service’ community challenge 
to adapt to use together with churches and 
other organisations, and lots of resources for 
children and schools. 
 
Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s executive director 
said, “Churches are in an ideal place to bring 
communities together for national celebrations. 
We have the tables, chairs, crockery and PA 
systems – and we love making cakes!  
 
“It is so appropriate that the nation and 
Commonwealth should be celebrating the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on the same weekend 
as Pentecost, the day when the church 
celebrates the gift of God’s Holy Spirit.” 

 
The anointing of God’s Holy Spirit was central 
to the Coronation and, in preparation for the 
day, The Queen prayed: ‘Come, Holy Spirit, and 
daily increase in all of us, and in me, thy humble 
servant, thy manifold gifts of grace; the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding; the spirit of 
counsel and strength; the spirit of knowledge 
and true godliness, and fill us, O Lord, with the 
Spirit of thy holy fear, now and forever. Amen.’ 
Find out more at hopetogether.org.uk/jubilee  

 

Iran set to intensify Christian persecution 
Church Times, July 16th 2021  

 

The persecution of 
Christians is set to 
intensify in Iran, 
following the 
election of hard-
liner Ebrahim 
Raisi as the Islamic 
Republic’s new 
president.   
 
That is the 
warning from 

Release International, which is also urging 
Iran’s new president to allow full religious 
freedom and release all prisoners of faith. 
   
“This victory for the hardliners will mean 
hardship for the Church,” warns Release 
International CEO Paul Robinson. “They are 
likely to intensify their crackdown against 
Christians who are often regarded as enemies of 
the state. Already many Christian leaders have 
been forced to leave the country. That exodus is 
likely to continue.” Ebrahim Raisi  
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Voters boycotted the election in record 
numbers. Only 48.8 per cent turned out to 
choose their country’s next president. This was 
widely seen as a snub for a system that 
prevented most candidates calling for reform 
from standing.  
  
As former head of the judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi 
was responsible for the continuing 
imprisonment of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, the 
British-Iranian charity worker accused of 
spying.  Analysts say Raisi is the favoured 
successor to Iran's ageing supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
  
82-year-old Khamenei's stated objective is to 
‘purify the revolution’. His broader aim is said 

to be the establishment of an Islamic civilisation, 
which would inspire and rally the Muslim 
world.  
 
“Time and again we see persecution increase 
wherever Islamist radicals strengthen their grip 
on power,” says Release CEO Paul Robinson. 
“In Iran, Pakistan, and in Nigerian states that 
have adopted Sharia (Islamic law), persecution 
has been the inevitable consequence of 
uncompromising Islamist theocratic rule.” 
  
Under Islam, politics and religion are 
inseparable. And as Iran has become 
progressively more hard-line in its approach, 
the Church has been swept up in the crackdown 
against political opponents.

 

 From the Director of Music 
Stephen Kerr 

You have no doubt noticed that the choir has 
moved back to its original home in the Chancel  
at Holy Trinity.  
 
According to the National Churches Trust (UK), 
“Chancel derives from the Latin 'cancelli', 
meaning grating or lattice. 
 
The term is used to describe a presbytery which 
is separated from the nave by a rood screen. 
 
From 1215, it was considered necessary to 
enclose the chancel by a screen - 'to preserve the 
mystery of the Eucharist' and to separate the 
holy part of the church from the sometimes 
rowdy secular activities of the nave.”   
 
While contemporary churches rarely have a 
screen separating the rowdy masses, the 
tradition of placing the choir in this part of the 
church continues for several practical and 
liturgical reasons.  
 
The choir is employed to enhance the delivery 
of the liturgy, and as such, is appropriately 
situated close to the clergy. Rather than a 
sideshow, its involvement is integral to the 

delivery of, reflection upon and celebration  
around the themes of the church’s year.  
 
The choir sound is also allowed to form as a 
whole before being sent down the church as a 
unified offering. So far, with limited 
opportunity to sing, the choir has found this 
new position greatly enhances their ability to 
hear  each other and sing with confidence. As 
we grow more comfortable in the space, I hope 
the benefits will be apparent. I have also 
received many comments that the organ now 
sounds much richer without the obstruction of 
pews beneath it. I  hope to see you in person 
sooner rather than later and with a choir in full 
voice in their natural home!



 
POET’S CORNER 

 

LIGHT IN THE DARK 
 
The sun today may sparkle - 

the skies shine blue with light 
but for many in our world of pain - 

the day has dimmed to night. 
 
Buds and flowers may glisten 

and the fields and trees glow bright 
but some today may surely find 

that life is dearth and blight. 
 
Hearts and minds rejoicing, 

some live life’s full delight 
while others may experience grief - 

dark suffering is their plight. 
 
‘Oh Saviour, Friend, Redeemer, 

how can this wrong be right?’ 
 
‘My darling child, my dear one - 

who can defeat the night? 
Though all around is darkness 

I am your inner light. 
 
‘Who is the one true Conqueror, 

the Victor in the fight? 
Mine is the arm that strengthens - 

mine is the only might. 
 
‘For I came from God the Father 

the One to bring the light. 
Not to save those in brightness 

but those who walk in night.’ 
 
Deirdre Baker 
8 June 98

 

 

  

Quiet Time 
 
God is fine for  
people who need a crutch.'  
say those who have never  
known His touch.  
But I can tell them –  
perhaps you can too –  
that what God mends  
becomes brand-new.  
No need to limp  
or be propped up  
when Light and Life  
have filled our cup.  
Christ came to throw  
earth's crutches away,  
and what He heals  
is whole to stay.  
Where God's grace  
remains longest is  
where we'll be strongest. 



TRINITY TIMES |SPRING 2021 

 

12 

GOD in the Arts       
 

The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera.  It now hangs 

in the Museo del Prado, Madrid, Spain. 

 

‘The Lord is in this place’ 

In the 3rd century a Chinese philosopher, Chang 
Tsu, had a very vivid dream. He dreamed he 
was a butterfly, happily flying here and there. 
When he awoke, he thought to himself, ‘Did 
Chang Tsu dream that he was a butterfly, or did 
the butterfly dream that it was Chang Tsu?’ 
Dreams are often like that: crucial experiences 
which cause us to ponder and wonder about 
their meaning. The prophet Joel suggested that 
it was old men who dream dreams, while young 
people see visions. But 
dreams invade and colour 
our sleeping hours, 
whatever age we are. 
 
In the Bible dreams are vital 
events. Think of Joseph in 
the Old Testament 
dreaming of his superiority 
among his brothers, the 
dreams of the cup bearer 
and baker at Pharoah’s 
court, Daniel interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dreams, and Joseph’s dreams in the Gospels 
that were so crucial for the safety of the Holy 
Family. This month in our paintings we focus 
on ‘Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera. 
 
Jusepe de Ribera was a Spanish artist, whose 
most productive years were spent in Naples, 
where he died in 1652. This painting from 1639 
is based on Genesis 28.  After depriving his 
brother Esau of his birthright, Jacob is sent to 
Laban. At Bethel he rested and in his sleep 
received the vision of God’s angels on the 
ladder to heaven with God’s reassuring words 
of promise and blessing. When he awoke, Jacob 
set up an altar at Bethel, which he declared was 
the house of God and the gate of heaven. 
 
To baroque artists, this scene in Genesis was 
seen as a prefiguration of the coming of Jesus, 

and in John’s Gospel Jesus Himself told 
Nathanael that he would see the angels 
ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man. For Ribera the subject of Jacob’s dream is 
treated with great tenderness as Jacob sleeps 
beneath the luminous expanse of sky, which 
occupies a major part of the canvas. Not for him 
the depiction of winged messengers; no, the 
light of heaven falls down upon the sleeping 
figure, casting shadows on the ground. The 
angels, ethereal and insubstantial, are contained 

in the glory of light.  The 
tree at the other side looks 
like a fallen cross, and Jacob 
almost like a sleeping 
disciple in Gethsemane. But 
here, he is in deep repose as 
his face is lit up with the 
golden glow of the 
heavenly messengers.  
 
For Jacob, the dream is the 
golden assurance of God’s 
blessing. As his saga 

continues in Genesis, he marries Laban’s 
daughters, wrestles with the divine stranger, is 
given the name Israel, and his 12 sons become 
the ancestors of the 12 tribes of God’s people. 
So, the blessing of the dream is worked out in 
his life and the life of Israel. 
 
Dreams can come to give visions of the way life 
should be. Like Jacob, or perhaps like Martin 
Luther King and his prophetic words in 1963. In 
this month of August many of us will go on 
holiday to enjoy rest and recreation. As we end 
the days with sleep, we pray that like the 
Psalmist we will lie down in perfect peace and 
safety and know the refreshment Jacob found at 
Bethel: a repose which will restore our souls and 
bodies to bring life and vision wherever we may 
be. 



Corona Virus after eighteen months 

Robert Athey M.B.B.S.,M.P.M., FRANZCP 

 

Corona Virus and the problems caused by it has 

been around in Australia since March 2020. 

Corona virus has been established as the cause 

of a severe and often fatal illness, known as 

Covid 19. Covid 19 is a highly contagious illness 

characterised by elevated temperature, 

weakness, and pneumonia. The intensity of the 

symptoms varies but can be severe. Some people 

can be infected by the virus with no symptoms 

at all, but the virus can be passed on from these 

people to others. Such transmission may lead to 

fatal results. Initially it appeared children had 

significant resistance to Covid 19 but were still 

able to pass the infection on to others with severe 

illness resulting. More recently the virus has 

developed a new strain, Covid 19D, or Covid 

delta. This virus is much more contagious and 

can cause severe illness in children as well as 

adults and has a higher level of fatality than the 

original virus.  

The Corvid 19 virus was a completely new virus, 

although the Corona virus family have been 

known for many years and had not caused 

serious illness. The new virus was probably a 

result of natural mutation, so we knew nothing 

about it and suddenly a severe illness appeared 

in China in late 2019. Although the virus caused 

a significant number of fatalities, there was not a 

great deal of interest outside of China until 2020. 

 My introduction to Covid 19 was quite 

dramatic. I had accepted a short locum in 

psychiatry (a short-term relieving position) in 

Tasmania, based at Burnie. On the way there my 

wife and I stopped at the little town of Sheffield; 

where a delightful steam carnival with lots of 

steam driven tractors, trains and other 

equipment was being held. Little did I realise 

that this would be my last fun filled day, 

possibly for ever. No thought of illness, no face 

masks, no social distancing. It was a crowded 

fun filled day, to be remembered. 

I did not realise that Covid19 was going to be a 

problem until, two days before my departure 

from Tasmania it was announced that the state 

border was closing, we were booked to depart 

from Tasmania the day before the barrier went 

up. After arriving home, we heard about the 

outbreak of Covid 19 in Burnie where I had been 

working. We were tested and cleared, neither 

my wife nor I were affected. 

 My wife and I have now had the full course of 

vaccine. As a result, I became interested in the 

effects of Covid 19 and of pandemics in general.  

If one looks at the history of major pandemics, 

there have been recurrent plagues and 

pestilence, caused by a variety of agents. The 

best known are the of these had been the 

Bubonic Plague and Smallpox. It took a very 

long time to connect the plague with rats, even 

longer to develop adequate treatment. We have 

not eliminated the plague, just learned to avoid 

rats and isolate victims to prevent spread.  

Smallpox is a particularly interesting topic. In 

the 1790’s in England a country doctor, Edward 

Jenner who made an astute observation that 

milk-maids almost never became stricken with 

Smallpox. However, they almost universally 

developed the much milder illness cowpox. 

Townspeople and workers not associated with 

cattle still had severe problems with smallpox. 

He tried giving cowpox to people who were at 

risk of smallpox with amazing results. They 

became resistant to smallpox. 

This led to the basic principles of treating a 

pandemic which are still in use today. There are 

basically two steps.  

1) Isolate people who have contracted the 

disease, currently Covidn19. 

2) Find some way to increase resistance in 

the population. 

With Covid 19 these are still the basic principles 

of controlling the illness. Keep people apart to 

reduce and hopefully eliminate spread. This is 

known as Lock-Down, social distancing and 

various other names, and try to increase 

immunity in the population. At first this seemed 



TRINITY TIMES |SPRING 2021 

 

14 

a daunting task, but after eighteen months of 

intense study has led to the development of 

effective vaccines has become a reality. 

 

Now there has been time to study the virus, and 

to develop treatment techniques including the 

development of vaccines which appear to be 

both effective and safe. Rarely, the Astra-Zeneca 

vaccine has been associated with problems of 

blood clotting, but this appears to occur in only 

one in five hundred thousand people thus any 

major problems are extremely rare. The side 

effects of the vaccine are otherwise less serious 

by far compared with the illness itself, and in my 

opinion the risk is well worth taking. Other 

vaccines do not appear to have the blood clotting 

problem but may be mildly less effective in 

preventing the Covid 19. 

 

The development of the vaccine is in my opinion 

a triumph of science. Considering the time it 

takes to develop a new vaccine for any illness, 

the vaccines for the Corona Virus have been the 

fastest new vaccine in history. Vaccines have 

been around for over two hundred years starting 

with the discovery of cowpox preventing the 

development of smallpox. 

Separating people at risk apart has been difficult 

as it cuts across normal behaviour. Human 

beings are a group animal. We enjoy company 

close activities and tolerate crowds remarkably 

well. We could put 1000 people onto a suburban 

train and untoward behaviour was very rare. 

Sporting activities like football involve a great 

deal of physical contact, this behaviour helps the 

viruses to spread.  

Even wearing facemasks, which can 

significantly reduce viral spread significantly. I 

remember and old saying from my university 

days “Its no use keeping away from others, the 

viruses can jump six feet! (Slightly modified 

from the original) 

The disruption of normal behaviour can cause 

feelings of resentment, or depression. This 

explains the angry crowds rioting, also feelings 

of isolation and despair. After all, one of the 

oldest forms of punishment was to expel them 

from the tribe. (Likewise transport the perceived 

wrongdoers to Botany Bay). 

So what of the future? 

I am not a reliable prophet, based on my footy 

tipping results. If vaccination could be either 

universal, or those who refuse vaccination be 

isolated, we could overcome this virus. But there 

will be more pandemics in the future. 

On the other hand, the human race has 

overcome many pandemics before and why 

should Covid19 be any different this time. We 

have our social separation and our vaccines. The 

last major pandemic to affect Australia was in 

1919, just over 100 years ago. We isolated the 

victims of a very lethal influenza and kept other 

people apart as far as possible. There were no 

useful vaccines or other effective treatments 

then. We now have our vaccines and greater 

knowledge, how can we not win? 

 

Managing Pandemics 
 
The approach to the medical management side 
of viral pandemics requires three basic 
principles: isolate and treat the patients; 
quarantine the contacts; obtain and employ a 
vaccine if possible. 
That said, it is imperative that other life 
threatening illnesses are not overlooked. 
During the Covid 19 pandemic, the usual level 
of routine check-ups, for glaucoma, bowel 

cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure etc. are 
much lower than in pre-pandemic times. Many 
important early diagnoses will have been 
missed by the lock-downs. 
 
For example, vague symptoms such as minor 
discomfort may now be ignored; these could 
have “rung bells” to the physician that, despite 
their vagueness, they may be the forerunners of 



TRINITY TIMES |SPRING 2021 

 

15 

serious illness; intermittent “pins and needles” 
over a small area may be the earliest indication 
of Multiple Sclerosis. 
 
Telemedicine whilst helpful to some extent falls 
far short of a face-to-face consultation. 
 
So much for making the contagion the only 
enemy. A nation’s economy must never be 
regarded as a secondary-order priority; under 
lockdowns, businesses close, jobs are lost, food 
supply chains are diminished, and mental and 
other sicknesses rise much more quickly than 
before.  
 
If the economy is lost, everything else is lost. 
 

Some examples include the following:  
 

• Severe disruption of education across 
primary, secondary and tertiary levels, 
critically so in the 5 to 10 year age group 
where damage done now may prove to be 
irreversible. 

• Increased levels of anxiety and depression. 

• Increased drug and alcohol abuse. 

• Increased family violence. 

• Places of worship unable to provide the 
spiritual needs of their members. 

 
Our English word “human” is derived from the 
Latin humus, which means earth. The American 
writer David Marcus writes thus: 
In an etymological sense, to be human is to bury the 
dead – not simply to move on as animals do - but to 
linger, remember, and celebrate the continuity of our 
species. 
 
To allow only a tiny number of people the 
opportunity of celebrating the life of a deceased 
family member is to deny their basic humanity. 
 
Heath officials and politicians need to give 
equal status to the economy and health need of 
the nation.  
If they do not, then would the last to leave 
please turn off the lights? 
 

RJK
 

Victorian Government and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The present Victorian Government has pledged 
– if re-elected – to remove the Lord’s Prayer from 
its function at the opening of parliamentary 
sessions. The proposal is fraught with perhaps 
unintended (?) consequences. A cynic once said 
that Guy Fawkes was the only person ever to go 
into parliament with honest intentions. A cynic 
today might feel Government’s real target is not 
so much as to appease non-Christians, but 
further to displace the Church from the Public 
Square. 
 
More important than Fawkes’s attempted act of 
arson however, is that the opening prayer is the 
one, short, quiet time parliament gets anywhere 
near appropriate standards of decorum and 
decency. With the conclusion of the prayer we 
hear raised voices, harsh words and venom, all 
unworthy of the voters who look for dignity in 
the conduct of our Parliament. 
 

The Lord’s prayer is inclusive, not judgemental, 
and relevant to the needs of all people, all faiths, 
to agnostics and even to atheists. It speaks of 
freedom from hunger and evil, but as former 
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams has 
written, “it requires that we change our lives, 
that we become different sorts of people.” 
 
Oliver (Lord) Sacks, former Chief Rabbi of the 
Commonwealth once said: “Public religion 
provides an antidote to the Hobbesian view that 
life is about individual interests, which can and 
often does lead to a life that is solitary, poor, 
nasty, brutish and short, and that life without 
religion in public life becomes “what’s in it for 
me.”  
 
Parliamentarians, like everyone else, benefit 
from quiet time: to reflect on the universal desire 
for good which the words of the prayer address. 
Too many in our world are hungry – materially 
and spiritually; there is a world-wide shortage of 
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forgiveness, and the reality of evil cannot be 
disputed. These issues demand respectful 
collaborative endeavour, not the combative 
atmosphere of personal disrespect.   
 
After all, these challenges are what we elect our 
leaders to tackle. 
 
After King Claudius connived the banishment of 
Hamlet, he uttered the words 

 
“My words fly up, but my thoughts remain below. 
Words without thoughts never to   heaven go.” 
 
The Lord’s prayer is the means par excellence for 
a peaceful constructive approach to making our 
laws; it trumps any other would-be manifesto. 
 
RJK 

 

Editorial 
  

A virus, an earthquake and a deluge here and there 
A murder, a drowning, or a grief too much to bare.  
 

Sounds much like “And you shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars… and famines…and nation will rise 
against nation…and famines…and earthquakes in 
diverse places.”( Matthew 24) 
 

One thing we can rely upon is that the daily 
news will provide catastrophic depiction, even 
of the most trivial setback an adult might 
experience. The courage, for example, of 
Londoners during the Blitz is in sharp contrast 
to the frequent TV warnings that “the following 
may include matter which some viewers may 
find confronting.” (The ‘following’ might be that 
a snake was seen on the Hume Highway.) Big 
deal. 
 

Such “protectionism” recalls in contrast the 
story of a man who described the following: 
“My sister at the age of 22 years was parachuted into 
Occupied France many times in WW2. These days a 
young fellow will be offered counselling if he sees a 
dead rat.” 
 

 Grow up, in other words. 
 

The lessons to learn all over again is that pain 
and suffering are part of the human condition in 
a fallen world. Scripture attests to that 
throughout the Old and New testaments; Jesus 
himself referred to the 18 people killed when the 
Tower of Siloam collapsed, making it clear that 
their deaths were not because of a lack of faith. 
 

When people query the problem of evils such as 
pandemics, one can also ask “what about the 

problem of Good?” Those who deny an all-
powerful God on the grounds that there is pain 
and suffering, are not only denying God: they 
are implying they can tell the difference between 
things are good and those which are bad.  
 

The question to them on such a world view is, 
“Who told you how to pick the difference 
between Good and Evil; where did you get your 
benchmark?”  
 

We’ve heard that before, in Genesis chapter 
three, when God asked “Who told you that you 
were naked?” Adam was no primitive hominid, 
and maybe not the first homo sapiens, but, as John 
Stott suggests, the first homo divinus, with 
rational, moral, social and spiritual faculties 
which make him more like God the Creator 
 

At least Adam and Eve knew they had got things 
wrong in making God a second-order priority. 
They had ignored that still, small voice, the sense 
of right and wrong. 
 

Speaking of second-order priorities, the 
Christian God does not desire poverty. On the 
contrary, Jesus’s words in Matthew 25:34-36 
makes it crystal clear: those  who ignore the 
plight of the poor and the sick do so at their peril. 
The King will say “Depart from me…” 
 
Which brings us back to viruses. In managing 
contagious disease it is imperative that 
protecting the economy is regarded as equally 
important. Otherwise there will be many more 
poor, unemployed, and sick and dying needing 
care. 



Smile Lines 
 
Baby 
A three-year-old walked over to a pregnant 
woman on the beach.  "Why is your stomach so 
big?" he wondered out loud. 
 
"I'm having a baby," the woman replied, 
amused.    
 
The little boy, with a puzzled look, ventured: "Is 
it a good baby?"  
 
The woman smiled. "Oh, yes. It's a real good 
baby." 
 
With even more surprise the toddler asked: 
"Then why did you eat him?" 
 
Middle 
The middle class consists of people who are not 
poor enough to accept charity and not rich 
enough to donate anything. 
 
Hobby 
It seems that those who have hobbies rarely go 
crazy.  But what about those of us who have to 
live with those who have hobbies? 
 
Children's Kitchen Terms  
BOIL: The point a parent reaches upon hearing 
"Yuck" before a food is even tasted.  
CASSEROLE: Combination of favourite foods 
that go uneaten because they are mixed 
together.  
DESSERT: The reason for eating a meal.  
EVAPORATE: Magic trick performed by 
children when it comes time to clear the table. 
FRUIT:  Something that is never to be confused 
with dessert.  
REFRIGERATOR: A very expensive and 
inefficient room air conditioner when not being 
used as an art gallery.  
TABLE LEG: Percussion instrument.  
 
 
 

Good camping advice 
Going camping this month?  Take along a tuba 
or a drum and carefully place it beside your 
tent.  It will keep the spaces on either side of 
your tent well and truly vacant. 
 
Before – and after 
Conscience is what hurts when everything else 
feels so good.  
 
Stupidity got us into this mess - why can't it get 
us out?  
 
How old 
A young child asked a woman how old she was. 
She answered, "39 and holding." 
The child thought for a moment, then 
wondered, "And how old would you be if you 
let go?" 
 
Bread 
Bread is a lot like the sun. It rises in the yeast 
and sets in the waist. 
 
Who first 
While flying home, my mother was sitting 
across the aisle from a woman and her eight-
year-old son. Mum couldn't help laughing as 
they neared their destination and she heard the 
mother say to the boy, "Now remember - run to 
Dad first, then the dog." 
 
Laugh 
This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her 
cat and you could tell she thought the cat 
understood every word. I came back home and 
told my dog. We got a big laugh out of that. 
 
Talk 
Did you hear about the self-help group for 
compulsive talkers? It's called On & On Anon. 
 
Hard 
One of the hardest decisions in life is when to 
start middle age. 
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CROSSWORD

Across 
1   Of Moses (6) 
4   ‘You have been weighed on the — and found 
wanting’ 
    (Daniel 5:27) (6) 
7   Where Jesus performed the first of his miraculous 
signs (John 2:11)  (4) 
8   Roman emperor who ordered all the Jews to leave 
Rome (Acts 18:2)  (8) 
9   Member of a conservative Jewish party in the 
Sanhedrin which believed there was no resurrection  
    (Acts 23:8) (8) 
13  South London Mission (1,1,1) 
16  Sure of one’s own ability (2 Corinthians 11:17) (4-9) 
17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away — , 
because he had great wealth’ (Mark 10:22) (3) 
19  Airs used (anag.) (8) 
24  ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be in want’ (Psalm 
23:1) (8) 
25  ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-hearted’ 
(Isaiah 61:1) (4) 
26  At or towards the rear of a ship (6) 
27  Cross-carrying evangelist and world traveller, — 
Blessitt (6) 
 
Down 
1  Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4) 

2  Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song of Songs 
7:1) (9) 
3  Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union 
(1,1,1,1,1) 
4  ‘Father, give me my — of your estate’ (Luke 15:12) 
(5) 
5  Assistant (4) 
6  On a par (John 5:18) (5) 
10 Credo (anag.) (5) 
11 Beaten with a rod (5) 
12 The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who deferred 
making his contribution because of his junior status 
   (Job 32:6) (5) 
13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was described by 
Ezra as ‘a capable man’ (Ezra 8:18) (9) 
14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where — and rust destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4) 
15 Employs (4) 
18 Associated with penitence for sins, along with 
sackcloth (Matthew 11:21) (5) 
20 Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1) 
21 Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pioneer 
William Carey devoted his life (5) 
22 Recess at east end of a church (4) 
23 One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicles 8:15) (4) 

 
Solutions at back 



Kid’s Corner

  



 

Book Reviews 
 

 
Planet Protectors – 52 Ways to Look after God’s World 
By Paul Kerensa and Ruth Valerio, SPCK, Blackwells. 
 
This is a good book for winter reading.  It is a fun, fact-filled book for 7-to-9-
year-olds that offers 52 ‘empowering’ ways to become Planet Protectors that 
look after God’s world.    
 
The book is a blend of interesting facts, Christian theology and practical tips 
on how to help the environment by living sustainably. The ideas for looking 
after the world include cycling more, choosing fair-trade, taking shorter 
showers, and recycling. Children will love taking up a different challenge 
each week.   
 

 
 
Candles in the Dark – Faith, Hope and Love in a Time of Pandemic 
By Rowan Williams, SPCK  Koorong. 
 
Rowan Williams offers comfort, hope and encouragement for the troubled 
times of coronavirus. He considers how “the foundations have been already 
laid for whatever new opportunities God has for us on the far side of this 
crisis.” 
 
The book brings together the 26 weekly Christian meditations originally 
posted online from March to September 2020, during lockdown in the first 
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic, for the congregation of his local parish 
church.  
 
 

On Retreat with Henri Nouwen – Engaging Life’s Big Questions 
By Chris Pritchett and Marjorie Thompson, Canterbury Press, Book 
Depository. 
 
To mark the 25th anniversary of the death of Henri Nouwen, one of the most 
beloved spiritual writers of contemporary times, this retreat companion offers 
a guide for spiritual transformation and growth based on Nouwen's own 
writings and experience.  
 
Nouwen's own spiritual journey, marked by a restless quest and yearning for 
an experience of the divine, led him down paths familiar to many spiritual 
seekers today.  

The questions he wrestled with are the same that speak to our own hearts: Who am I? Who is God? 
How do I know God loves me? Where is God when suffering surrounds me? How can I find interior 
peace in anxious, troubled times?  
 
The book offers connections to contemporary life, points for reflection, prayer pauses for 
contemplation and prompts for engaging in one's own spiritual quest. 
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Dorothy L Sayers: a Biography – Death, Dante and Lord Peter Wimsey 
By Colin Duriez, Lion Hudson, Angus and Robertson. 
 
Dorothy L. Sayers was a woman of contrasts. A strong Christian, she had a 
baby – out of wedlock – by a man she did not love. Possessing a fierce 
intellect, she translated Dante and also created one of the most popular 
fictional detectives ever in Lord Peter Wimsey.  
 
Drawing on material often difficult to access, particularly her collected 
letters, Colin Duriez reassesses Sayers’ life, her writings, her studies, and her 
faith to present a rich and captivating portrait of this formidable character. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Art of Peace: Life lessons from Christian Mystics 
By David Cole, BRF, BRF online. 
 
Deep inner peace and peace of mind with spiritual balance is something 
everyone wants, but how does one attain it? More importantly, how does 
one maintain it in the midst of everyday life?  
 
With sections on Stillness, Silence, Solitude and Sanctuary, this book 
draws on the lived experience of the author, as well as wisdom of 
Christian contemplatives and mystics from the past, to help people walk 
the mystic path of peace through life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing the Climate: Applying the Bible in a climate emergency 
By Debbie Hawker and David Hawker, and Jamie Hawker, BRF, BRF 
online. 
 
This book considers a series of Bible passages, unpacked to show the 
Bible’s relevance to environmentalism, and how we can all play our part 
in limiting the negative effects of climate change. 
 
The climate crisis is one of the most important issues of our time, 
threatening lives and livelihoods. The Bible teaches us that God the creator 
put humans on the Earth to take care of it; to show love to all, and to care 
for the poor and vulnerable. 
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Grace Filled Marriage 
By Claire Musters, Authentic, Koorong Books. 
 
Marriage is a beautiful expression of love. Yet it can also sometimes 
cause us pain. We need God's help and grace to navigate this most 
precious of relationships well. 
 
Interwoven with biblical teaching and practical application, Claire 
and Steve Musters share their own story of rebuilding a marriage 
after loneliness, betrayal and separation.  They also tell stories of 
other couples who have faced specific challenges such as infertility, 
physical and mental ill health.  
 
Whether you want to lay good foundations in your marriage, or feel 
you are struggling and need help, this book may encourage you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Visible Scar 
By Richard Littledale, Authentic, Koorong Books. 
 
This comforting book gently helps people navigate their way through 
the pain of losing a loved one during the pandemic restrictions. 

 
Losing a loved one can be a lonely, isolating, and disorientating 
experience. This has perhaps been felt even more keenly in the time of 
a global pandemic. 

 
This past year many have experienced the traumatic situation of losing 
someone with no one there to hold their hand or hear their cry. 
Mourning has been done quietly and unobserved. Loved ones have 
been laid to rest with few to witness it.  

 
As the pandemic recedes and people talk about returning to normal 

life, how do you navigate your way through grief when your life will never be the same again? This 
honest and gentle book may help you understand your feelings and find hope in this strange land 
called grief.  
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Quotes 
  
One day we stand to lose everything - except 
those qualities that have eternal value.  - David 
Watson 
 
The weaker we feel, the harder we lean on God.  
And the harder we lean, the stronger we grow. 
- Joni Eareckson Tada 
 
Never make the blunder of trying to forecast the 
way God is going to answer your prayer. - 
Oswald Chambers 
 
In commanding us to glorify Him, God is 
inviting us to enjoy Him. - C S Lewis 
 
We may pray most when we say least, and we 
may pray least when we say most. - Augustine 
 
God has nothing to say to the self-righteous. - D 
L Moody 
 
For every act of kindness and compassion done 
by any man for his fellow Christian is done by 
Christ working in him. - Julian of Norwich 
 
The cross is the ladder to heaven. - Thomas Draxe 
 
Death is but a path that would be trod, if man 
would ever pass to God. - Thomas Parnell 
 

A rumour is about as hard to un-spread as 
butter. - Anon 
 
The main thing is to make sure that the main 
remains the main thing. - Anon 
The lazier a man is, the more he plans to do 
tomorrow. - Anon 
 
A good newspaper and Bible in every home, a 
good schoolhouse in every district, and a 
church in every neighbourhood, all appreciated 
as they deserve, are the chief support of virtue, 
morality, civil liberty, and religion. - Benjamin 
Franklin 

Indecision is the key to flexibility. - Anon 

There is no stronger test of a man’s character 
than power and authority. - Plutarch 

Young at heart.  Slightly older in other places.  - 
Anon 

Time is Nature's way of making sure that 
everything doesn't happen all at once.  - Anon 

All would live long, but none would be old. - 
Anon 
 
The man who lives only for himself runs a very 
small business. -  Anon 

 
From the Theologians 

 

Right is right, even if no one is doing it.  
Wrong is wrong, even if everyone is doing it  (William Penn) 
 
Chance is a perfectly good word to describe mathematics, but it is only a word. It is not an entity. Chance is no 
thing. It has no power because it has no being; therefore it can exercise no influence over anything. Yet we have 
sophisticated scientists today who make statements declaring that the whole universe was created by chance. 
This is to say that nothing caused something; there is no statement so unscientific than that. Everything 
has a cause, and the ultimate caused is God. (R.C. Sproul) 
 
The day we find the perfect church it becomes imperfect the moment we join it. (C. H. Spureon) 
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In a Nutshell 
 

The Eucharist is the medicine of immortality, the antidote of death. (St. Ignatius) 

 
On the Lighter Side 

 

I know that I shall never see 
A windmill lovely as a tree 
And unless those windmills start to fall 
I’ll never see a tree at all  
 
(Apologies to Ogden Nash who felt the same about billboards.) 
 

Sudoku 
 

 

Solution at back 
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Humour 

 
 

Organists were having a really thin time 
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St James the Least of All 

 
 
 
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’… 

 

On why the clergy should avoid computers 
 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Thank you for the kind offer of your old computer, but I do not want it. I know you find it a 
fundamental basic of daily life, but I do not, and I intend to keep things that way. 
 
This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted that all of us clergy have a 
computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I have had several awkward phone calls upon this very 
subject. He can’t believe that I really don’t have one, and suspects that I am simply hiding my email 
address from him so that he cannot send me the daily diocesan briefings, weekly questionnaires, and 
constant notification of all sorts of meetings and training days. But I remain firm: I have survived in 
ministry for nearly 50 years without a computer, and I don’t intend to change now. When he gets tetchy 
with me, I take the high moral ground and remind him that St Paul did not have a computer. 
 
Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged to get a printer and then ink 
cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus would attack me. As I have no idea about any of this, I 
might have to allow someone into the vicarage to sort it out, and even worse, I might even have to pay 
them. My money can be far more usefully spent on good claret. 
 
Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I can gather, most computer 
owners spend significant parts of their lives either trying to get their machine to do something that it 
refuses to do, or else getting help from someone in a remote part of the world who speaks a jargon 
only distantly related to English, who assures you that whatever you did, it would have been better if 
you hadn’t. 
 
So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for something, I will visit our 
local primary school and get a six year-old to do the job for me, which they do with effortless efficiency, 
speed and accuracy. 
 
Your loving uncle,   
 
Eustace 

  



From The Hymn Book
 
The hymn “Have you any room for Jesus” is relevant to all ages. The words were written by Daniel 
Webster Whittle (1840-1901), and the tune composed by C.C. Williams (1782-1882). 
 
The second verse is especially relevant to our era, when generally there is more leisure time than in 
preceding centuries – think Couch-Potato TV, non-stop texting, spectator sport, poker machines and 
other mostly passive or time-wasting activities.  
 
“Room for pleasure, room for business, 
But for Christ the crucified, 
Not a place that he can enter, 
In the heart for which he died. 
 
Jesus stands at the door and knocks, he does not ‘break and enter’. The hearer either responds, or 
does not; the outcome is life or death, as John 5:24 makes unambiguously clear. 
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T
R

IN
IT

Y
 T

IM
E

S
 

E
d

ito
r: R

ick
 K

elly 
S

u
b

-E
d

ito
r: S

tep
h

en
 K

err 

 
H

o
ly

 T
rin

ity
 A

n
g

lic
a
n

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

C
n

r H
igh

 &
 P

ak
in

gto
n
 S

treets, K
ew

 
P

.O
. B

o
x 3

7
, K

ew
, V

ic 3
1
0
1 

w
w

w
.h

o
lytrin

ityk
ew

.o
rg.au

 
em

ail: o
ffice@

h
o

lytrin
ityk

ew
.o

rg.au
 

 
V

ic
a
r 

T
h

e R
ev

eren
d

 R
o

b
ert N

ew
to

n
 

P
h

: 9
8
5
5
 0

6
3
0
 

e
m

a
il: vic

a
r@

h
o

ly
trin

ity
k

ew
.o

rg
.a

u
 

 
H

o
n

o
ra

ry
 P

a
rish

 D
e
a
c
o

n
 

T
h

e R
ev

eren
d

 L
esley D

ixo
n

 
 

A
sso

c
ia

te
 &

 H
o

n
 A

sso
c
ia

te
 P

rie
sts 

T
h

e R
ev

eren
d

 R
ick

 C
h

eu
n

g 
T

h
e R

ev
eren

d
 R

o
b

ert H
o

llan
d

  
 

P
a
rish

 C
h

a
p

la
in

 
P

am
 H

u
gh

es, P
h

: 9
8
5
5
 82

7
9 

 
C

h
u

rch
 O

ffic
e
 

T
elep

h
o

n
e: 9

8
5
3
 7

1
5
8
 

P
.O

. B
o

x 3
7
, K

ew
, 3

1
0
1 

T
u
esd

ay to
 F

rid
ay, 9

:3
0
am

—
1
2
:3

0
p

m
 

 
C

h
u

rch
w

a
rd

e
n

s 
N

ap
ier T

h
o

m
so

n
 

Jo
h

n
 C

arn
ie 

Jerem
y B

lan
d
 

 
C

h
ild

 S
a
fe

 O
ffic

er  
Jack

 B
lan

d
 0

4
2
7
 4

5
8
 2

5
8 

 
D

ire
c
to

r o
f M

u
sic

:  
S
tep

h
en

 K
err, 0

4
2
2
 5

2
4
 5

7
4 

If undeliverable, return to: 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church P.O. Box 37 

Kew, 3101 
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